
BARRE TOWN PLANNING COMMISSION 
 AGENDA   

 

The Town of Barre Planning Commission will hold a meeting and a Zoning Bylaw Amendment 

Public Hearing on Wednesday, June 15, 2022, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal 
Building, 149 Websterville Road, Lower Websterville, to consider the following: 

 

1) Changes to the published Agenda 

 

2) Approval of Minutes 

 

March 16, 2022  & May 18, 2022 

 

3) Non-Agenda Public Comment (if necessary limited at chairs discretion) 

 

4) Zoning Bylaw Amendment Public Hearing    

 

Hold public hearing for amendments to the Barre Town Zoning Bylaw summarized as 

follows: 

1. Article 2, table 2.1 add cannabis uses to the use chart. 

2. Article 3, section 3.17 add cannabis to the general regulation. 

3. Article 8 add definitions for different cannabis uses. 

4. Article 3, section 3.14 amends to better define a “farm” and “farm structures”.  

5. Article 3.15 add accessory on farm business in accordance with State Statute.   

6. Article 8, amend definition of accessory dwelling to be in line with State Statute.  

7. Numerous spelling, grammatical and formatting errors throughout the document. 

5) Old Business 

  

6) Follow-Up 

 

7) Round Table 

  

8) Adjourn 

 
This meeting will offer a tele and video conference option.  To attend by 
teleconference, call 802-505-6632, meeting code 983866516#.  To join by video 
conference, click here or go to barretown.org and find the link on the Planning 
Commission page.  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YmFjM2MwZDAtYzQ5My00ZTI5LWIxZDQtN2NjNDhjOGJiMTEw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22328f1c23-b334-4792-95ab-a3ababe1d08e%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2271b957f6-12c4-4a3f-b9ee-7a58f5770b55%22%7d


TOWN OF BARRE, VERMONT 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Report for Municipal Zoning Bylaw Amendment 

2022 (1) 

 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4441 (c) the Planning Commission of the Town of Barre submits the 

following report for Zoning Bylaw amendments.  A public hearing is scheduled for June 15, 2022 at 

approximately 7:00 p.m. at the Town of Barre Municipal Building, 149 Websterville Road, Websterville, 

VT 05678 

 

Contact:  Chris Violette, Planning Director 802-479-2595; cviolette@barretown.org 

 

The Barre Town Planning Commission is considering amendments to: 

 

1. Article 2, Table 2.1 add cannabis uses to the use chart. 

2. Article 3, Section 3.17 add cannabis to the general regulation. 

3. Article 8, add definitions for different cannabis uses. 

4. Article 3, Section 3.14 amends to better define a “farm” and “farm structures”.  

5. Article 3, Section 3.15 add accessory on farm business in accordance with State Statute.   

6. Article 8, amend definition of accessory dwelling to be in line with State Statute.  

7. Numerous spelling, grammatical and formatting errors throughout the document. 

 

Article 2, Table 2.1 add cannabis uses to the use chart 

Article 3, Section 3.17 add cannabis to the general regulation 

Article 8, add definitions for different cannabis uses 

 

The three amendments noted above are related to the regulation of cannabis to the extent that Zoning 

Bylaws are allowed to by law.   

 

The amendment to Article 2, Table 2.1 places the several different types of cannabis use into the Use 

Chart and allows placement of them into specific zones.  By placing them individually in the Use Chart, 

we will rely less on trying to match them up with other uses not specifically related to cannabis.    

 

Article 2, Table 2.1 establishes that all cannabis uses are to be reviewed by Conditional Use Review as 

opposed to being permitted uses.  Placing them in this chart establishes that requirement.  

  

Article 3, Section 3.17 adds a general description of cannabis uses and how they are regulated.  It also 

notes that cannabis uses are regulated to the same extent other businesses are regulated in the Barre Town 

Zoning Bylaw.    

 

Article 8 adds a definition for the different cannabis uses as defined by the Vermont Cannabis Control 

Board.   

 

Article 3, Section 3.14 amends to better define a “farm” and “farm structures”. 

 

Farming (which falls under required agricultural practices) is protected by 24 V.S.A.§ 4413 (d) (1) (A).  

While the Barre Town Zoning Bylaw has always followed the exemptions to farming as required, 

terminology and specifics had fallen behind current statute.  This amendment not only brings the 



exemption in line with current statute, but it also attempts to clarify for all what qualifies as a farm and 

maybe more importantly what a farm structure is and when it is exempt from municipal zoning.    

 

Article 3.15 add accessory on farm business in accordance with State Statute 

 

Act 143 (became law July 1, 2018) authorized and limited Zoning Bylaws of accessory on-farm 

businesses.  Act 143 allows farmers to diversify operations and revenue streams and increase their ability 

to market agricultural products and the agricultural experience by welcoming the public to their farms.  

 

This amendment brings the Barre Town Zoning Bylaw into compliance with 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (11) by 

adding accessory on farm businesses to the general regulation article, defining what they are and noting 

their exemption from zoning authority.   

 

Article 8, amend definition of accessory dwelling to be in line with State Statute. 

 

This amendment adjusts language to match 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (1) (E) that was changed in 2019 by the 

Vermont General Assembly.   

 

The main change removes the term “efficiency or two-bedroom apartment may be considered as an 

accessory” dwelling and adds “that is a distinct unit”.   It also allows for either the main or accessory 

dwelling to be the location of where the owner of the property lives and adds a 900 s.f. maximum size of 

an accessory dwelling.    

 

Numerous spelling, grammatical and formatting errors throughout the document. 

 

As always, while reviewing any document, minor spelling, grammatical and formatting errors are found.  

The Barre Town Zoning Bylaw is no exception.  While already working through the process of amending 

the bylaw for the above items, the Barre Town Planning Commission is electing to correct some of these 

errors that do not impact the purpose or meaning of any part of or the function of the Barre Town Zoning 

Bylaw.  The specific amendments are too numerous to detail but are all noted within the draft 

amendment.   

 

 

This report is concluded by noting that a review of the Barre Town Municipal Plan finds there to be no 

conflict with any of the proposed amendments.   They are all supported in the sense that they allow for 

controlled and orderly development.    

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

TOWN OF BARRE 

ZONING BYLAW 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Adopted - August 26, 2008 

Amended – March 30, 2010 

Amended – April 28, 2015 

Amended – October 3,2017 

 

Draft – XXXXXXX 20212 



 

 

 

 
 1 

ARTICLE 1 AUTHORITY AND PURPOSE 2 

Sec. 1.1 AUTHOIRTYAUTHORITY 3 

In accordance with 24 V.S.A. 117 § 4401 and& 4411 of the Vermont Planning and Development Act (hereinafter referred to 4 
as the “Act”) there are hereby established Zoning Regulations for the Town of Barre, which are set forth in the text and map(s) 5 
that constitute these regulations. These regulations shall be known and cited as “The Town of Barre, Vermont, Zoning Bylaw 6 
(hereinafter referred to as the “Bylaw”). 7 

 8 
Sec. 1.2 PURPOSE 9 

 10 
The purpose of this bylaw is to: 11 

 12 
▪ Create a comprehensive framework for the Town of Barre’s planning and zoning process; 13 
▪ Encourage appropriate and responsible development of all lands within the Town of Barre in a manner that promotes 14 

the best interests of all of its citizens; 15 
▪ Minimize and/or prevent problems associated with lacking or poor planning and zoning; 16 
▪ Encourage balance between competing and/or varied interests, being mindful of the Town’s history and also of its 17 

future while ensuring the integrity of both; 18 
▪ Encourage balance between our natural and manmade environments, and to find the appropriate use of land to 19 

provide opportunities that will maximize residential, recreational, commercial, and industrial uses of land; and 20 
▪ Provide a forum and mechanisms to protect the citizens of the Town of Barre and their property from adverse 21 

impacts created by inappropriate and ill-planned land usage and to allow and encourage citizen participation at every 22 
level of the process. 23 

 24 
Sec. 1.3 APPLICATION 25 

 26 
The application of this bylaw is subject to the provisions of all subchapters of the Act as most recently amended by the 27 
Vermont State Legislature. 28 

 29 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4446, no land development (as defined in article 7, Sec. 7.2) shall commence unless in 30 
accordance with the provisions established by this bylaw. Any use of land that is not permitted in this bylaw shall be considered 31 
prohibited. 32 

 33 
Sec. 1.4 INTERPRETATION 34 

 35 
In any case where this bylaw imposes a greater restriction upon the use of a structure or land than is required by statute, 36 
ordinance, rule, or regulation, the provisions of this bylaw shall control except in the case of 24 V.S.A. § 4412 and& 4413. 37 
This bylaw is not intended to repeal, annul, or in any way impair any previous zoning ordinance of the Town of Barre or 38 
permits previously adopted or issued. Any use of a structure or land considered lawful on or before the effective date of this 39 
bylaw shall continue to be a lawful use subject to the provisions of this bylaw. 40 

 41 
Sec. 1.5 AMENDMENTS or REPEAL 42 

 43 
This bylaw may be amended or repealed in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4441 and& 4442. (Summarized below) 44 

 45 
(A) A person or body other than the Planning Commission wishing to amend or repeal any section of this bylaw 46 

(including zone change request) must submit in writing a request to the Planning Commission along with supporting 47 
documentation stating what their amendment request is. The request shall also include what effects the proposed 48 
change may have on future potential development in the area with regard to traffic, drainage, capacity of municipal 49 
services, and conformance with the town plan, how it is compatible with surrounding uses, and other factors that 50 
may be appropriate if requested by the Planning Commission. The Planning Commission may then decide whether 51 
to proceed with the request. If the Planning Commission decides to adopt the request, the amendment or repeal will 52 
then be as if they had written it. 53 

 54 
If the Planning Commission decides to adopt a request by an individual body, or at their own direction, a report 55 
must be written. Any such report shall satisfy the requirements of 24 V.S.A. § 4441 concerning bylaw amendments 56 
and subsection 4384(c) of tTitle 24 concerning plan amendments. 57 

 58 
(B) However, if a proposed amendment or repeal is supported by a petition of 5% of Town of Barre voters, the Planning 59 

TownofBmez.oaingBylaw 
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Commission shall correct technical deficiencies and shall, without otherwise changing the amendment or repeal, 60 
promptly pass the request onto the Selectboard 61 

  62 
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 63 

Sec. 1.6 EFFECTIVE DATE 64 
 65 

This bylaw shall take effect on the date of its adoption by the Town of Barre, in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4442. 66 
 67 

Sec. 1.7 SEVERABILITY 68 
 69 

If any provision or clause of this bylaw or application thereof to any person or circumstance is held invalid, such invalidity 70 
shall not affect other provisions or applications of the bylaw which can be given effect without the invalid provision or 71 
applications, and to this end the provisions of this bylaw are declared to be severable. 72 

 73 
Table 1.1 – Municipal permits and approval 

Permit/Approval Required for (general description) Issued by Reference 

 Land Development (Zoning Permits)  

Building Permits 

(Exterior only) 

construction, reconstruction, conversion, 

structural alteration, relocation or 

enlargement of any building or structure 

Zoning 

Administrator 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.3 

Change of Use Permits A change in use of an existing structure or 

parts thereof or a change of land from one 

use to another. 

Zoning 

Administrator 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.4 

Sign Permits A sign being erected, or altered in anyway 

except as noted in this bylaw 

Zoning 

Administrator 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.5 

Home Occupation 

Permits 

A customary use of a minor portion of a 

residential dwelling in accordance with 

this bylaw. 

Zoning 

Administrator 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.6 

Flood Hazard Approval Any development within the flood hazard 

area shall require site plan review and 

approval. 

Development 

Review Board 

Article 5 

Sec. 5.8 

Certificate of Occupancy The commencement of use of a structure 

or land that has been permitted within a 

zoning permit. 

Zoning 

Administrator 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.7 

Variances A request either on appeal or otherwise 

for a variance from a provision of this 

bylaw. 

Development 

Review Board 

Article 7 

Sec. 7.79 

Site Plan Approval Any land development except that which is 

exempt in Sec. 5.11 of this bylaw 

Development 

Review Board 

Article 5 

Sec. 5.6 

Conditional Use Approval Approval by the Development Review 

Board as stipulated herein where certain 

criteria are applied and appropriate 

conditions attached. 

Development 

Review Board 

Article 5 

Sec. 5.5 

Subdivision of land 

Subdivision Regulation The division of land into more than one 

parcel 

Development 

Review Board 

Town of Barre 

Subdivision Regs 

Allowed Use Determination  Primarily for uses not specifically 

allowed in a certain zone and multiple 

curb-cut request* 

Planning 

Commission  

Article 2 

Sec. 2.4 (c) 
Subdivision Regs 

Other Municipal Permits 

Municipal Wastewater & 

Water permits 

Connections to the municipal sewer and 

water system 

Town Engineer Town Code 

On-site Septic Permits Any installation or repair of a septic system Town Engineer Town Code 

 74 
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Table 1.1 – Municipal permits and approval 

Permit/Approval Required for Issued by Reference 

Other Municipal Permits (Con’t) 

Working in the right-of- 

way 

Any work within and including the 

excavation of land that occurs within a 

town road or right-of-way- (deposit 

likely) 

Town Engineer Town Code 

Driveway Permit Any connection to a town highway or right- 

of-way by a driveway or other means. 

Town Engineer Town Code 

 75 

This list is not necessarily inclusive. The Planning and Zoning Office should be consulted to discuss individual needs. 76 
 77 

Sec. 1.8 REFERALREFERRAL TO STATE AND FEDERAL AGENCIES 78 
 79 

Notice is hereby given that many new land use or changes to existing land use may require state or federal permits. A state 80 
or federal permit specialist should be consulted. 81 
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82 
 83 

ARTICALARTICLE 2 ZONING DISTRICTS & DISTRICT 84 

STANDARDS Sec. 2.1 ZONING DISTRICTS 85 

Low Density Residential 86 
Medium Density Residential 87 
High Density Residential 88 
Very High Density Residential 89 
East Barre Commercial 90 
Office Building Retail 91 
Office Building Business 92 
Highway Commercial 93 
Industrial 94 
Earth Resource Extraction 95 
Conservation 96 

 97 
Sec. 2.2 PURPOSE STATEMENTS 98 

 99 
Low Density Residential 100 

 101 
This district is limited to non-intensive land uses. The purpose of this district is to prevent premature development of 102 
land, retain certain areas for non-intensive uses, prevent development where it would be a burden on the community, and 103 
retain areas for open space. Since the rural character of these lands depends on open space and natural areas, protection 104 
of these features should be considered when evaluating proposed conditional uses. Municipal water and sewer may or 105 
may not be available.. 106 

 107 
Medium Density Residential 108 

 109 
This principally residential district is designed to provide areas where moderate density residential development may 110 
occur in a rural-suburban setting. This district is similar to low density residential with the primary difference being that 111 
Medium Density Residential is located around the more developed areas of town and conditional uses vary. Municipal 112 
water and sewer may or may not be available. 113 

 114 
High Density Residential 115 

 116 
This district is designed to encourage continued predominantly residential development at relatively high densities in 117 
established neighborhoods close to village centers which have both public water and sewer services. 118 

 119 
Very High Density Residential 120 

 121 
This district is designated for land centrally located where town water and sewer facilities are available and where, due 122 
to reasons of utilities, location and existing intensive development, higher density is appropriate. The purpose of this 123 
district is to permit a continuation of residential and related uses where consistent with the objectives of the Barre Town 124 
Municipal Plan. 125 

  126 
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 127 
East Barre Commercial 128 

 129 
This district in intended to reflect East Barre’s inherit uniqueness given its long- standing mixture of uses including 130 
residential and commercial. 131 
 132 

 133 
Office Building Retail 134 

 135 
This district is intended to be comprised of businesses to which people/customers must go to for the business to operate. 136 
These districts are limited by their density and street traffic. They are also fully served by municipal utilities. 137 

 138 
Office Building Business 139 

 140 
Organizations in this district would not necessarily be businesses that have customers coming and going on a regular 141 
basis. Transact business with customers out of the building. Emphasis would be on business-to-business transactions, 142 
warehouse shipping, non-profit organizations, etc. 143 

Highway Commercial 144 
 145 

This district allows for large, higher intensity commercial developments such as automotive oriented businesses that either 146 
by their volume or by the nature of their business require larger lots than those in the other commercial districts. Uses 147 
include those generally associated with the traveling public such as overnight accommodations, gas stations, grocery 148 
stores and restaurants, which inherently see more traffic from customers and deliveries than office buildings. 149 

 150 
Industrial 151 

 152 
This district is designed to provide location for the establishment of industry, and to provide employment opportunities 153 
and a broadening of the tax base in Barre Town. Good roadway access and water and sewer services are major 154 
considerations. A variety of types of manufacturing and warehousing is permitted. Heavy industry requires a conditional 155 
use permit. 156 

 157 
Earth Resource Extraction 158 

 159 
This district is specifically for the existing pits or quarries in Barre Town. This does not include all of the pit/quarry 160 
owners’ land. After the pit/quarry has been closed the land may be rezoned for practical purposes following the required 161 
procedures for change of zone. While this district exists for existing uses such as the granite quarries and gravel pits, 162 
earth resource extraction is allowed in all districts except Very High Density Residential, High Density Residential, and 163 
East Barre Commercial. 164 

 165 
Conservation 166 

 167 
This district consists of land that is rural in character with forest areas, wet lands, rivers and streams, and steep slopes as 168 
its primary use. Much of this land is undevelopable. Some developments by conditional use permit may be allowed. 169 

 170 
Sec. 2.3 ZONING MAP AND INTERPRETATIONS OF ZONING DISTRICTS 171 

 172 
(A) The boundaries of the zoning districts herein created are shown on the official zoning map as created by this bylaw. 173 

Generally, and wherever possible the zoning boundaries follow property lines in existence at the time of enactment 174 
of this bylaw. For zoning designations separated by streets, streams, rights-of-way, or other such dividers, the 175 
centerline of each shall constitute the change from one zone to another. 176 

 177 
(B) Zoning districts shall include any land under rivers, streams, lakes, or ponds lying within them. Where the opposite 178 

sides of a river or stream lie in a different zone, the boundary shall be the thread of the river or stream. 179 
 180 

(C) Where due to scale, lack of detail, or illegibility of the zoning map there is uncertainty as to the location of any 181 
zoning district boundary; the Zoning Administrator shall determine its location. Any person may appeal the Zoning 182 
Administrator’s decision in accordance with Article 7, Sec. 7.8 of this Bylaw. 183 

 184 
(D) Where a zoning line between two districts divides a lot, the provisions of either district may be extended by thirty 185 

(30’) feet. In extending the district line 30’, the overall effect of the development should retain the character and 186 
usability under each district. Only the permitted or conditional uses in each district, and their accessory structures, 187 
may be used on that portion of the property covered by the district. Accessory uses such as parking may be permitted 188 
in either district. 189 

 190 
(E) Any area not presently zoned, through inadvertence or otherwise, shall be considered to be in the most restrictive 191 

district immediately adjoining it. 192 
 193 
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Sec. 2.4 APPLICATION OF DISTRICT STANDARDS 194 
 195 

(A) The standards for each district shall apply uniformly to each class of use and/or structure, unless otherwise specified 196 
in these regulations. All uses and structures must comply with all prescribed standards for the district in which they 197 
are located as set forth in Tables 2.1 and& 2.2 and as defined in Article 2, unless otherwise permitted under Planned 198 
Unit Development (PUD) pursuant to Article 6 of this Bylaw. Nonconformities shall be regulated in accordance 199 
with Sec. 3.7. 200 

 201 
(B) Prescribed uses for each district are classified as “permitted” and are subject to approval by the Zoning 202 

Administrator, to be reviewed in accordance with Article 7, or “conditional” as allowed with the approval of the 203 
Development Review Board to be reviewed in accordance with Article 5, Sec. 5.5. 204 

 205 

(C) Any uses not specifically permitted in any given zone may be considered and allowed if, after review by the Planning 206 
Commission in a public hearing, the Planning Commission determines that the use will not alter the characteristics 207 
of the area and will not cause an undue burden on the community and issues an allowed use determination permit. 208 

 209 

(D) Any list of prohibited uses in any section of these regulations shall not be deemed to be an exhaustive list. Such list 210 
is included for the purposes of clarity and emphasis, and to illustrate, by example, some of the uses that are deemed 211 
undesirable and incompatible and are thus prohibited. 212 
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Sec.  2.5 amended April 1, 2009, April 28, 2015 213 
 214 

Table 2.1 215 
 216 

The following table provides a list of the permitted uses (P), conditional uses (C), and uses not permitted (blank) for each zoning district. When determining a land use 217 
classification for a property, the most specific use below shall be interpreted as the use of that property. 218 

 219 
 220 

In all cases, it is very important to review the definition (article 8) of each use before 221 

determining the exact intent of the use and for possible exceptions. 222 

 223 
 224 

USE/Zone Cons. Ind.* 
Earth 

Resource 

Office 

Bus. 

Office 

Retail 

Hwy 

Com. 

VHD 
Res. 

HD 
Res. 

MD 
Res. 

LD 
Res. 

EBC 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

Residential            

Dwelling Unit            

Dwelling, One-Family P      P P P P P 

Dwelling, Two-Family C      C C C C C 

Dwelling, Multi-Family**      C C C   C 

Accessory Dwelling Allowed where other single-family residential use are allowed in accordance with Article 4 Sec. 4.2 

Bed & Breakfast P     P P P P P P 

Group Home Allowed where other single-family residential uses are allowed in accordance with Article 3, Sec. 3.3 (D) 

Boarding House/Lodging House      C      

Motel      P      

Hotel      P     C 

Shelter      C C     

Convalescent/Nursing Home      C C C C C C 

Elderly/disabled housing complex/PUD      C C C C C C 

Mobile Home Park      C C C C C  

Home Occupation P      P P P P P 

Home Based Business/Home Industry P      P P P P P 

Planned Unit Developments (PUD’s)       P P P P  

  225 
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USE/Zone Cons. Ind.* 
Earth 

Reso

urce 

Office 

Bus. 

Office 

Retail 

Hwy 

Com. 

VHD 
Res. 

HD 
Res. 

MD 
Res. 

LD 
Res. 

EBC 

Places of Assembly            

Funeral Home     P P     C 

Health Club     P P     C 

Open-air Market, temporary C C C C C C C C C C C 

Open-air Market, long-term     C       

Indoor Market, temporary C C C C P P C C C C C 

Indoor Market, long-term     P P     C 

Church or religious institution ***     P P C C C C C 

Clubs, Lodge and/or Union Hall     P P   C C  

Hospital ***      C      

Health Clinic     P P     C 

Community Center/Recreational Facility      C C C C C C 

Senior Center       C C C C C 

Conference center, meeting hall    P C P      

Public transportation facility     C P     C 

Cinematic Theater (Movieplex)/Auditorium     C P P    C 

Sports and/or entertainment facility  C    C      

Opera House/Performing Arts Facility    C P P     C 
            

Government Facilities ***            

Municipal Parks C     C C C C C C 

Municipal Offices    P P P C C C C C 

Public Works Garage  P P C C P      

Sewer treatment plant  C    C      

Water treatment plant C C          

Emergency service facilities    P P P     C 

Court House    P C P     C 

Federal, State, and County Offices    P C P     C 

Cemetery C     C   C P C 

Corrections facility      C    C  

Transfer station  P    C      

Recycling Center, temporary  P P C  P      

Recycling Center, long term  P P         

Postal Office    P P P C C C C C 

Postal/Parcel Processing Facility  P    P      

            

Recreational/Commercial ***            

Athletic Fields      P   C C C 

Golf Course   C         

Recreational Services, Indoor     P P    C C 

Recreational Services, Outdoor   C  C P     C 

Campground      C    C  

Campground, Primitive C         C  

Outdoor firearms/Archery range C  C       C  

Indoor firearms/Archery range     P P      

Outdoor non-motorized recreation C     C    C  

  226 
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USE/Zone Cons. Ind.* 
Earth 

Reso

urce 

Office 

Bus. 

Office 

Retail 

Hwy 

Com. 

VHD 
Res. 

HD 
Res. 

MD 
Res. 

LD 
Res. 

EBC 

Commercial/Professional            

Private park/recreational area Allowed accessory use to a permitted use but a conditional use if not open to the public 

Airport, private          C  

Airport, commercial            

Photo Studio    P P P     C 

Photo Processing Facility     P P     C 

Licensed Professional Service Office Bldg.     P P     C 

Laboratory  C    C      

Veterinary Clinic/Animal Hospital     P P      

Bank/Credit Union    P P P     C 

ATM Facility    P P P     C 

ATM Facility, Accessory Use    P P P     C 

Mixed Use    C C C      

Office Building  C  P P P     C 

Commercial/Retail            

Motor Vehicle Repair (major) Garage  C    C     C 

Motor Vehicle Repair (minor) Garage  P   P P     C 

Car Wash  P   P P     C 

Motor Vehicle Dealership     P P      

Motor Vehicle Sales     P P     C 

Motor Vehicle Fuel Station     P P     C 

Motor Vehicle Service Station     P P     C 

Cannabis Cultivator C C    C      

Cannabis Manufacturer   C          

Cannabis Retailer (see article 3, sec 3.16 for opt-in requirement)     C C      

Cannabis Testing Laboratory   C    C      

Cannabis Wholesaler   C    C      

Convenience Store/Motor Vehicle Fuel Station     C P     C 

Solid Waste Facility ***  C C         

Kennel/Animal Shelter      P    C  

Retail Store, Large     P P      

Retail Store, Small     P P     C 

General Store     P P P    C 

Grocery Store/Supermarket     P P     C 

Restaurant, Fast Food     P P     C 

Restaurant     P P     C 

Redemption Center     P P     C 

Adult Establishment      C      

Laundromat    P P P P P   P 

Laundry Plant  C    C      

Dry Cleaning Plant  C    C      

Dry Cleaning Drop-off    P P P P P   P 

Garden Center     P P     C 

Greenhouse, Commercial C C    P    C  

Maple Product Dealer  P    C     P 

Farm Stand Commercial      C      

  227 
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USE/Zone Cons. Ind.* Earth 

Resource 

Office Bus. Office 

Retail 

Hwy 

Com. 

VHD 

Res. 

HD 

Res. 

MD 

Res. 

LD 

Res. 

EBC 

Industrial            

Light Industry  P          

Heavy Industry  C          

Granite Quarrying   C         

Storage, Mini      P      

Storage, Large  P    P      

Junkyard  C          

sFuel Storage Tank Farm  C    C      

Public Utility Facility ***  P  C C P      

            

Educational Institutes ***            

Adult Day Care Centers      P C C C C C 

College/University          C  

College/University Campus          C  

Dormitory/Residence Hall          C  

Daycare/Pre-School/Nursery School      P C C C C C 

Daycare/Pre-School/Nursery School (Home) P     P P P P P P 

Public or Private School      C C C C C C 

Commercial School      C C C C C C 

Library/Research Center*     P P C C C C C 

Art Gallery*     P P     C 

Museums* C P   P P     C 

            

 228 

* Accessory gift shops and/or small retail stores used for the sale or display of products produced by the permitted use shall be allowed by right. 229 
 230 

** Higher minimum density requirements shall be required (see Article 3, sec. 3.3 (e)) 231 
 232 

*** Some of these uses may have limits on local control by state statute with regard to whether they are permitted. Where such uses do not face limitations, the chart shall apply. Uses 233 
limited by statute can still be regulated at the local level, with respect to location, height, building bulk, yards, courts, setback, density of buildings, off-street parking, loading facilities, 234 
traffic, noise, lighting, landscaping, and screening requirements, and only to the extent that the regulations do not have the effect of interfering with the intended functional use as described 235 
in 24 V.S.A. § 4413. 236 

  237 



Town of Barre Zoning Bylaw Page 13 August 26, 2008 

 

 

amended April 1, 2009, October 13, 2009, April 28, 2015 238 
 239 

Table 2.2 Town of Barre Lot Standards by Zone 240 
 241 

 

 
Minimums 

 

 
Conservation 

 
 

Industrial 

* 

 
Earth 

Resource 

Extraction 

* 

 

Office 

Building 

Business 
* 
** 

 

Office 

Building 

Retail 
* 

** 

 

Highway 

Commercial 
* 

** 

 

Very High 

Density 

Residential 

** 

 

High 

Density 

Residential 

** 

 
Medium 

Density 

Residential 

** 

 
Low 

Density 

Residential 

** 

 
East Barre 

Commercial 
** 

 

Lot Size 

 

25 acre 

 

2 acre 

 

15 acre 

 

1/2 acre 

 

1/2 acre 

 

1 acre 

 

8500 sq. ft. 

 

1/3 acre 

 

2 acre 

 

2 acre 

 

1/3 acre 

Road 

Frontage 
500’ 200’ 100’ 100’ 100’ 200’ 85’ 110’ 200’ 200’ 85’ 

Setback 

“street”**** 
50’ 50’ 50’ 25’ 25’ 50’ 15’ 25’ 50’ 50’ 15’ 

Setback 
“side”**** 

25’ 25’ 50’ 25’ 15’ 25’ 10’ 12’ 25’ 25’ 10’ 

Setback 

“rear”**** 
25’ 25’ 50’ 25’ 15’ 25’ 10’ 12’ 25’ 25’ 10’ 

Building 

Height 
35’ 50’ 50’ 40’ 40’ 40’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 35’ 

Overall 

Development 
*** 

 

15% 
 

75% 
 

75% 
 

75% 
 

75% 
 

75% 
 

35% 
 

35% 
 

35% 
 

35% 
 

35% 

Accessory’s 

Setback 

“side only” 

Street same 

as above 

 
 

25’ 

 
 

50’ 

 
 

50’ 

 
 

5’ 

 
 

5’ 

 
 

5’ 

 
 

5’ 

 
 

8’ 

 
 

8’ 

 
 

8’ 

 
 

5’ 

 242 
 243 

* Side and rear setback shall be increased in these zones when abutting directly up against a residential zone. Industrial setback shall be 100’, all the Commercial zones 50’. The setback 244 
increase shall not apply to commercial or industrial lands that abut cemeteries. 245 

 246 
 247 

** Minimum lot size shall be altered accordingly, based on the chart below: 248 
 249 

municipal sewer/on-site water 1 acre 

on-site sewer/municipal water 1.5 acre 

On-site sewer/on-site water 2 acre 

 250 
*** Overall development includes building coverage, parking areas, leachfield areas, right-of-ways and& easements. Driveway accessing the parcel shall not be counted. These standards 251 
shall only apply to parcels created after the adoption of this bylaw. Pre-existing parcels shall follow the previous provision which only applied to overall building coverage. Those percentages 252 
of coverage were as follows: 253 

Residential/Conservation 35% 254 
Commercial/Industrial 50% 255 

 256 
****Setback shall apply to all property lines and/or in situations where rights-of-ways or easements are used for vehicular ingress and egress, the appropriate street setback for that zone 257 
shall be used from the edge of said right-of-way or easement instead of the property line. This requirement shall not apply to pre-existing parcels. 258 

I I 
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 259 

Article 3 - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 260 
 261 

Sec. 3.1 ABANDONMENT AND DEMOLITION OF STRUCTURES 262 
 263 

Refer to Town of Barre Ordinance (yet to be drafted or adopted, recommended by the Zoning Rewrite Committee and the 264 
Planning Commission to have a separate ordinance) 265 

 266 
Sec. 3.2 ACCESS REQUIREMENTS/REQUIRED FRONTAGE ON A PUBLIC ROAD 267 

 268 
No land development may be permitted on lots which do not have the minimum road frontage on a public (class 1, 2, 3) 269 
highway for the zone in which the subject parcel lies, or, with approval of the Development Review Board (DRB) access to 270 
such road is provided by a permanent easement or right-of-way at least 25 feet in width. Such access shall be considered 271 
during subdivision review (a driveway permit issued by the Town Engineer is still required) of new lots, or for pre-existing, 272 
nonconforming uses provided all aspects of the Town Code are met and the access can demonstrate acceptable site distances 273 
and spacing. When access to back lands is provided by a 25- foot right-of-way, each lot shall have a separate right-of-way. 274 
Shared driveways are discouraged and will only be considered for up to two lots. If a shared driveway is proposed, it must be 275 
constructed entirely on one right-of-way or the other so as to not compromise the ability for another driveway to be constructed. 276 

 277 
(A) Exemptions: 278 

 279 
1. As approved by the DRB during subdivision review. 280 

 281 
2. Any legally subdivided lot created in accordance with the subdivision ordinance that may not have 282 

completely conformed to the regulation or lots that were in existence before subdivision was required. 283 
 284 

3. Upon request in writing, the Town Engineer may grant seasonal access for some limited activities as well as 285 
agricultural access. 286 

 287 
(B) Town Road Access: 288 

 289 
Requests for access to a municipal road or municipal right-of-way shall be applied for on a form provided by the 290 
Town and shall be considered and acted upon by the Town Engineer in accordance with the Town of Barre Highway 291 
Ordinance, Sections. s 2 and 4 and Town of Barre Code cChapter 6. 292 

 293 
(C) Shared Access: 294 

 295 
Shared access is allowed only in the event that each parcel sharing the access has its own permanent easement or 296 
right-of-way. The exception shall be that shared curb-cuts are allowed in order to encourage a reduction in the 297 
number of curb-cuts in close proximity. The shared curb-cut shall be a minimum of 20 feet wide and 30 feet deep 298 
(as measured at the edge of the travel way) and shall be paved by the developer. Shared curb-cuts shall be limited 299 
to no more than three driveways. The interest of each owner shall be protected by deed language and/or written 300 
agreement recorded in the land records providing for the joint maintenance of the shared portion. The developer 301 
shall enter into a shared curb-cut agreement with the Planning Commission during subdivision review agreeing to 302 
construct the shared curb-cut. 303 

 304 
Sec. 3.3 EQUAL TREATMENT OF HOUSING 305 

 306 
(A) In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (1), no provision of this Bylaw shall have the effect of excluding mobile homes, 307 

modular housing, or prefabricated housing from the Town of Barre, except upon the same terms and conditions 308 
as conventional housing is excluded. 309 

 310 
(B) Provisions for mobile home parks are specifically outlined in Article 4, Sec. 4.15 and are allowed as a conditional 311 

use in the following zones: 312 
 313 

Highway Commercial, Residential - (very high, high, medium, and low) 314 
 315 

(C) Accessory dwellings are detailed in Article 4, Sec. 4.2, and are considered a permitted use in all zones that permit 316 
owner occupied single-family residential use. 317 

 318 
(D) Group Homes/Residential Care Homes are considered a permitted use where single-family residential uses are 319 

allowed. A group home is defined in Article 8. 320 
 321 

(E) Multi-family dwellings are allowed after issuance of a conditional use permit in the following zones.  322 
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(F)  323 
 324 

Very High Density Residential and East Barre Commercial 

Existing Structures New Structures 

up to 8 units up to 8 units 
 

High Density Residential 

Existing Structures* New Structures 

up to 8 units up to 2 units 
 

Highway Commercial 

Existing Structures** New Structures 

unlimited number of units 8 units min./max unlimited 

 325 
*Existing structure shall not be altered. 326 
**Existing structures may be altered but it shall be required that the minimum number of units, based 327 
on the density of the lot, be created. 328 

 329 
a) In all cases, parking for multi-family dwellings must follow the parking requirement in this Article, Sec. 330 
3.9. All parking must be onsite or secured by a permanent easement. 331 

 332 
b) Minimum size of all multi-family dwelling units shall be at least 250 square feet in overall size. 333 

 334 
(G) General requirements for all types of residential housing: (excluding primitive camps (see definition)) 335 

 336 
All residential structures, at a minimum, must have a reinforced concrete slab at least 4 inches thick and shall, at 337 
a minimum, encompass the entire underside of the structure. In addition, the underside of the dwelling shall not be 338 
exposed. All residential structures shall be secured to the slab either by way of accepted industries standards or 339 
manufacturers recommendation. Recreational vehicles regulated in Article 4, sec. 4.4 or recreational vehicles in an 340 
approved campground shall be exempt from this requirement. 341 

 342 
All fuel tanks 1 shall meet setback requirements of the zone in which the property is located and as outlined in 343 
Article 2, table 2.2 and shall situated in a way that they are not visible from a road whether by way of screening or 344 
location. They shall also be on a concrete slab or solid base. Exempt from this requirement are fuel tanks that hold 345 
thirty-two (32) gallons or less and there shall be no more than one (1) tank. 346 

 347 
Sec. 3.4 FENCING REQUIREMENTS 348 

 349 
Fences in general do not require permitting, however, is imperative that the property owner and installer of the fencing, wall 350 
or hedge know exactly where the property boundaries are before installation. 351 

 352 
Sec. 3.5 HEIGHT MAXIMUMS 353 

 354 
No structure or anything attached to a structure shall be any higher from the ground (as defined below) than the maximum 355 
height for a structure as allowed in Article 2, Table 2.2 of this Bylaw for the zone in which the structure lies. 356 

 357 
(A) Determining the height of a structure: The height of a structure shall be determined by measuring the vertical 358 

distance from the average elevation of the finished lot grade at the front of a building or structure, to the highest 359 
point of the roof or structure, except in the case of a gable roof, where the measurement shall be the average height 360 
between the eaves and the ridge. 361 

 362 
(B) Exemptions: The following are exempt from height regulations but not from setback requirements. The minimum 363 

setback shall increase by one foot for every foot the structure is above the maximum height for the zone in which 364 
the structure is located. 365 

 366 
1. Antenna structures, wind turbines with blades less than 20’ in diameter, or rooftop solar collectors less 367 

than 10’ high, any of which are mounted on a complying structure; 368 
 369 

2. Cranes and/or derricks associated with the removal of quarried granite; 370 

3. Public power transmission generation and distribution facilities and agricultural structures; 371 
 372 

4. Church steeples, flagpoles, water towers; 373 
 374 

5. Communication equipment approved through the Town’s Telecommunication Ordinance. 375 
 376 

1 This requirement does not apply to tanks in existence prior to enactment of this bylaw. 377 
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 378 
 379 
 380 

Sec. 3.6 LOT, YARD & AND SETBACK REQUIREMENT 381 
 382 

As established in Article 2, table 2.2 no structure of any kind or anything that requires a zoning permit shall be erected within 383 
the required setback area of the zone in which the project lies. This interpretation shall include overhangs or anything else that 384 
extends beyond a structure and/or that does not directly touch the ground. This shall also include fuel storage tanks or anything 385 
else that may be considered hazardous to the good and welfare of the public. 386 

 387 
(A) Exempt from this requirement 388 

 389 
Signs that meet the requirement of article 7, Sec. 7.5 390 
Anything approved by the Selectboard that does no’t fall under zoning review. 391 

 392 
(B) Measurement of Setbacks 393 

 394 
Setback shall be determined by measuring from the closest part of a structure or object to a particular point such as 395 
a property line or a publicly traveled town or state right-of-way or land. 396 

 397 
On a municipal, state, or federal right-of-way or municipality owned land used for the purpose of public travel, or 398 
may possibly be used, the setback shall be measured from the edge of said right-of-way or land and NOT FROM 399 
THE EDGE OF THE TRAVELED PORTION OF THE ROAD. 400 

 401 
For a property with frontage on more than one road, the street setback shall be used as the setback requirement from 402 
both roads. 403 

 404 
For odd shaped lots, the Zoning Administrator shall determine which setbacks apply on which sides of the structure. 405 

 406 
Sec. 3.7 NONCONFORMITIES (USES, STRUCTURES, AND PARCELS) 407 

 408 
The following shall apply to any structure, use, or parcel, or parts thereof, that do not conform to this bylaw but was in 409 
conformance with all applicable laws, ordinances, and regulations prior to the enactment of this bylaw, including a structure, 410 
use, or parcel previously improperly authorized as a result of error by the Zoning Administrator. Exception: All development 411 
in the Special Flood hazard Area must be reviewed under Article 5, Sec 5.8. 412 

 413 
 414 

NONCONFORMING USES: 415 
 416 

(A) Shall not be changed to another nonconforming use without approval of the Development Review Board (DRB) 417 
and then only to a use which, in the opinion of the DRB, is of the same or of a more restrictive nature 418 

 419 
(B) Shall not be re-established if such use has been discontinued for a period of twelve months or replaced by a 420 

conforming use. 421 
 422 

(C) May be re-established if damaged by the elements, catastrophe, or act of nature provided that such reconstruction 423 
will not enlarge or alter the use for a purpose different from the previous use unless to a conforming use and provided 424 
that such reconstruction is completed within two years from the date of such damage 425 

 426 
(D) Shall not be enlarged or extended except with approval of the DRB upon findings, after public hearing that no 427 

greater detrimental effect to the community will result. 428 
 429 

(E) A use, located in a nonconforming structure or on a nonconforming lot, shall not, of itself, be considered a 430 
nonconforming use. 431 

 432 

NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES: 433 
 434 

(F) May be repaired or rebuilt if damaged by the elements, catastrophe, or act of nature provided that such 435 
reconstruction will not enlarge or alter the footprint of the structure and provided that such reconstruction is 436 
completed within two years from the date of such damage. 437 

 438 
(G) If declared unsafe or unsanitary by a proper authority may be restored to a safe and sanitary condition. 439 

 440 
(H) May be enlarged only to the extent that the degree of nonconformance is not increased. Increased nonconformance 441 

shall mean that the part of the structure that is proposed to be extended does not meet the required dimensional 442 
minimums of the zone in which the structure is located. 443 
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 444 
NONCONFORMING PARCELS: 445 

 446 

(I) A nonconforming parcel such as an a pre-existing small lot, or a lot that does not meet other dimensional 447 
minimums shall be allowed to be developed for the intent for which it was created so long as the use is permitted 448 
and it was in existence on the date of the enactment of this Bylaw, and further, provided that all other required 449 
municipal permits are acquired. Any lot that is pre-existing and nonconforming that subsequently comes under 450 
common ownership with one or more contiguous parcels shall not automatically be deemed merged. 451 

 452 
Sec. 3.8 OUTDOOR STORAGE LIMITATIONS 453 

 454 
(A) TRUCK TRAILERS 455 

 456 
This limitation is for any trailer, customarily pulled by a commercial tractor unit, for the delivery of goods over the 457 
road. 458 

 459 
Such trailers shall be limited to no more than two at any one time, shall only be allowed on a temporary basis, and 460 
at no time shall a trailer(s) remain on a parcel for more than 6 months in each 12-month period (limitation is 461 
cumulative so no combination of trailer(s) shall exceed 6 months in a 12-month period). Commercial and industrial 462 
uses shall be exempt from these limitations provided site plan approval is obtained (with the length of time for use 463 
of a trailer determined) from the Development Review Board. 464 

 465 
Regardless of whether temporary or allowed by site plan approval, the following shall apply: 466 

 467 
1. The use of the trailer(s) shall be accessory to the principal use of the property. 468 

 469 
2. The trailer(s) shall meet setbacks for the zone in which it lies. 470 

 471 
3. The trailer(s) shall not encumber required parking spaces for the subject use. 472 

 473 
4. The trailer(s) shall sit on inflated tires. 474 

 475 
5. The exterior of the trailer(s) must be maintained to the degree that it does not become a blight including 476 

external rusting, holes, safety hazards, graffiti, and generally in good appearance. 477 
 478 

6. The trailer(s) shall not be used for advertising of the subject parcel or any other use on any other parcel. 479 
 480 

7. If hazardous materials are to be stored in the trailer(s), the container shall be labeled as such and secured 481 
in a manner consistent with the U.S. Department of Transportation guidelines and Vermont Department 482 
of Environmental Conservation regulations. 483 

 484 
8. Exempt from these requirements are farms that qualify as an agricultural use as defined by the State of 485 

Vermont, Agency of Agriculture, Food and& Markets. 486 
 487 

(B) STORAGE OF CAMPERS/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 488 
 489 

No more than two (2) campers, boats, or other recreational vehicles over 20’ long may be parked in a residential 490 
zone unless screened from all adjacent properties and any public roadway. See Article 4, Sec. 4.4 for other 491 
regulations involving campers and recreational vehicles. 492 

(C) PRIVATE MOTOR VEHICLE SALES 493 
 494 

Such Storage is limited to the display of no more than one (1) motor vehicle at a time, whether registered and/or 495 
inspected or not, on any given lot. This restriction does not intend to include other personal items such as recreational 496 
equipment, snowmobiles, motorcycles etc. 497 

 498 
(D) CONVERTED VEHICLES USED FOR STORAGE 499 

 500 
The conversion of buses, motor vehicles, recreational vehicles, including campers for storage use is prohibited. 501 
 502 

Sec. 3.9 OFF STREET PARKING, LOADING &AND SERVICE AREA REQUIREMENTS 503 
 504 

Off-street parking spaces shall be provided in accordance with the minimum parking chart and specifications of this section 505 
whenever a new use is established or an exitingexisting use is enlarged. 506 

 507 
(A) SIZE 508 
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 509 
All parking spaces shall be a minimum of 10’ wide and 20’ long. 510 

 511 
(B) LOCATION 512 

 513 
Whenever possible, off-street parking shall be on the same lot as the use itself. If parking is to be provided on a 514 
contiguous privately owned parcel or on a lot directly across the street, the applicant shall provide evidence that 515 
such an arrangement can be accommodated and is secured by way of a legal document that is recorded in the land 516 
records. However, at no time shall the minimum number of parking spaces for a given use be less than what is 517 
required. 518 

 519 
(C) UNAVAILABLE AREA 520 

 521 
No area shall be considered available for parking spaces if it shall be used for any purpose that limits its availability 522 
for parking year-round such as snow storage, loading areas, fire lanes, display area for merchandise etc. 523 

 524 
(D) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 525 

 526 
Areas designated as loading areas shall be kept free from parking spaces. 527 

 528 
Parking areas shall have an approved storm water management plan so that abutting properties and public ways are 529 
not adversely affected. 530 

 531 
Where a specific use is not listed in the Minimum Parking Chart, the DRB shall determine the minimum standard 532 
for the use. 533 

 534 
(E) PARKING LOT LIGHTING 535 

 536 
All parking lot lighting shall be shielded so that the light is directed towards the parking area and not the adjacent 537 
land or the road. 538 

 539 
All parking areas and passageways not associated with a dwelling shall provide adequate lighting during the hours 540 
of use so as to provide illumination for the safety of those using the parking lot and passageways. In addition, the 541 
DRB may require screening to mitigate impacts of vehicle headlights on abutting uses especially when adjacent to 542 
a residential use. The Town of Barre encourages the installation and use of energy efficient lighting. Requirements 543 
of this article, 3.15 shall also apply. 544 

 545 
(F) SETBACK 546 

 547 
All parking spaces shall be subject to side yard setback requirements for the zone in which the subject property lies. 548 

 549 

(G) MINIMUM PARKING CHART 550 
 551 

Dwellings, (all types) 2 spaces for each dwelling unit  

Motel, Hotel, Bed & Breakfast 1 space for each unit plus 1 

spaces for every 5 rooms. 

Boarding house, lodging house 1 space for each resident plus two additional 

spaces. Also, 1 additional space for every 5 

rooms 

Group home 1    space    for    every     two     residents in 

addition to the required parking for the 

dwelling 

Convalescent/Nursing Home 1 parking space for every 2 beds 

Elderly/disabled housing complex 1 parking spaces for every unit 

Places of Assembly One parking space for every 175 sq. ft. of 

floor space (not counting storage areas and 

other misc. areas) or, if outdoors minimum 

parking shall be determined by the DRB 

based on the proposed use. 

Restaurants One parking space for every 100 sq. ft. of 

overall building size. 
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Commercial/Retail use 1 parking space for every 200 sq. ft. of 

overall building size. 

Industrial use Minimum of 2 spaces plus 1.5 parking 

spaces per 1000 sq. ft. of overall building 

size. 

Professional/Medical uses Minimum of 2 spaces plus 1 parking space 

for every 200 sq. ft. of overall building size. 

 552 
The required number of contiguous off-street parking spaces may be reduced by the Development Review Board 553 
(DRB) during either conditional use or site plan review providing the applicant can demonstrate that the request for 554 
reduction is due to: 555 

 556 
1. The unique use of property and it can be demonstrated that traffic volume will be substantially less than 557 

normally anticipated. 558 
2. The requirement being excessive or insufficient for the use at that time. 559 
3. The nature of the project for which vehicle usage is minimal such as elderly or disabled housing use. 560 

 561 
In all cases, the DRB must consider potential future uses of any structures being built so as to accommodate future 562 
uses and the parking that may be needed for those uses. In lieu of required parking spaces actually being created, the 563 
DRB may designate potential future parking spaces and exclude permanent development on them. 564 

 565 
(H) LOADING REQUIREMENTS 566 

 567 
Off street loading areas shall be required for all new or altered uses and/or structures that commonly and/or regularly 568 
receive deliveries or pickups for the conduct of their business. Loading areas shall be located in such a way that any 569 
vehicle using the loading area shall not protrude into the traveled portion of the road or highway and/or disturb the 570 
internal circulation pattern of the use. In addition, no required parking space shall be encumbered by any vehicle 571 
unloading or loading. 572 

 573 
The DRB during conditional use or site plan review may exclude any of the requirements under (H) if the applicant 574 
can demonstrate that: 575 

 576 
The requirement is excessive for the use, size, or locations of the building. 577 

 578 

Sec. 3.10 STEEP SLOPES 579 
 580 

(A) All development involving the excavation, filling, or regrading of land (including the installation of driveways) 581 
having a slope of 15% or more shall be subject to review by the DRB under article 5 of this bylaw. Under this 582 
provision, the DRB may require for review and approval, the submission of erosion control and stormwater 583 
management plans prepared by a professional engineer which plans: 584 

 585 
1. Cover all phases of development, including site preparation, construction, and post-construction; and 586 

 587 
2. Incorporates accepted or best management practices for erosion control and stormwater management as 588 

defined by the Vermont Department of Environmental Conservation; and 589 
 590 

3. Identify related long-term maintenance and management requirements. 591 
 592 

Sec. 3.11 SURFACE WATERS &AND WETLANDS 593 
 594 

(A) Streams and Water Courses: No structure shall be placed, and no land shall be excavated, filled, or graded in any 595 
zoning district within a minimum distance of 50 feet from the high-water mark of all. 596 

 597 
1. Ponds and streams. 598 

 599 
2. Delineated boundary or buffer zone of a Class 1 or Class 2 wetland, as defined and regulated under the 600 

Vermont Wetlands Rules, and which is shown on the most recent Vermont Significant Wetlands Inventory 601 
Map for the Town of Barre. 602 

 603 
(B) The DRB may accept a buffer management plan in cases where setback cannot be met for practical development of 604 

a project. Said plan shall describe the long-term management of the land within the required setback areas with the 605 
goal of protecting surface water quality, fish and wildlife habitat, and stormwater management systems. 606 

 607 
(C) Prior to granting such approval, the DRB shall find that the proposed construction, earth excavation, filling or 608 

grading, will not contribute to any impeded drainage, flood hazard, erosion silting, or other adverse effect on natural 609 

TownofBmre7.oaiagBylaw Bfl'eclCiw: 8'2&1)8 

Article3-0enen1Requirenmt8,._· __________________ ~Upd~_-_: 3_/'30/1_0_&_10/3~/17 



Town of Barre Zoning Bylaw Page 20 August 26, 2008 

 

 

conditions, on fish or wildlife habitat, or interfere with the present or planned storm water drainage system of the 610 
Town. 611 

 612 
(D) All projects that contemplate development within said required setback shall require site plan review in accordance 613 

with aArticle 5 of this bylaw. The DRB may approve modifications to the setback standards set forth above after a 614 
determination that the proposed modifications meet the following criteria: 615 

 616 
 617 

1. That reasonable efforts will be undertaken to protect water quality, such as, but not limited to, the planting 618 
of shade trees adjacent to streambanks, the establishment of vegetate buffer areas along streambanks, 619 
and/or stormwater management provisions to collect and disperse stormwater away from the stream or 620 
river. 621 

 622 
(E) Required setback areas are to be maintained in undisturbed state unless other wise permitted by the DRB as part of 623 

an approved buffer management plan. The following structures or uses may be allowed, subject to approval by the 624 
DRB, within setback areas required under this section: 625 

 626 
1. Roads, driveways, and utility crossings, 627 
2. Bank stabilization and restoration projects, in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations,. 628 
3. Stormwater management and flood control facilities, in accordance with applicable state and federal 629 

regulations, 630 
4. Bicycle and pedestrian paths, and 631 
5. Anything intending to specifically provide access to the surface water and wetlands. 632 

 633 
Sec. 3.12 WATER SUPPLY AND WASTEWATER DISPOSAL 634 

 635 
Regulations regarding water supply and wastewater disposal can be found in the Town code in the following section but not 636 
necessarily limited to: 637 

 638 
Sec. 8, Utilities and Sec. 4, Health 639 

 640 

All land development proposed, authorized, and controlled by this bylaw, shall follow the above referenced sections of Town 641 
Code and any other applicable town or state law and regulation. Failure to do so will result in a violation of not only Town 642 
Code but this bylaw as well. 643 

 644 
Sec. 3.13 FILLING OF LAND (NOT MUNICIPAL SOLID WASTE LANDFILLS) 645 

 646 
In any zoning district, dumping of refuse and waste material over 200 cubic yards in volume (and less than 800 cubic yards) 647 
to be used for the filling of land with material from a location other than on the same parcel, or the relocation of such material 648 
from one location to another on the same parcel, is prohibited unless approved by the Town Engineer. 649 

 650 
Fill exceeding 800 cubic yards requires site plan review and approval by the Development Review Board under site plan 651 
review criteria and taking into consideration the following: 652 

 653 
1) The contour of the land before and after the proposed fill is added and what the final grade will be in relation to 654 

abutting land. 655 
 656 

2) Impact to existing drainage and any proposed changes thereto. 657 
 658 

3) The proposed amount of fill to be brought in. 659 
 660 

4) The amount of traffic as it relates to the hauling of the fill as well as consideration as to what effect the weight of 661 
the vehicles hauling the fill may have of the roadways. Weight limits may be appropriate. 662 

 663 
5) Hours of proposed operations including the time of day and what days of the week. The DRB may limit both 664 

depending on location and how surrounding uses may be affected. 665 
 666 

In any case and regardless of the amount of fill: 667 
 668 

1) No existing drainage ways or swales that are an integral part of a drainage system, year roundyear-round or seasonal, 669 
shall be filled in any way. 670 

 671 
2) When filling or grading on a parcel, unless it is below grade of a town highway, provisions for a ditch or swale that 672 

allows runoff from both the highway and the parcel shall be made. Such a ditch or swale shall be sufficient to 673 
accomplish the goal of preventing water from remaining on or entering onto the highway. Said swale shall be 674 
constructed in accordance with industry standards and so that it will not erode. 675 
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 676 
3) The filling of land shall not have a negative impact on the rights of others when those rights are secured by 677 

easements or rights-of-ways on the land subject to the filling. Filling in an area subject to an easement or right-of- 678 
way shall require site plan review and approval by the Development Review Board under site plan review criteria. 679 
The intent of this requirement is to ensure that the rights of others to use the easement or right-of-way for what was 680 
intended is not altered which shall include but is not limited to the use as ingress and egress and access to 681 
underground uses such as utilities. 682 

 683 
4) In all cases the filling of land shall have the effect of zero increase in runoff on abutting properties and shall not 684 

cause significant alteration in contours as it relates to abutting properties. 685 
 686 

5) If any of the preceding restrictions cannot be adhered to, then site plan review and approval by the Development 687 
Review Board is required. 688 

 689 
 690 

The following materials may be used for fill: Loam, soil, rock, stone, gravel, sand, cinders, and other solid materials 691 
including concrete, whether reinforced or not may be used as fill. Wood or anything considered hazardous to the environment, 692 
including tires, may not be used as fill. 693 

 694 
Temporary storage of fill is allowed for non-commercial purposes for distribution on the lot in accordance with above but 695 
shall not be stored within the setback without properly installed and maintained erosion control measures, must be used on 696 
site, shall not be stored for more than 1 calendar year, and shall not be stored within 50’ of a waterway that is an integral part 697 
of a drainage system or wetland unless approved by the Development Review Board. 698 

 699 

Regardless of the purpose of the fill and what the site review requirements are, all fill that involves the potential for 700 
movement from one place to another if not properly secured shall have appropriate erosion control measures taken to ensure 701 
that sedimentation problems for surface water do not exist. Additionally, appropriate actions shall be taken to control dust that 702 
may impact air quality in the area. 703 

 704 
Sec. 3.14 AGRICULTURAL USES 705 

 706 
The use of land for agricultural purposes shall be allowed by right, no permit necessary in all zones.  This does not necessarily 707 
exempt a structure associated with the use exempt from zoning compliance.  The exception is that a “farm” does have some 708 
exemptions  709 
 710 
A “farm” is defined by the Agency of Agriculture, Food and Markets (AAFM) and is exempt from municipal zoning if 711 
Required Agricultural Practices (RAP) are being followed in accordance with AAFM. Agricultural uses, where animals are 712 
involved, are not exempt from Barre Town’s animal nuisance control ordinance. 713 

 714 
“Farm structures” are exempt from the zoning compliance if said structure(s) is(are) being used in conjunction with a farm. 715 

This exemption does not apply to building setback as noted in Article 2, table 2.2 (accessory setback) and still requires that 716 
the farmer notify the zoning office, on a form supplied by the zoning office, that a farm structure is being erected.   717 
 718 
The use of land for agricultural purposes shall be allowed by right, no permit necessary, in all zones as long as accepted 719 
agricultural practices are being followed in accordance with the State of Vermont, Department of Agriculture, Accepted 720 
Agriculture Practice Regulations. Agricultural uses, where animals are involved, are subject to provisions within Barre Town’s 721 
animal control nuisances ordinance. 722 

 723 
“Farm Structures” For a structure to be considered a “farm structure”, thus exempt from the permitting process (but not 724 

exempt from setback requirements), said structure must meet the definition of a farm structure under the accepted agricultural 725 
practices definition. Said exception does not exempt a person(s) from notifying the Zoning Office, on a form supplied by the 726 
Zoning Office, that a farm structure is being erected. 727 

 728 
Sec. 3.15 ACCESSORY ON FARM BUSNINESSESBUSINESSES  729 

 730 
An accessory on Farm Business (AOFB) is an activity that is accessory to a farm (as defined by the Agency of Agriculture, food 731 
and Markets), is exempt from municipal zoning in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (11), and comprised of the following: 732 
 733 

a. The storage, preparation, processing, and sale of qualifying products, provided that more than 50 percent of the 734 
total annual sales are from qualifying products that are principally produced on the farm at which the business is 735 
located.  736 

 737 
b. Educational, recreational, or social events that feature agricultural practices or qualifying products, or both in 738 

accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4412 (11) (i) (II). 739 
 740 
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 741 
Sec. 3.16 CANNABIS ESTABLLISHMENTSESTABLISHMENTS  742 

 743 
Cannabis Establishments are regulated by the Vermont Cannabis Control Board (7 V,S,A § 843) and are defined within this 744 
bylawas defined in Article 8  in accordance with 7 V.S.A. cChapter 33. Cannabis Establishments are regulated to the same extent 745 
other businesses are regulated herein under authority of 24 V.S.A. § 4414. Retailers are only allowed if the Town of Barre votes 746 
to opt-in to host retail cannabis establishments.  747 

 748 
 749 

Sec. 3.15 17 OUTDOOR LIGHTING 750 
 751 

All lighting, whether for commercial, industrial, or private use, for the purpose of providing security or otherwise, shall be 752 
shielded or pointed in a way to direct the lighting downward and not directly towards abutting properties and/or traveled ways. 753 

 754 
  755 

 756 
 757 
 758 
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 759 
 760 

Article 4 SPECIFIC USE STANDARDS 761 

Sec. 4.1 APPLICABILITY 762 

This section of the Bylaw is enacted to establish bylaws for specific uses that are allowed or not allowed within the limits of 763 
the Town of Barre. These uses must meet the requirements and standards outlined in this section of the Bylaw for consideration 764 
as permitted uses within their respective zones after approval by the Development Review Board (DRB). This section is 765 
enacted in accordance with 24 V.S.A.. 117 § 4411 (a)(1), which allows the municipality to create and enforce bylaws that permit, 766 
prohibit, restrict, regulate, and determine land development, including the specific uses of land. 767 

 768 
Sec. 4.2 ACCESSORY DWELLING 769 

 770 
Accessory dwellings are allowed in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 117 § 4412 (1) (E) and& (F) and further defined in Article 8 of 771 
this Bylaw. If the primary dwelling is on municipal sewer an additional sewer unit must be obtained for the accessory dwelling, 772 
water will be based on usage. If the primary dwelling is using an on-site septic system, certification from a qualified/certified 773 
engineer that the system is capable of handling the additional flow will be necessary, and an amended State wastewater permit 774 
is likely needed. An upgrade to the system may be required. The onsite water supply shall also be adequate to serve both 775 
dwellings. 776 

 777 
Accessory dwellings require zoning review by submission of a Change of Use Permit. 778 

 779 
Accessory dwellings are allowed in any zone where single-family dwellings are allowed such as Conservation, Very High 780 
Density, High Density, Medium Density, Low Density, and East Barre Commercial. 781 

 782 
Sec. 4.3 ADAPTIVE RE-USE OF AGRICUTURALAGRICULTURAL STRUCTURES 783 

 784 
For the purposes of this Bylaw, this section refers to the adaptation of existing agricultural structures for use as commercial 785 
storage in zones where such use may not otherwise be allowed. 786 

 787 
All proposed rehabilitation and adaptive re-use of agricultural structures is subject to site plan review and approval by the 788 
DRB in accordance with Article 5, sec. 5.6 of this Bylaw. 789 

 790 
The Zoning Administrator shall determine whether the application falls under the classification of minor or major development 791 
as outlined in Article 5, sec 5.6 (A) 792 

 793 
Sec. 4.4 CAMPERS/RECREATIONAL VEHICLES 794 

 795 
For the purposes of this Bylaw, camperscampers, and recreational vehicles (RV’s) are hereby defined as temporary dwellings 796 
subject to the permitting provisions of this Sec. of the Bylaw. Such temporary dwellings are those not generally located on a 797 
lot year- round as a primary or secondary residenceresidence, and which could reasonably be towed or driven off the lot. The 798 
definition of a temporary dwelling does not include the storage of such vehicles on a property for personal or commercial use 799 
as storage units which is defined in Article 3, Sec. 3.8 of this Bylaw. 800 

 801 
Campers and RV’s are allowed as a temporary residence with permission of the landowner on all residential use properties for 802 
up to 14 days without a Conditional Use Permit. 803 

 804 
Any residency lasting longer than the 14-day period requires a Conditional Use Permit as approved by the DRB. A three 805 
daythree-day grace period will be allowed and the applicant must initiate the permitting process on or before the 14th day in 806 
order to comply with this provision. The applicant, must file their application in the zoning office and pay all applicable fees. 807 
The applicant is also required to attend the DRB hearing where the permit will be considered. Conditional Use Permit and 808 
review provisions are located in Article 5, Sec. 5.5 of this Bylaw. Permits are valid for one-year from the date of issuance. 809 

 810 
Residency is allowed from the expiration of the 14-day period until such DRB hearing only if the permit process has been 811 
initiated in the time prescribed above. If the application is denied, the camper or RV must be removed within 5 days from the 812 
lot. 813 

 814 
If no approved on-site disposal method is available, a condition of the conditional use permit, if granted by the DRB, shall be 815 
that the owners/occupants of a camper or recreational vehicle must dispose of their wastewater at least once a week, more 816 
oftenoften, if necessary, at an approved wastewater disposal facility (such as a municipal treatment plant or a commercial 817 
campground with such capabilities). The applicant must comply with the provisions of this paragraph while waiting for the 818 
DRB  hearing. 819 

 820 
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Sec. 4.5 CAMPGROUND 821 
 822 

A campground is fully defined in Article 8 of this Bylaw as a commercial use of land for the temporary accommodation of 823 
campers, tents, cabins and/or recreational vehicles used for sleeping and cooking. A campground is a permitted use in all zones 824 
except industrial and earth resource extraction zones. 825 

 826 
Land development for the proposed purpose of constructing a new campground or expanding an existing one shall be subject 827 
to site plan review and approval as defined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this bylaw. The Zoning Administrator shall determine 828 
whether the application falls under the classification of a minor or major development in accordance with Article 5, Sec. 5.6 829 
(A) of this Bylaw. 830 

 831 
A permitted campground must provide an adequate and safe water supply, as well as adequate access to wastewater or other 832 
sanitary facilities (i.e. composting toilets, septic systems, municipal system, etc.). Owners/operators of said campground shall 833 
provide waste disposal and recycling services. 834 

 835 
Each camping space shall be individually defined and have its own access except in campgrounds or areas of campgrounds 836 
which are for tents only and used for low-impact (Leave no Trace) camping. No camping space shall be closer than 50 feet to 837 
either a public street/road right-of-way or property line. 838 

 839 
Sec. 4.6 CONTRACTOR’S YARD 840 

 841 
A contractor’s yard is defined as the yard of any contractor where equipment and materials are stored or where a contractor 842 
performs shop or assembly work. It does not include any other yard or establishment otherwise defined or classified in this 843 
Bylaw nor does it include the storage of materials at the site of an allowed home-based industry as defined in Article 4, Sec. 844 
4.12 of this Bylaw. 845 

 846 
A contractor is hereby as any person, firm, association, syndicate, partnership, or corporation engaged in the business of 847 
accepting orders or contracts, either as a contractor or subcontractor, for construction of residential dwellings, commercial or 848 
industrial structures and/or infrastructure including, but not limited to other structures, roads, driveways water and sewer 849 
service. 850 

 851 
A contractor’s yard is an area of any size needed for the storage of equipment or materials essential to the operation of a 852 
contractor. Any proposed changes to an existing contractor’s yard, or the creation of a new contractor’s yard, is subject to site 853 
plan review and approval by the DRB as outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this Bylaw. Pursuant to the site plan review process, 854 
the DRB may attach any conditions in deems necessary to the approval of a permit, such as adequate screening or fencing. 855 

 856 
A contractor’s yard is a permitted use in the Industrial, Highway Commercial, Office Building Retail, and Earth Resource 857 
Extraction zones, and a conditional use in East Barre Commercial. 858 

 859 
Sec. 4.7 DAY CARE FACILITY 860 

 861 
Day care facilities are fully defined and separated in Article 8, Sec. 8.0 of this Bylaw into two categories: (Commercial) a day 862 
care facility outside of/separate from the primary residence of the caregiver(s), and (Home) a day care facility operated from 863 
the primary residence of the caregiver(s). 864 

 865 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A. 117 § 4412 (5), a state-licensed or registered day care facility serving six or fewer children shall 866 
be considered as a permitted single-family residential use of property and is thereby exempt from site plan review. All other 867 
state-licensed or registered facilities serving more than six children whether Commercial or Home shall be subject to site plan 868 
review and approval as outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 (5) of this bylaw. 869 

 870 
Home Day Care facilities are permitted uses in all zones, with the following exceptions: Industrial, Earth Resource, 871 
Office/Business, and Office/Retail unless the residential use is considered pre-existing. Home and Commercial Day Care 872 

 873 
facilities are permitted uses in the Highway Commercial zone. Commercial Day Care facilities are conditional uses in the 874 
following zones: very high-density residential, high-density residential, medium density residential, low density residential, 875 
East Barre Commercial. 876 

 877 

Sec. 4.8 ELDERLY/DISABLED HOUSING COMPLEX 878 
 879 

A complex for the elderly or disabled is fully defined in Article Sec. 8.0 of this Bylaw as a multiple-unit housing complex 880 
exclusively occupied by elderly residents and/or those with disabilities. 881 

 882 
The principal resident of any individual dwelling unit within an elderly housing complex must be at least 60 years of age. No 883 
more than two individuals under the age of 60 may live with the principal resident in a dwelling unit within an elderly housing 884 
complex. 885 
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 886 
For the purposes of this Bylaw, an individual will be considered as disabled should he or she meet the definition of disabled 887 
as established in 9 V.S.A.. 139 § 4501. 888 

 889 
All housing complexes other than those given special consideration in state statute shall each be considered a Planned Unit 890 
Developments (PUD) and subject review and approval under Article 6 as well as site plan review and approval as outlined in 891 
Article 5 of this Bylaw. 892 

 893 
Proposed land development shall be considered as a complex if it shall contain three or more individual dwelling units and 894 
serve only a designated segment of the Barre Town population, such as the elderly or disabled. 895 

 896 
All elderly and/or disabled housing complexes must also fulfill the parking requirements established in Article 2, Sec. 3.11 897 
(h) of this bylaw unless otherwise determined by the DRB. 898 

 899 
Elderly/disabled housing complexes are allowed as conditional uses in the following zones: highway commercial, high-density 900 
residential, medium-density residential and low-density residential. 901 

 902 
Sec. 4.9 EXTRACTION AND QUARRYING 903 

 904 
The definition of extraction and quarrying includes, but is not limited to, granite quarrying, sand, and gravel pit operations. 905 

 906 
Any proposed land development for the removal, refinement and/or processing of topsoil, sand, gravel, stone, or other 907 
aggregate resources or minerals, including the construction or expansion of accessory buildings and structures and that disturbs 908 
at least one-half (1/2) acre of land is subject to review and approval based on the criteria established in Article 5, sSec. 5.6 of 909 
this Bylaw and the conditions and procedures outlined in this section of the bylaw. 910 

 911 
An application for proposed land development that disturbs at least one-half (1/2) acre of land for the purposes of extracting 912 
earthen materials shall be considered an application for major site plan review. 913 

 914 
In addition to the criteria in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 the DRB may require the applicant to submit additional information about the 915 
proposed land development, such as: 916 

 917 
• The estimated depth of the proposed excavation; 918 
• The distance from the outer edge of the excavated area to any and all adjacent properties and roads; 919 
• The effect anticipated by any noise, dust, and vibration; 920 
• A plan for addressing issues related to erosion and runoff; 921 
• The effect anticipated on traffic in the area(s) leading to and from the site of the proposed land development; 922 
• A plan addressing reclamation and rehabilitation of the quarried/excavated areas, or a plan outlining fencing, signage, 923 

or other security measures where reclamation and rehabilitation are not options; and 924 
• Other criteria not covered in this section or in the site plan review criteria listed in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this bylaw 925 

and which is deemed necessary for consideration by the DRB in their review of a specific land development 926 
proposal. 927 

 928 
In addition to the review criteria listed above, the DRB may also establish the following conditions for permit approval: 929 

 930 
• Hours and days-of-the-week in which the operation will be permitted: 931 
• Routes of transportation taken by trucks or other heavy equipment in order to transport materials and machinery to 932 

and from the site; 933 
• Safety measures considered necessary and appropriate to secure the site when it is not in operation and/or not staffed; 934 
• The length of time for which the use is allowed, and 935 
• Provisions for reclamation of the site when closed. 936 

 937 
The proposed use of land for extraction of earth resources is allowed in all zones. Granite quarrying is only allowed in 938 
the Earth Resource Extraction Zone as a conditional use. 939 

 940 

Sec. 4.10 FRATERNAL OR CHARITABLE ORGANIZATIONS 941 
 942 

Any land development, when proposed for use by a Club, Lodge, or Union hHall as fully defined in Article 8 of this bylaw, 943 
or for use by a charitable organization, shall require site plan review and approval from the DRB in accordance with Article 944 
5, Sec. 5.6 of this bylaw. 945 

 946 
Examples of land development include, but are not limited to, the construction of or addition to a building for gathering the 947 
organizations members and/or providing office space for employees of said organization. 948 

 949 
Clubs, Lodges, and Union Halls and charitable organizations are permitted uses in the office/retail and highway commercial 950 
zones and as a conditional use in low density and medium density residential zones. 951 
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 952 
Sec. 4.11 HOME OCCUPATIONS 953 

 954 
A home occupation is fully defined in Article 8.0 of this bylaw as an occupation carried on by the full-time resident(s) of the 955 
premises, andpremises and is permitted in all zones that allow residential use or where the residential use is pre-existing non-956 
conforming. Home occupations require a Home Occupation permit in accordance with Article 7, Sec. 7.6 of this bylaw and, such 957 
occupation are protected by 24 V.S.A.. 117 § 4412 (4) if the occupation is customary in residential areas and does not have an 958 
undue adverse effect upon the character of the neighborhood in which it is located. Permits must meet the following criteria: 959 

 960 
• The principal operator of the business or industry shall be a full-time resident of the dwelling; 961 
• No more than two people who are not full-time residents of the dwelling shall be employed by the business and 962 

work from or at the location of the dwelling; 963 
• All proposed signage must be in approved by the DRB in accordance with Sec. 7.5 of this bylaw. 964 

 965 
Sec. 4.12 HOME BASED BUSINESS/HOME INDUSTRY 966 

 967 
This section is intended for business and industry as fully defined in Article 8 in which the occupation is customarily performed 968 
off premises. Such uses may have employees but none of them shall work at the home other than those who reside there on a 969 
full-time basis. 970 

 971 
If equipment, materials, or employee vehicles are stored outside, site plan approval is required. Further, any outside storage 972 
of material, vehicles and equipment associated with a Home- Based Business or Home Industry shall be screened from all 973 
roads and/or abutting properties. Screening shall be solid, either vegetated or otherwise, and at least 6’ in height so as to 974 
accomplish the intended goal of restricting views from at grade abutting properties. The type of screening shall be determined 975 
by the DRB as part of site plan review/approval. 976 

 977 
Excepted Exempt from this requirement of screening shall be personal vehicles driven on a regular basis by the resident and 978 
on which advertising may be displayed as well as personal equipment not associated with the business. Home occupations or 979 
outside play equipment associated with an allowed or permitted use are not included in this provision of screening. 980 

Business or occupations customarily intended to be included within this definition include but are not limited to: 981 

Plumbing, heating, air-conditioning work 982 
Painting Contractors 983 
Electricians 984 
Masonry and stonework work 985 
Carpentry work 986 
Roofing, siding, sheet metal work 987 
Glasswork 988 

 989 

Sec. 4.13 PLANNED INDUSTRIAL PARK 990 

 991 
The purpose of a Planned Industrial Park is to encourage flexibility of design and development of land in such a manner as to 992 
promote the most appropriate use of the land and to facilitate a unique, dense, industrially developed area with adequate protection 993 
of abutting properties. 994 

 995 
A Planned Industrial Park is subject to approval of the DRB following site plan review as outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this 996 
Bylaw. The DRB may subject any proposed new industrial park or expansion of an existing industrial park to all conditions deemed 997 
necessary and prudent. Planned Industrial Parks are not specifically intended to be Planned Unit Developments. However, they 998 
could be if desired but would then also be subject to Article 6 provisions in addition to those stated here. 999 

 1000 
There shall be permitted within such a designated industrial park only such uses as are permitted in an Industrial zone. 1001 

 1002 
(A) GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF A PLANNED INDUSTRIAL PARK: 1003 

 1004 
1. Lot Areas – any tract of land to be considered for an industrial park shall be a minimum of 25 acres and must 1005 

be located within an Industrial zone. All individual lots inside the park shall be a minimum of 40,000 square 1006 
feet with a minimum of 200 feet of frontage on a Town highway within the park. 1007 

 1008 
2. Water and Sewer – any tract of land to be considered for an industrial park shall be served by municipal water 1009 

and sewer. 1010 
 1011 

3. Setback Minimums – the setback minimums are as follows: 1012 
 1013 

a. Buildings – 100 feet from Residential zone lines, 50 feet from right-of-way line on a principal street 1014 
separating the industrial park from another zone, 25 feet from street right-of-way line on streets 1015 
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within the industrial park, 20 feet from side and rear lot lines within the park. 1016 
 1017 

b. Parking – 100 feet from Residential zone lines, 25 feet from street right-of-way line, and 10 feet from 1018 
side and rear lot lines within the park. 1019 

 1020 
4. Building Height – the maximum allowed building height is 40 feet. 1021 

 1022 
5. Lot Coverage – the maximum lot coverage shall be no more than fifty-percent (50%) of the entire lot. Lot 1023 

coverage shall include parking and access areas. 1024 
 1025 

6. Parking Requirements – the requirements for parking areas are as follows: 1026 
 1027 

a. Each space shall be at least 10 ft x 20 ft in size; 1028 
b. There shall be least one parking space for every three employees at peak employment per shift; 1029 
c. All vehicle parking is restricted to off-street parking; 1030 
d. Parking areas shall be graded so as to drain off surface water; 1031 
e. Where a parking area is not otherwise screened from adjacent residential properties, there shall be 1032 

installed a solid screen not less than six feet in height using evergreen shrubs, all-metal industrial- 1033 
type of galvanized or non-ferrous material, wood, plastic, or other materials approved by the DRB; 1034 

f. Lights shall be used to illuminate parking areas and shall be arranged to reflect lighting away from 1035 
adjacent premises and the street; 1036 

g. Areas for parking, maneuvering, and unloading trucks shall be provided in addition to spaces provided 1037 
for employee parking; 1038 

h. When loading docks are on the street side of a building, whether the street is a principal street or an 1039 
access road, sufficient space must be provided to keep trucks from blocking roads or sidewalks; and 1040 

i. Adequate visitor or transit employee parking space shall be provided in keeping with the nature of 1041 
the anticipated use of the site. 1042 

 1043 
7. Utilities serving the buildings – all proposed buildings in an industrial park shall comply with the following 1044 

regulations: 1045 
 1046 

a. Primary lines may be constructed overhead or underground; 1047 
b. Secondary lines shall be constructed underground unless not economically noteconomically feasible 1048 

due to topography or specifically approved by the DRB; 1049 
c. Storage containers for fuel oil, gas, or other bulk fluids may be installed underground in accordance 1050 

with other applicable state and federal laws. If installation is above-ground, landscaping must be in 1051 
accordance with the DRB’s direction; 1052 

d. Water and sewer lines shall be installed in accordance with Town specifications; and 1053 
e. Roads shall be installed in accordance with Town specifications; 1054 

 1055 
8. Signs – all signs for the industrial park shall be installed using the following guidelines: 1056 

 1057 
a. All flashing and/or signs with moving parts are prohibited; 1058 
b. Park entrance signs shall make provisions to identify the park and each tenant within the park, but in 1059 

no instance shall the sign exceed the requirements of Article 7, Sec. 7.15 of this Bylaw; 1060 
c. All signs shall be erected within three years of the date of approval of the project unless otherwise 1061 

approved by the DRB; 1062 
d. On-premiseOn-premises signage shall be two feet high by eight feet wide at a height of four feet from 1063 

the ground to the bottom of the sign; and 1064 
e. On-premiseOn-premises signage shall be located fifteen feet from the street line right-of-way facing a 1065 

street within the industrial park and adjacent to the front entrance or other acceptable location as 1066 
approved by the DRB. 1067 

 1068 
9. Access to all lots in the Industrial Park must be on streets within said park, unless otherwise allowed by the 1069 

DRB. 1070 
 1071 

10. General requirements include any other requirements as specified by the DRB during the site plan review 1072 
process established in Article 5 of this bylaw. 1073 

 1074 
Sec. 4.14 MIXED USE 1075 

 1076 
Mixed-use land development, for the purposes of this bylaw, is defined as planned development featuring a dense mixture of 1077 
multiple uses. 1078 

 1079 
A mixed-use land development project shall contain, for example, some combination of residential, retail, service, 1080 
professional, and restaurant uses, with the goal of establishing or enhancing cohesive areas of development in Barre Town. A 1081 
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mixed-use development is not specifically intended to be a Planned Unit Development but could be if desired by a developer. 1082 
If a PUD is proposed, approval of a mixed use would also be subject to the provisions of Article 6 in addition to those stated 1083 
here. 1084 

 1085 
Mixed-use land development proposals and projects are subject to site plan review and approval by the DRB as outlined in 1086 
Article 5.6 of this bylaw. In addition, due to the status of mixed-use development as a conditional use in its allowed zones, a 1087 
conditional use permit is required. Conditional use permitting is outlined in Sec. 5.5 of this bylaw 1088 

 1089 
One example of mixed-use land development may be a building, or series of buildings, with the following tenant composition: 1090 

 1091 
• 1st Floor = 50% Retail, 50% Social service provision 1092 
• 2nd Floor = Professional offices 1093 
• 3rd Floor = Residential 1094 

 1095 
The above example is one of many potential mixed-use projects. Each building in a mixed-use project shall include multiple 1096 
uses. 1097 

 1098 
Mixed-use land development that includes a proposal for more than one building may be subject to the following 1099 
criteria/conditions, in addition to the site plan review criteria in Article 5.6 of this bylaw: 1100 

 1101 
• A plan and/or design for the flow of traffic, both pedestrian and automotive. 1102 
• Plantings, screenings, and other green space-oriented requirements as establish by the DRB. 1103 
• Restricted hours of operation for the non-residential uses. 1104 
• Measures designed for the protection of natural and historical resources and landmarks. 1105 
• Consistency with the character of the area as defined by the surrounding properties. 1106 

 1107 
Mixed-use land development is allowed as a conditional use in the following zones: Highway Commercial, Office Building 1108 
Business, Office Building Retail, and East Barre Commercial. 1109 

 1110 

Sec. 4.15 MOBILE HOME PARK 1111 
 1112 

A mobile home park is defined in Article 8.0 of this Bylaw as a parcel of land under single or common ownership or control 1113 
which contains, or is designed, laid out or adapted to accommodate, more than two mobile homes. 1114 

 1115 
All proposed new construction and/or expansion of existing mobile home parks within the Town of Barre shall comply with 1116 
the provisions of 10 V.S.A.. Chapter 153 and this bylaw. 1117 

 1118 
Any proposed land development for the purpose of constructing a new or expanding an existing mobile home park is subject 1119 
to: 1120 

 1121 
a) Conditional use review and approval due to the categorization of such land development as a conditional use in zones 1122 
where allowed. Conditional use review is outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.5 of this Bylaw, and; 1123 

 1124 
b) Site plan review and approval by the DRB as outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this Bylaw, and; 1125 

 1126 
c) Conditional use review may be done before site plan review or concurrently in accordance with Article 5, Sec. 5.2 of 1127 
this bylaw. 1128 

 1129 
Nothing in this section of the bylaw pertains to land used solely for the display or storage of mobile homes. 1130 

Pursuant to 24 V.S.A. 117 § 4412 (1) B., nothing in this bylaw is designed to exclude individual mobile homes from any zone 1131 
unless all other types of housing is also excluded in that zone. 1132 

In accordance with 24 V.S.A. 117 § 4412 (1) C, the following conditions apply for new mobile home parks or expansion of 1133 
existing mobile home parks proposed in the Town of Barre: 1134 

 1135 
• A minimum of 10,000 square feet shall be provided for each mobile home lot inside the mobile home park; 1136 
• At least one off-street parking space shall be required per mobile home lot; 1137 
• No mobile home shall be situated on a lot closer than 20 feet to another mobile home; 1138 
• All structures, which are not physically attached to the mobile home, must be at least 15 feet from another mobile 1139 

home, except where allowed by the DRB when the DRB has determined there is not cause for concern related to the 1140 
public’s welfare (e.g. fire). 1141 

If a mobile home park is a pre-existing nonconformity, the entire mobile home park shall be considered nonconforming. 1142 
However, individual home lots within the park shall not be considered nonconforming within themselves and shall not be 1143 
subject to the ramification of discontinuance or abandoned if so for more than 12 months as stipulated in Article 3, Sec. 3.7 1144 
(B) of this Bylaw. Replacement of individual mobile homes on an existing site shall be permitted after issuance of proper 1145 



Town of Barre Zoning Bylaw Page 29 August 26, 2008 

 

 

zoning permits. Conditional use and/or site plan review is not required in the case of replacements. However, all development 1146 
in the Special Flood hazard Area must be reviewed under Article 5, Sec 5.8. 1147 

Zone - Mobile home parks are allowed as conditional uses in the following zones: Highway Commercial, Very High-Density 1148 
Residential, High-Density Residential, Medium Density Residential and Low Density Residential. 1149 

 1150 
Sec. 4.16 OPEN-AIR MARKETS 1151 

 1152 
Open-air markets, long-term, as fully defined in Article 8 of this bylaw are subject to: 1153 

 1154 
a) Conditional use review and approval by the DRB, and; 1155 

 1156 
b) Site plan review and approval by the DRB. Both processes are explained in detail in Article 5 of this bylaw. 1157 

 1158 
The construction of a new structure or the expansion of an existing structure at such open-air market is subject to 1159 
Administrative Review by the Zoning Administrator as established in Article 5, Sec. 5.7, or site plan review by the DRB, both 1160 
processes more fully outlined in Article 5 of this bylaw. 1161 

 1162 
Examples of open-air markets include, but are not limited to, any retail business where goods are sold outdoors or under an 1163 
open structure (such as a lean-to or tent). All retail use is allowed on a seasonal, temporary, or limited basis. This use includes 1164 
any open-air market where booths or spaces are rented or leased to individuals or retailers for the sale of such products as 1165 
listed in the paragraph below. 1166 

 1167 
Examples of items sold at an open-air markets include, butinclude but are not limited to: vegetables (such as at farmers’ 1168 
markets), art workartwork, crafts, new and used household items, antiques, and personal effects. 1169 

 1170 

Individual farm stands are exempt from this Bylaw as defined in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 E, Exemptions. 1171 
 1172 

Zone – Open-air markets are allowed in all zones as a conditional use, except Industrial, Conservation, and Earth Resource 1173 
Extraction. 1174 

 1175 
Sec. 4.17 PUBLIC FACILITY 1176 

 1177 
For the purposes of this bylaw, the definition of a public facility shall include, but is not limited to: State or community owned 1178 
and operated institutions and facilities, public and private schools and other educational institutions certified by the state 1179 
department of education, churches and other places of worship, public and private hospitals, regional solid waste management 1180 
facilities certified under 10 V.S.A. chapter Chapter 159, hazardous waste management facilities for which a notice of intent to 1181 
construct has been received under 10 V.S.A. § 6606a. 1182 

 1183 
All proposed land development resulting in the construction or expansion of a public facility is subject to review and approval 1184 
based on the following criteria only, provided that any regulations imposed do not have the effect of interfering with the 1185 
intended functional use, as established in 24 V.S.A.. 117 § 4413 (a): 1186 

 1187 
• location 1188 
• size and building bulk 1189 
• height 1190 
• yards 1191 
• courts 1192 
• setbacks 1193 
• density of buildings 1194 
• off-street parking and loading facilities 1195 
• traffic 1196 
• noise 1197 
• lighting 1198 
• landscaping and screening 1199 

 1200 
In the event a question should arise regarding the status of a proposed facility, such as whether or not the applicant or the 1201 
proposed structure’s use is considered public, the Zoning Administrator shall make the determination. 1202 

 1203 
Public utility power generation plants and transmission facilities are regulated by the Vermont Public Service Board (section 1204 
248) and are specifically exempt from this bylaw. This includes transmission lines, solar collectors, and wind 1205 
towers/generators that are hooked to the power grid. 1206 

 1207 
Zone – Allowed zones for public facilities are varied, andvaried and are outlined in detail in Article 2 of this bylaw. 1208 

 1209 
Sec. 4.18 SERVICE STATION (Motor Vehicle) 1210 
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 1211 
Motor vehicle service stations as fully defined in Article 8 of this bylaw. Any proposed land development for the new 1212 
construction, re-adaptation, and/or expansion of an existing motor vehicle station shall be subject to conditional use review 1213 
and approval as well as  site plan review and approval by the DRB., and Both processes are outlined in Article 5 of this bylaw 1214 
and can be done concurrently.  1215 

 1216 
b) Conditional use review and approval by the DRB. Both processes are outlined in Article 5 of this bylaw. 1217 

 1218 
Additionally, the DRB shall also require the application of the following conditions on proposed new, re-adaptation, or 1219 
expansion of existing motor vehicle stations: 1220 

 1221 
• The lot shall have frontage on a Town road or state highway of at least 125 feet; 1222 
• All stored flammable and/or explosive materials, such as gas, oil, lubes, greases, etc.; shall be stored in accordance 1223 

with State environmental and safety regulations; 1224 
• Parts and dismantled vehicles shall be stored inside at all times; 1225 
• Pumps and/or other outside service devices shall be located at least 25 feet from all lot lines; 1226 
• There shall be no more than two (2) access driveways, and all access driveways shall not exceed 40 feet in width. 1227 

The DRB may modify this provision to reduce or increase the number of access driveways and/or the required width 1228 
if it determines that it is necessary or prudent based on safety considerations; and 1229 

• Signs shall not be nearer than ten feet to any property line and shall be as approved by the DRB in accordance with 1230 
Article 7, Sec. 7.5 of this bylaw. 1231 

 1232 

Only local permitting and approval processes are covered in this bylaw. The applicant is responsible for obtaining all necessary 1233 
permits from appropriate state and/or federal agencies, and for following any guidelines and regulations established by those 1234 
agencies. 1235 

 1236 
Zone – Office Retail and Highway Commercial. 1237 

 1238 
Sec. 4.19 JUNKYARD/SALVAGE YARD 1239 

 1240 
Junkyards are fully defined in Article 8 of this bylaw and Salvage yard is fully defined by 24 V.S.A.. 61 § 2241 (7). 1241 

 1242 
Any proposed land development for the purposes of creating or expanding an area for the purpose of storing automobile and/or 1243 
general junk is permissible only as approved by the appropriate state agency and the town Selectboard. 1244 

 1245 
All such proposals are first required to obtain a) site plan review and approval from the DRB, and b) conditional use review 1246 
and approval from the DRB. Both processes are established in Article 5 of this bylaw before review by the Selectboard. 1247 

 1248 
Additionally, the DRB may impose specific conditions on any approved permit for this type of land development. Those 1249 
conditions may include, but are not limited to: 1250 

 1251 
• Minimum distances between the edge of the junkyard/salvage yard area and abutting property lines; 1252 
• Consideration of the proposed junkyard/salvage yard’s proximity to natural resources such as water supplies; 1253 
• Hours of operation; 1254 
• Size of the lot allowed for the storage of materials; 1255 
• Odors and pest control; and 1256 
• Fencing and/or screening requirements. 1257 

 1258 
The applicant must also procure the necessary permits and approval from appropriate state entities, such as the Agency of 1259 
Transportation as established in 24 V.S.A.. Chapter 61, and the Agency of Natural Resources for Act 250 review where 1260 
applicable. 1261 

 1262 
Zone - Junkyards are allowed as a conditional use in the Industrial zone only. 1263 

 1264 
Sec. 4.20 TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY 1265 

 1266 
All permit applications for telecommunications facilities shall be made to the Barre Town Selectboard in accordance with the 1267 
Telecommunications Ordinance of the Town of Barre adopted in 1998. All permits are subject to review based on the criteria 1268 
listed within that ordinance along with any applicable procedure described within. 1269 

 1270 
The ordinance can be found in the Barre Town Code book, listed as Appendix D – Telecommunications. 1271 

 1272 
Sec. 4.21 TEMPORARY USE/SPECIAL EVENTS 1273 

 1274 
For regulations relating to Temporary Use/Special Events, refer to the Barre Town Code, cChapter 5, aArticle III 1275 

 1276 
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Sec 4.22 RESIDENTIAL STRUCTURE LIMITS 1277 
 1278 

Only one residential structure shall be permitted on a lot regardless of the lot size, zone, or road frontage. Except as 1279 
follows: 1280 

• Planned Unit Development (Article 6) 1281 

• Mobile Home Parks (Article 3, sSection 3.3 (B) 1282 

• Accessory Dwellings (Article 4, sSection 4.2) 1283 
• Single entity owned residential rental housing 1284 

  1285 

-
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 1286 

Article 5 DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 1287 

Sec. 5.1 APPLICABILITY 1288 

Before issuance of a zoning permit for any land development that requires conditional use approval, site plan approval or flood 1289 
hazard approval the sections in this article must be followed and approval granted as stipulated for each review. This Article 1290 
is enacted under the authority of 24 V.S.A. Chapter 117, to protect the health, safety, convenience, and general welfare of the 1291 
inhabitants of the Town of Barre. 1292 

 1293 
Sec. 5.2 SEQUENCE AND COORDINATION OF REVIEW 1294 

 1295 
If more than one type of review is required for a project, the reviews, to the extent feasible, shall be conducted concurrently. 1296 
If a development is before the DRB for conditional use review and is also subject to site plan review, the conditional use 1297 
review shall be the controlling regulation and the site plan review, while following the criteria listed herein, shall be a specific 1298 
criteria of the conditional use review. 1299 

 1300 
Sec. 5.3 FEES 1301 

 1302 
The applicant is responsible for all costs associated with the application process, including the appropriate filing fees, mailing 1303 
costs (for notification of abutting property owners, etc.), and other materials costs. The applicant is also responsible for any 1304 
costs incurred by the Town for professional engineering services needed due to the site plan application. 1305 

 1306 
Sec. 5.4 DECISIONS 1307 

 1308 
Regarding any application, the Development Review Board (DRB) shall render its final decision in writing in accordance with 1309 
Article 7, Sec. 7.1 of this bylaw. That decision shall indicate either a) approval of the request as presented based on the 1310 
DRB’s decision that the proposed plan is in compliance with the letter and spirit of the standards set forth in this bylaw; b) 1311 
approval of the request with conditions; or c) denial of the request based on the DRB’s decision that the proposed plan is 1312 
not in compliance with the letter and spirit of the standards set forth in this bylaw. 1313 

 1314 
An approval with conditions is subject to such conditions and/or modifications determined as appropriate by the DRB in order 1315 
for the proposal to comply with the standards set forth in this bylaw. 1316 

 1317 
A zoning permit shall not be issued if approval, or approval with conditions is not granted for a request applied for as part of 1318 
this section. 1319 

 1320 
Sec. 5.5 CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW 1321 

 1322 
No permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator for any use, structure, or development which requires a Conditional 1323 
Use Permit in this bylaw until the DRB grants that approval. In considering its action, the DRB shall make findings on the 1324 
general and specific standards contained herein, hold hearingshearings, and attach conditions as provided for in 24 V.S.A.117 1325 
§4414(3), §4460(4), and §4464. 1326 

 1327 
The DRB shall determine that the proposed use, structure, or development conforms to the following general and specific 1328 
standards, and shall not result in an undue adverse effect on any of the following. 1329 

 1330 
GENERAL REVIEW STANDARDS FOR CONDITIONAL USE APPROVAL 1331 

 1332 
The following general and specific standards are enabled through 24 V.S.A. § 4414 (3) (A) and 4414 (3) (B) 1333 

 1334 
1. The impact on the capacity of existing or planned community facilities, to include but not limited to: 1335 

a. Emergency services 1336 
b. Educational facilities 1337 
c. Water, sewer, or other municipal utility systems 1338 
d. Recreational facilities 1339 
e. Conservation or other designated natural areas 1340 
f. Solid waste disposal facilities; 1341 

2. The character of the area affected as defined by the purpose(s) of the zone within which the project is 1342 
located, and specifically stated policies and standards of the municipal plan; 1343 

3. Traffic on roads and highways in the vicinity; 1344 
4. Bylaws and ordinances then in effect; 1345 
5. Utilization of renewable energy resources. 1346 
6. Minimum lot size; 1347 

7. Distance from adjacent or nearby uses; 1348 
8. Criteria (as needed) adopted relating to site plan review pursuant to Article 5, Sec. 5.6 of this bylaw; 1349 
9. Any other standards and factors (as needed) that the bylaw may require; 1350 
10. Off-street parking requirements in accordance with standards outlined in Article 3, Sec. 3.9 of this bylaw; 1351 
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11. Loading/unloading facilities. 1352 
 1353 

In issuing a conditional use permit, the DRB may impose reasonable conditions to implement the purpose 1354 
of this bylaw and to ensure that safeguards are in place for orderly development and protection for the 1355 
Town and its residents. 1356 

 1357 
Sec. 5.6 SITE PLAN REVIEW 1358 

 1359 
No permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator for any use, structure, or development which requires site plan review 1360 
and approval until the DRB grants that approval. In considering its action, the DRB shall make findings on the general and 1361 
specific standards contained herein, hold hearingshearings, and attach conditions as provided for in 24 V.S.A.117. §4416. 1362 

 1363 
One hearing shall be held for site plans classified as minor, and two hearings shall be held for site plans classified as major. 1364 

 1365 
(A) MAJOR AND MINOR CLASSIFICATION 1366 

 1367 
The applicant shall file one (1) plan for review by the Zoning Administrator to be examined and classified by the Zoning 1368 
Administrator as either a major or minor development application using the criteria laid out in this section. 1369 

 1370 
Square footage is figured as gross useable floor area of a structure. Whether a space is unusable shall be determined by 1371 
the Zoning Administrator and/or the DRB. 1372 

 1373 
1. Major Classification. An application for land development is considered major if it meets one or more of the 1374 

criteria listed below: 1375 
 1376 

a. Retail Commercial, Professional Commercial, or Office use: The proposal includes construction of a 1377 
new structure, or expansion of an existing structure, which will exceed 2,500 square feet. 1378 

 1379 
b. Hotel, Motel, Bed and Breakfast. 1380 

 1381 
c. Restaurant use: The proposal includes construction of a new structure or an expansion of an existing 1382 

structure that exceeds 2,500 square feet. 1383 
 1384 

d. Industrial use: the proposal includes construction of a new structure that exceeds 4,000 square feet, or 1385 
an expansion of an existing structure that will make the overall size of the structure exceed 4,000 square 1386 
feet. 1387 

 1388 
e. Combined use: any combination of the above categories which proposed construction exceeds 3,000 1389 

square feet. 1390 
 1391 

f. Commercial or Industrial Expansion: any proposed expansion of an existing structure that increases 1392 
the overall size to 3,500 square feet. 1393 

 1394 
g. Earth disturbance/Extraction/Quarrying – Any proposed land development that disturbs at least one- 1395 

half (1/2) acre of land for the purpose of extracting natural resources or the storage of solid waste. This 1396 
provision includes any proposed land development that requires a significant amount of fill as determined 1397 
by the Zoning Administrator. 1398 

 1399 
h. Any proposed land development that requires significant additions or changes to any public utility or 1400 

facility – including but not limited to: streets, roads, sidewalks, water, sewer, and storm water control. 1401 
 1402 

i. Any proposed land development that has a significant impact on either traffic patterns or traffic 1403 
generation in the areas around the development, and/or would create an added negative impact in an 1404 
existing heavy traffic area. 1405 

 1406 
2. Minor Classification. All applications for proposed land development that do not meet any of the standards 1407 

for major classification shall be considered minor, and still subject to development review in accordance with 1408 
24 V.S.A .. Chapter 117, and the criteria listed in Article 5, Sec. 5.5 (5) (h) through (j). 1409 

B) SITE PLAN REVIEW SUBMITTAL REQUIREMENTS 1410 

 1411 
For all minor and major applications requiring a site plan review, the applicant must submit ten (10) additional 1412 
copies of the site plans and any additional documentation required. Site plans must be submitted at least 22 days 1413 
prior to the hearing scheduled by the DRB. A copy of the application and corresponding documentation shall be 1414 
kept on file in the Planning and Zoning Department and be made available to the public during regular business 1415 
hours. 1416 

 1417 
1. Minor site plan review applications shall include: (Architectural and/or engineered drawings not 1418 
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required) 1419 
 1420 

a. Name and address of the property owner, and the address of the subject property (if address is different 1421 
from the owner’s address). 1422 

b. All property lines, dimensions, easements, right-of-ways, other pertinent legal features, and the source of 1423 
that information. Sidewalks, streets, or other trails and roadways, if any, shall also be identified. Plans 1424 
shall be provided on a survey if available. 1425 

c. Setback distances to lot lines of all existing and proposed buildings. 1426 
d. Identification (by name) of adjacent streets, alleys, and public or private property. 1427 
e. Location, size, type, and shape of any structure(s) currently on the site and/or proposed for the site. For 1428 

proposed structures, architectural drawings showing all sides may be required. 1429 
f. Location of existing and/or proposed parking areas, along with projected or existing traffic movement on- 1430 

site and off-site and the activities associated with loading and unloading. 1431 
g. Location of any watercourses, wetlands, or other existing natural features on or adjacent to the subject 1432 

property. 1433 
h. Identification of the scale of the drawing and an indicator showing North. 1434 
i. The zoning district in which the proposed project resides. 1435 
j. Location of any zoning district boundaries within 300 feet of the perimeter of the property. 1436 
k. Existing drainage patterns and any plans to alter that drainage pattern. 1437 
l. Proposed exterior lighting. 1438 
m. Any and all other materials or information deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator and/or the DRB 1439 

to determine approval or denial of a site plan. 1440 
 1441 

2. Major Site Plan Review submission requirements: (Architectural and/or engineered drawings required) 1442 
 1443 

a. All of the requirements (a through m) listed for minor site plan review, together with any additions or 1444 
changes included below. 1445 

b. The plans must be prepared by either a licensed engineer or architect with a scale of 1” = 20’ on standard 1446 
24” x 36” sheets, andsheets and must include any additional written information on an attached 8 ½” x 1447 
11” sheets. 1448 

c. A topographical map for the site with lines at 10 foot intervals. 1449 
d. The uses and locations of abutting lands and the uses of those lands in relation to the site of the proposed 1450 

land development. 1451 
e. Drawings of existing and proposed structures, including the height, floor area, and size and location of 1452 

any doors to the exterior. Drawings shall include any anticipated alterations and/or additions. 1453 
f. Drawings for exterior facades shall be included, and all drawings shall be done to scale. 1454 
g. Location of all present and proposed utility systems (sewage/septic, water, telecommunications, fuel 1455 

storage, on-site mechanical equipment such as HVAC, etc.). 1456 
h. Drainage plans shall include any existing and/or proposed drain lines, retention ponds, culverts, catch 1457 

basins, headwalls, end walls, hydrants, manholes, and drainage swales. The Zoning Administrator and/or 1458 
the DRB may also request storm run-off calculations for large or environmentally sensitive development 1459 
proposals.  All drainage plans must comply with the regulations of and have permits from the 1460 
appropriate regulatory state agency. The Town Engineer shall approve and sign off on the plan once it 1461 
meets his/her satisfaction, and site plan approval shall not be given until then. 1462 

i. Indicate areas within the site and within 50 feet of the site of the proposed land development where soil 1463 
removal or filling is needed. 1464 

j. Applications for review shall include plans to prevent the pollution of surface or groundwater, erosion of 1465 
soil during and after construction, and excessive runoff as applicable. 1466 

k. In addition to “f” of the minor site plan submittal requirements, traffic plans for major applications shall 1467 
also include the number of curb cuts within the footprint of the proposed development site and the number 1468 
of motor-vehicle trips to and from the site (estimated for daily and peak hour traffic levels). 1469 

l. A landscape plan, which includes all existing natural land features, trees, forest cover, and water sources, 1470 
plus any proposed changes to these. Plans shall indicate vegetation/plantings used for screening and those 1471 
used ornamentally. 1472 

 1473 

3. Waiver of submittal requirements - the Zoning Administrator may waive site plan submittal requirements 1474 
for site plans classified as minor if it is determined that they are either not significant or necessary for the 1475 
review of a given proposal. The Zoning Administrator shall notify the DRB of what has been waived and also 1476 
the reasons for same before the hearing scheduled for the site plan review. 1477 

 1478 
The DRB may require the applicant to submit any requirements previously waived if it is determined that those 1479 
items are necessary to make a decision on the permit application. 1480 
 1481 

 1482 
(C) CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN REVIEW 1483 

 1484 
Conceptual site plan review: An applicant may request a conceptual site plan review by the DRB. Submittal for a 1485 
conceptual review shall include 10 copies of a drawing of the site, with major features (natural and man-made) 1486 
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clearly marked. The conceptual plan shall also include a directional compass (showing northNorth), adjacent streets 1487 
and parcels (identified by name), and sketches and/or outlines of potential land development. Materials accepted 1488 
for conceptual review will not be carried forward for site plan review. To proceed, the applicant must submit a 1489 
site plan based on the requirements in Sec. 5.6 (b) of this bylaw. The intent of conceptual review of a project is for 1490 
an informal presentation and discussion and the outcome of those discussions shall in no way bind the DRB or the 1491 
town to any final decision. 1492 

 1493 
(D) ACCEPTANCE AND TRANSMITTAL OF SITE PLAN/APPLICATION FOR REVIEW 1494 

 1495 
After review of the zoning permit application and site plan (to see if the submittal requirements have been met), the 1496 
Zoning Administrator shall determine if both are complete. Upon that determination, the Administrator shall 1497 
transmit the application and site plan to the DRB for review at its next available meeting in accordance with the 1498 
classification of the plan. The Administrator shall certify for the applicant, in writing, that the complete application 1499 
and site plan have been received. The DRB shall act to approve or deny the site plan within forty-five (45) days of 1500 
the closure of the final hearing. Failure to act within that period shall be deemed as site plan approval. 1501 

 1502 
(E) EXEMPTIONS 1503 

 1504 
The following examples of land development shall be exempt from the site plan approval process: 1505 

 1506 
1. Residential - All one-family and two-family dwellings including the expansion thereof. 1507 
2. Agricultural, horticultural, floricultural, and forestry - Land development for these uses, including outdoor 1508 

farm stands for retail purposes. No other retail use is allowed without site plan review and approval. 1509 
3. Accessory use and structures - A use, building, or structure customarily incidental to and located on the same 1510 

lot as the primary building. This exemption includes, but is not limited to, the construction of residential/private 1511 
garages, sheds, pools, decks, or similar small-accessory structures. 1512 

4. Home occupations - Home occupations which are operated by the residents of the premises and which employ 1513 
not more than two (2) persons who do not live on the premises. The occupation on the premises must clearly 1514 
a) be the secondary use of the premises and, b) does not change the residential character, create a nuisance, or 1515 
include the storage of materials in the building. 1516 

5. Temporary structures - Temporary structures, excluding Camper/Recreation Vehicles, see Sec. 4.4 which 1517 
shall be in place no longer than two (2) months, such as tents for outdoor events, temporary storage containers, 1518 
and other similar structures. 1519 

6. Hunting, fishing, and trapping - as specified under 24 V.S.A §2295 on private or public land. This exemption 1520 
does not include facilities supporting such activities, such as firing ranges or rod and gun clubs, and the like. 1521 

7. Subdivisions – The division of land pursuant to Town Subdivision Regulations. This exemptions does not 1522 
include uses that may occupy and subdivided parcel unless specifically exempt here in. 1523 

8. Minor grading and excavation – As associated with private road and driveway maintenance. Also exempt is 1524 
lawn and yard maintenance which is otherwise incidental to an approved use. This exemption does not include 1525 
extraction, quarrying activities, or the filling of land. 1526 

9. Outdoor recreation - Trails (i.e. walking, hiking, horse backhorseback riding, cross-country skiing, and 1527 
snowmobile trialstrails) which are not associated with a commercial establishment and where no structures or 1528 
parking areas. 1529 

10. Utility structures - 64 sq. ft. or less in size. Such structures shall also be exempt from permit requirements 1530 
and setbacks. 1531 

11. Home day cares – Those which serve fewer than six (6) children. 1532 
 1533 

(F) REVIEW STANDARDS FOR SITE PLAN APPROVAL 1534 
 1535 

The DRB shall conduct site plan review with respect to the criteria below. The DRB may impose appropriate 1536 
conditions, modifications, and protections where deemed necessary to eliminate or minimize potential problems 1537 
and/or nuisances: 1538 

 1539 

1. The proposed land development as it complies with or compliments the policies, regulations, standards, and 1540 
goals of the Town’s Zoning Bylaw and its most recently adopted Town Plan; 1541 

2. The convenience and safety of vehicular movement within the site, and in relation to adjacent areas of vehicular 1542 
movement. This includes consideration of access management in regards toin regard to entrances and exits for 1543 
the subject site; 1544 

3. The convenience and safety of pedestrian movement within the site, and in relation to adjacent areas of 1545 
pedestrian movement. Also included for consideration is the relationship to any pedestrian access deemed 1546 
necessary for adjacent properties and along public roads; 1547 

4. Storm water and drainage to insureensure adequate consideration of storm water runoff and drainage issues in 1548 
order to minimize the impacts of any development project on the adjacent property, the environment, and the 1549 
Town. The applicant shall bear the responsibility for obtaining and meeting any and all permitting requirements 1550 
of the appropriate state agency. The Town Engineer shall review the storm water runoff and drainage plan and 1551 
shall approve the site plan and sign off on the design before the project may be approved; 1552 

5. The protection of historic or natural environmental features on the property under review, as well as on the 1553 
adjacent areas; 1554 
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6. The impact of new development on public utilities such as water and sewer infrastructure and on other 1555 
users/consumers; 1556 

7. Signage that meets or exceeds the criteria established in this Bylaw, Article 7, Sec. 7.5. 1557 
8. The utilization of renewable energy resources; 1558 
9. Landscaping and/or screening to assist in mitigating undue impact of the proposed land development upon 1559 

neighboring landowners; 1560 
10. The adequacy of parking as well as loading and unloading facilities including their impact on surrounding 1561 

traffic patterns, in accordance with the provisions established in Article 3, Sec. 3.6 of this bylaw. 1562 
 1563 

(G) EXPIRATION OF SITE PLAN APPROVAL 1564 
 1565 

Expiration: Since site plan review is a part of the zoning permit process, a site plan as approved by the DRB is 1566 
valid for the length of the zoning permit defined in Article 7, Sec. 7.2 of this bylaw. Should an extension be granted 1567 
for the zoning permit (as allowed in Sec. 7.2), the site plan approval shall also be extended. If the zoning permit 1568 
expires, then so too does the site plan approval. 1569 

 1570 
(H) APPEALS 1571 

 1572 
Refer to article 7, Sec. 7.8 1573 

 1574 
Sec. 5.7 ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW 1575 

 1576 
To qualify for administrative review and approval by the Zoning Administrator any proposed land development, amendments 1577 
to previously approved new land development, and change-of-use permits must fall within the following set of criteria: 1578 

 1579 
• Single family dwellings 1580 
• Multi-Family dwellings (with up to four units and including accessory structures) 1581 
• Sandwich and other temporary signs 1582 
• Permitted changes-in-use (see Article 3, Sec. 3.3 of this bylaw) 1583 
• Accessory structures and buildings with a total floor area of less than 500 square feet 1584 
• Additions, which create a total floor area of less than 1,000 square feet. 1585 

 1586 
Sec. 5.8 FLOOD HAZARD AREA DEVELOPMENT 1587 

 1588 
(A) STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION 1589 

 1590 
To effect the purpose of 10 V.S.A. Chapter 32, and in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4424, there is hereby established an 1591 
ordinance for areas of special flood hazard in the Town of Barre, Vermont. 1592 

 1593 
(B) STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 1594 

 1595 
It is the purpose of this ordinance to: 1596 

 1597 
1. Minimize and prevent the loss of life and property, the disruption of commerce, the impairment of the tax 1598 

base, and the extraordinary public expenditures and demands on public services that result from flooding 1599 
and other flood related hazards; and 1600 

 1601 

2. Ensure that the design and construction of development in flood and other hazard areas are accomplished in a 1602 
manner that minimizes or eliminates the potential for flood and loss or damage to life and property; and 1603 

3. Manage all flood hazard areas designated pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 753; and 1604 
4. Make the state, municipalities, and individuals eligible for federal flood insurance and other federal disaster 1605 

recovery and hazard mitigation funds as may be available. 1606 
 1607 

(C) LANDS TO WHICH THESE REGULATIONS APPLY 1608 
 1609 

These regulations shall apply to all areas in the Town of Barre, Vermont identified as areas of special flood hazard in and 1610 
on the most current flood insurance studies and maps published by the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal 1611 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), as provided by the Secretary of 1612 
the Agency of Natural Resources pursuant to 10 V.S.A. § 753, which are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be 1613 
part of these regulations. 1614 

 1615 
(D) DEVELOPMENT PERMIT REQUIRED 1616 
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 1617 
A permit is required for all proposed development in areas of special flood hazard. Conditional use approval by the 1618 
appropriate municipal panel is required for: 1619 

 1620 
1. New buildings, 1621 
2. Substantial improvement of existing buildings, and 1622 
3. Development in a floodway 1623 

 1624 
Prior to being permitted by the Zoning Administrator all development and subdivisions shall be reviewed to assure that 1625 
such proposals minimize potential flood damage, public facilities, and utilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water 1626 
systems are constructed so as to minimize flood damage, and adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood 1627 
hazards. 1628 

 1629 
(E) PROCEDURES 1630 

 1631 
1. Prior to issuing a permit a copy of the application and supporting information shall be submitted by the Zoning 1632 

Administrator to the State National Flood Insurance Program coordinator at the Vermont Agency of Natural 1633 
Resources, Department of Environmental Conservation, River Management Sec. in accordance with 24 V.S.A. 1634 
§ 4424. A permit may be issued only following receipt of comments from the Agency or the expiration of 30 1635 
days from the date the application was mailed to the Agency, whichever is sooner. 1636 

2. Adjacent communities and the Stream Alteration Engineer at the Vermont Agency of Natural Resources, 1637 
Department of Environmental Conservation, River Management Section shall be notified at least 30 days prior 1638 
to issuing any permit for the alteration or relocation of a watercourse and copies of such notification shall be 1639 
submitted to the Administrator of the Natural Flood Insurance Program. 1640 

3. Applications for proposed development must be accompanied by a Vermont Agency of Natural Resources 1641 
Project Review Sheet. The Project Review Sheet shall identify all State and Federal agencies from which a 1642 
permit approval is required for the proposal, andproposal and shall be filed as a required attachment to the 1643 
Town permit application. The identified permits, or letter indicating that such permits are not required, shall 1644 
be submitted to the Zoning AdministratorAdministrator, and attached to the permit before the work can begin. 1645 

 1646 
(F) BASE FLOOD ELEVATIONS AND FLOODWAY LIMITS 1647 

 1648 
1. Where available, base flood elevations and floodway limits (or data from which a community can designate 1649 

regulatory floodway limits) provided by the National Flood Insurance Program in the Flood Insurance Study 1650 
and accompanying maps shall be used to administer and enforce these regulations. 1651 

2. In areas where base flood elevations and floodway limits have not been provided by the National Flood 1652 
Insurance Program in the Flood Insurance Study and accompanying maps, base flood elevations and floodway 1653 
data provided by FEMA or available from State or Federal agencies or other sources, shall be obtained and 1654 
utilized to administer and enforce these regulations. 1655 

 1656 
(G) DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 1657 

 1658 
1. Floodway Areas 1659 

 1660 
a. Development, or any encroachments, within the regulatory floodway is prohibited unless it has been 1661 

demonstrated through hydrologic and hydraulic analyses performed in accordance with standard 1662 
 1663 

engineering practice by registered professional engineer certifying that the proposed development will 1664 
result in no increase in flood levels during the occurrence of the base flood. 1665 

b. In areas where no regulatory floodway has been designated by the National Flood Insurance Program, 1666 
development shall not be permitted in the floodway, as determined by Section VI. B., unless a technical 1667 
evaluation is provided demonstrating that the cumulative effect of the proposed development, when 1668 
combined with all other existing development and anticipated development will not increase the water 1669 
surface elevation of the base flood more than one foot at any point within the community. 1670 

c. Junkyards and storage facilities for floatable materials, chemicals, explosives, flammable liquids, or other 1671 
hazardous or toxic materials, are prohibited within the floodway. 1672 

 1673 
 1674 

2. Floodway Fringe Areas (i.e., special flood hazard areas outside of the floodway) 1675 
 1676 

All Development – All development shall be 1677 
 1678 

i. Reasonably safe from flooding; 1679 
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ii. Designed (or modified) and adequately anchored to prevent flotation, collapse, or lateral 1680 
movement of the structure during the occurrence of the base flood, 1681 

iii. Constructed with materials resistant to flood damage, 1682 
iv. Constructed by methods and practices that minimize flood damage, and 1683 
v. Constructed with electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing and air conditioning equipment and 1684 

other service facilities that are designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or 1685 
accumulating within the components during conditions of flooding. 1686 

vi. Adequately drained to reduce exposure to flood hazards; 1687 
vii. Located so as to minimize conflict with changes in channel location over time and the need to 1688 

intervene with such changes; and 1689 
viii. Required to locate any fuel storage tanks (as needed to serve an existing building in the Special 1690 

Flood Hazard Zone) a minimum of one foot above the base flood elevation and be securely 1691 
anchored to prevent flotation; or storage tanks may be placed underground, if securely anchored 1692 
as certified by a qualified professional. 1693 

 1694 
3. Residential Development 1695 

 1696 
a. New construction and existing buildings to be substantially improved that are located in Zones A1-30, and 1697 

AH shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated at least one foot above the base flood 1698 
elevation. New construction and existing buildings to be substantially improved that are located in Zone 1699 
AO shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as 1700 
high as the depth number specified in the feet on the community’s FIRM or at least two feet if no depth 1701 
number is specified. 1702 

 1703 
b. Manufactured homes to be placed and existing manufactured homes to be substantially improved that are: 1704 

 1705 
i. located outside of a manufactured home park or subdivision, in an expansion to an existing 1706 

manufactured home park or subdivision, or in a manufactured home park or subdivision which 1707 
has incurred substantial damage from a flood shall be elevated on a permanent foundation such 1708 
that the lowest floor of the manufactured home is elevated to one foot above the base flood 1709 
elevation and be securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist 1710 
floatation, collapse, and lateral movement during the occurrence of the base flood. 1711 

ii. located in an existing manufactured home park, where elevating a replacement home to or above 1712 
base flood elevation is not possible, the lowest floor shall be supported by reinforced piers or 1713 
other foundation elements of at least equivalent strength that are no less thatthan 48 inches in 1714 
height above grade and be securely anchored to an adequately anchored system to resist 1715 
floatation, collapse, and lateral movement. 1716 

 1717 
c. New subdivision proposals and other proposed development (including proposals for manufactured home 1718 

parks and subdivisions) that are greater than 50 lots or 5 acres, whichever is the lesser, shall include base 1719 
flood elevation data. 1720 

d. Residential construction located within Zones AH and AO shall have adequate drainage paths around 1721 
structure on slopes, to guide floodwater around and away from the proposed structures. 1722 

 1723 
4. Non-residential Development 1724 

 1725 
 1726 

a. New construction located in Zones A1-30, AE, and AH shall have the lowest floor, including basement, 1727 
elevated at least one foot above the base flood elevation. New construction located in Zone AO shall have1728 
 1729 

the lowest floor, including basement, elevated above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as two 1730 
depth number specified in the feet on the community’s FIRM or at least two feet if no depth number is 1731 
specified. 1732 

b.a. Existing buildings to be substantially improved located in Zones A1-30, AE, and AH shall have the lowest 1733 
floor, including basement, elevated to or above the base flood elevation or together with attendant utility 1734 
and sanitary, facilities be designed so that below the base flood elevation the structure is watertight with 1735 
walls substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the 1736 
capability of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. Existing buildings to 1737 
be substantially improved located in AO zones shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated 1738 
above the highest adjacent grade at least as high as the depth number specified in feet on the community’s 1739 
FIRM or at least two feet if no depth number is specified or together with attendant utility and sanitary 1740 
facilities be designed so that below the base flood elevation the structure is watertight with walls 1741 
substantially impermeable to the passage of water and with structural components having the capability 1742 
of resisting hydrostatic and hydrodynamic loads and effects of buoyancy. 1743 

c.b. A permit for a building proposed to be flood proofed shall not be issued until a registered professional 1744 
engineer or architect has reviewed the structural design, specificationsspecifications, and plans, and has 1745 
certified that the design and proposed methods of construction are in accordance with accepted standards 1746 
of practice for meeting the provisions of this subsection. 1747 
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d.c. Non-residential construction located within Zones AH and AO shall have adequate drainage paths around 1748 
structures on slopes, to guide floodwater around and away from the proposed structures. 1749 

 1750 
5. Subdivisions: Subdivision (including manufactured home parks) shall be designed to assure: 1751 

a. Such proposals minimize flood damage within the flood-prone area, 1752 
b. Public utilities and facilities, such as sewer, gas, electrical, water systems are located and constructed to 1753 

minimize or eliminate flood damage, and 1754 
c. Adequate drainage is provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards. 1755 

 1756 
6. Enclosed Areas Below the Lowest Floor: 1757 

a.  Fully enclosed areas below grade on all sides (including below grade crawlspaces and 1758 
basements) are prohibited. 1759 

b.  Fully enclosed areas that are above grade, below the lowest floor, below BFE, and 1760 
subject to flooding, shall 1761 

 1762 
i. Be solely used for parking of vehicles, storage, or building access, and such a condition 1763 
shall clearly be stated on any permits; and, 1764 

 1765 
ii. Be designed to automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls by 1766 
allowing for the entry and exit of floodwaters. Such designs must be certified by a 1767 
registered professional engineer or architect, orarchitect or meet or exceed the following 1768 
minimum criteria: A minimum of two openings on two walls having a total net area of 1769 
not less than one square inch for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding 1770 
shall be provided. The bottom of all openings shall be no higher than one foot above 1771 
grade. Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves, or other coverings or 1772 
devices provided that they permit the automatic entry and exit of floodwaters. 1773 

 1774 
7. Recreational Vehicles: Recreational Vehicles placed on sites with special flood hazard areas shall either: 1775 

 1776 
a. be on the site for fewer than 180 consecutive days, 1777 
b. be fully licensed and ready for highway use, or 1778 
c. be permitted in accordance with the elevation and anchoring requirements for “manufactured homes” in 1779 

sSection B. 2. (b). 1780 
 1781 

8. Accessory Structures: A small accessory building that represents a minimal investment need not be elevated 1782 
to the base flood elevation provided the building: 1783 

 1784 
a. Shall not be used for human habitation, 1785 
b. Shall be designed to have low flood damage potential, 1786 
c. Shall be constructed and placed on the building site so as to offer the minimum resistance to the flow of 1787 

floodwaters, 1788 
d. Shall be firmly anchored to prevent flotation, and 1789 
e. Shall have service facilities such as electrical and heating equipment elevated or flood proofed. 1790 

 1791 

9. Water Supply Systems: New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or 1792 
eliminate infiltration of flood waters into the systems. 1793 

 1794 
10. Sanitary Sewage Systems: New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be designed to minimize or 1795 

eliminate infiltration of floodwaters into the systems and discharges from the systems into floodwaters. 1796 
 1797 

11. On-Site Waste Disposal Systems: On-site waste disposal systems shall be located to avoid impairment to 1798 
them or contamination from them during flooding. 1799 

 1800 
12. Watercourse Carrying Capacity: The flood carrying capacity within any altered or relocated portion of a 1801 

watercourse shall be maintained. 1802 
 1803 

(H) DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 1804 
 1805 

The zoning administrator shall maintain a record of: 1806 
 1807 

1. All permits issued for development in areas of special flood hazard; 1808 
2. The elevation (consistent with the datum of the elevation of the NFIP maps for the community) of the lowest 1809 

floor, including basement, of all new or substantially improved buildings; 1810 
3. The elevation (consistent with the datum of the elevation of the NFIP maps for the community) to which 1811 

buildings have been floodproofed; 1812 
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4. All floodproofing certifications required under this regulation; and 1813 
5. All variance actions, including justification for their issuance. 1814 

 1815 
(I) VARIANCES TO THE DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 1816 

 1817 
Variances may be granted in writing by the appropriate municipal panel only in accordance with 24 V.S.A.§ 4469, 1818 
and § 4424 (E) and in accordance with the criteria for granting variances found in 44 CFR, Section 60.6, of the National 1819 
Flood Insurance Program regulations. 1820 

 1821 
Any variance issued in the Special Flood Hazard Area will not increase flood heights and will inform the applicant 1822 
in writing over the signature of a community official that the issuance of a variance to construct a structure below 1823 
the base flood elevation increases risk to life and property and will result in increased flood insurance premiums up 1824 
to amounts as high as $25 for $100 of coverage. Such notification shall be maintained with a record of all variance 1825 
actions. 1826 

 1827 
A copy of such a variance shall be affixed to the deed of the property on file in the municipal clerk’s office. 1828 

 1829 
(J) WARNING OF DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY 1830 

 1831 
This ordinance does not imply that land outside of the areas of special flood hazard or land use permitted within 1832 
such districts will be free from flooding or flood damages. This ordinance shall not create liability on the part of the 1833 
Town of Barre or any town official or employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this 1834 
ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully made there under. 1835 

 1836 
(K) VALIDITY AND SEVERABILITY 1837 

 1838 
If any portion of this ordinance is held unconstitutional or invalid by a competent court, the remainder of this 1839 
ordinance shall not be affected. 1840 

 1841 
(L) PRECEDENCE OF ORDINANCE 1842 

 1843 
The provisions of this ordinance shall not in any way impair or remove the necessity of compliance with any other 1844 
applicable ordinances. Where this ordinance imposes a greater restriction, the provisions of this ordinance shall take 1845 
precedence. 1846 

 1847 
(M) ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES 1848 

 1849 
It shall be the duty of the Zoning Administrator to enforce the provisions of this ordinance. Whenever any 1850 
development occurs contrary to these flood hazard area regulations, the Zoning Administrator, in at his/or her 1851 
discretion, shall institute appropriate action in accordance with the provisions of 24 V.S.A. § 1974a or pursuant to 1852 
24 V.S.A. § 4451 or 24 V.S.A. § 4452 to correct the violation. No action may be brought unless the alleged 1853 
offender has had at 1854 

 1855 

least a seven (7)-day notice and opportunity to cure if the alleged offender repeats the violation after the seven (7)- 1856 
day notice period and within the next succeeding twelve months. The seven (7)-day warning notice shall state that 1857 
a violation exists; that the alleged offender has an opportunity to cure the violation within the seven days, and that 1858 
the alleged offender will not be entitled to an additional warning notice for a violation occurring after the seven days. 1859 

 1860 
If the structure is still noncompliant after the seven-day opportunity to cure has passed, the Zoning Administrator 1861 
submits a declaration to the Administrator of the NFIP requesting a denial of flood insurance. Section 1316 of the 1862 
National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended, authorizes FEMA to deny flood insurance to a property declared 1863 
by a community to be in violation of their flood hazard area regulations. The declaration shall consist of: (a) the 1864 
name of the property owner and address of legal description of the property sufficient to confirm its identity or 1865 
location, (b) a clear and unequivocal declaration that the property is in violation of a cited State or local law, 1866 
regulation, or ordinance, (c) a clear statement that the public body making the declaration has authority to do so and 1867 
a citation to that authority, (d) evidence that the property owner has been provided notice of the violation and the 1868 
prospective denial of insurance, and (e) a clear statement that the declaration is being submitted pursuant to Section 1869 
1316 of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended. 1870 

 1871 
(N) DEFINITIONS 1872 

 1873 
Appropriate Municipal Panel means a planning commission performing development review, a board of 1874 
adjustment, a development review board, or a legislative body performing development review. 1875 

 1876 
Base Flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year. 1877 

 1878 
Base Flood Elevation (BFE) the height of the base flood, usually in feet, in relation to the National Geodetic 1879 

- --
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Vertical Datum of 1929, the North American Vertical Datum of 1988, or other datum referenced in the Flood 1880 
Insurance Study report, or average depth of base flood, usually in feet, above the ground surface. 1881 

 1882 
Basement means any area of the building having its floor elevation (below ground level) on all sides. 1883 

 1884 
Common plan of development is where a structure will be refurbished over a period of time. Such work might be 1885 
planned unit by unit. 1886 

 1887 
Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including but not limited to 1888 
buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavation or drilling operations or storage 1889 
of equipment or materials. 1890 

 1891 
Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the 1892 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including, at a 1893 
minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 1894 
concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a 1895 
community. 1896 

 1897 
Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of additional sites by the 1898 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufacturing homes are to be affixed (including the 1899 
installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads). 1900 

 1901 
Flood means (a) A general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land areas 1902 
from: the overflow of inland or tidal waters; the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from 1903 
any source; and mudslides which are proximately caused by flooding and are akin to a river of liquid and flowing 1904 
mud on the surfaces of normally dry land areas, as when earth is carried by a current of water and deposited along 1905 
the path of the current. (b) The collapse or subsidence of land along the shore of lake or other body of water as a 1906 
result of erosion or undermining caused by waves or currents of water exceeding anticipated cyclical levels or 1907 
suddenly caused by an unusually high waterhigh-water level in a natural body of water, accompanied by a severe 1908 
storm, or by an unanticipated force of nature, such as flash flood or abnormal tidal surge, or by some similarly 1909 
unusual and unforeseeable event which results in flooding. 1910 

 1911 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM) means an official map of a community, on which the Federal Insurance 1912 
Administrator has delineated both the special hazard areas and the risk premium zones applicable to the community. 1913 

 1914 
Flood Insurance Study means an examination, evaluationevaluation, and determination of flood hazards and, if 1915 
appropriate, corresponding water surface elevations or an examination, evaluationevaluation, and determination of 1916 
mudslide (i.e., mudflow) and/or flood related erosion hazards. 1917 

 1918 

Floodplain or flood-prone area means any land area susceptible to being inundated by water from any source (see 1919 
definition of “flood”). 1920 

 1921 
Flood proofing means any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or adjustments to 1922 
structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or improved real property, water and sanitary 1923 
facilities, structures and their contents. 1924 

 1925 
Floodway means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in 1926 
order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot at 1927 
any point. 1928 

 1929 
Floodway, Regulatory in Town of Barre means the channel of a river or other watercourse and the adjacent land 1930 
areas that must be reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface 1931 
elevation more than one foot at any point. 1932 

 1933 
Historic Structure means any structure that is: (a) Listed individually in the National Register of Historic Places (a 1934 
listing maintained by the Department of the Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as 1935 
meeting the requirements for individual listing on the National Register; (b) Certified or preliminarily determined 1936 
by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical significance of a registered historic district or a 1937 
district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district; 1938 

 1939 
(c) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic places in states with historic preservation programs which have 1940 
been approved by the Secretary of the Interior; or (d) Individually listed on a local inventory of historic places in 1941 
communities with historic preservation programs that have been certified either: (i) By an approved state program 1942 
as determined by the Secretary of the Interior or (ii) Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without 1943 
approved programs. 1944 

 1945 
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Legislative Body means the Selectboard in the case of a town, the trustees in the case of an incorporated village, and 1946 
the mayor, alderpersons, and city council members in the case of a city, and the supervisor in the case of an 1947 
unorganized town or gore. 1948 

 1949 
Lowest Floor means the lowest floor of the lowest enclosed area, including basement. An unfinished or flood 1950 
resistant enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area other than a basement 1951 
area is not considered a building’s lowest floor; Provided, that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure 1952 
in violation of the applicable non-elevation design requirements of 44 CFR 60.3. 1953 

 1954 
Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent chassis 1955 
and is designed for the use with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities. The term 1956 
“manufactured home” does not include a “recreational vehicle”. 1957 

 1958 
Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more 1959 
manufactured home lots for rent or sale. 1960 

 1961 
New construction means, for the purposes of determining insurance rates, structures for which the “start of 1962 
construction” commenced on or after the effective date of an initial FIRM or after December 31, 1974, whichever 1963 
is later, and includes any subsequent improvements to such structures. For floodplain management purposes, new 1964 
construction means structures for which the state of construction commenced on or after the effective date of the 1965 
floodplain management regulation adopted by a community and includes any subsequent improvements to such 1966 
structures. 1967 

 1968 
New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the 1969 
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a 1970 
minimum, the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of 1971 
concrete pads) is completed on or after the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a 1972 
community. 1973 

 1974 
Recreational vehicle or camper means a vehicle which is: (a) Built built on a single chassis; (b) 400 square feet or 1975 
less when measured at the largest horizontal projection; (c) Designed designed to be self-propelled or permanently 1976 
towable by a light duty truck; and (d) Designed designed primarily, not for use as a permanent dwelling or a storage 1977 
unit, but as a temporary living quarters for recreational, camping, traveltravel, or seasonal use. 1978 

 1979 

Special Flood Hazard Area is the land in the floodplain within a community subject to a 1 percent or greater chance 1980 
of flooding in any given year.  The area may be designated a Zone A on the Flood Hazard Boundary Map 1981 
(FHBM). After detailed ratemaking has been completed in preparation for publication of the Flood Insurance Rate 1982 
Map (FIRM), Zone A usually is refined into Zones A, AO, AH, A1-30, AE, A99, AR, AR/AI-30, AR/AE, AR/AO, 1983 
AR/AH, AR/A, VO or V1-30, VE, or V. For purposes of these regulations, the term “special flood hazard area” is 1984 
synonymous in meaning with the phrase “area of special flood hazard”. 1985 

 1986 
Start of Construction includes substantial improvement, and means the date the building permit was issued, 1987 
provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition placement, or other 1988 
improvement was within 180 days of the permit date. The actual start means either the first placement of permanent 1989 
construction of a structure on a site, such as the pouring of slab or footings, the installation of piles, the construction 1990 
of columns, or any work beyond the stage of excavation; or the placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. 1991 
Permanent construction does not include land preparation, such as clearing, gradinggrading, and filling; 1992 
nor does it include the installation of streets and/or walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footing, 1993 
piers, or foundations or the erection of temporary forms; nor does it include the installation on the property of 1994 
accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not occupied as dwelling units or not part of the main structure. For a 1995 
substantial improvement, the actual start of construction means the first alteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other 1996 
structural part of a building, regardlessregardless of whether that alteration affects the external dimensions of the 1997 
building. 1998 

 1999 
Structure means, for floodplain management purposes, a walled and roofed building, including a gas or liquid 2000 
storage tank, that is principally above ground, as well as a manufactured home. Structure, for insurance purposes, 2001 
means: (a) A building with two or more outside rigid walls and a fully secured roof, that is affixed to a permanent 2002 
site; (b) A manufactured home (“a manufactured home,” also known as a mobile home, is a structure: built on a 2003 
permanent chassis, transported to its site in one or more sections, and affixed to a permanent foundation); or (c) A 2004 
travel trailer without wheels, built on a chassis and affixed to a permanent foundation, that is regulated under the 2005 
community’s floodplain management and building ordinances or laws. For the latter purpose, “structure” does not 2006 
mean a recreational vehicle or a park trailer or other similar vehicle, except as described in (c) of this definition, or 2007 
a gas or liquid storage tank. 2008 

 2009 
Substantial damage means damage of any origin sustained by a structure whereby the cost of restoring the structure 2010 
to its before damaged conditions would equal or exceed 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the 2011 
damage occurred. 2012 
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 2013 
Substantial improvement means any reconstruction, rehabilitation, addition, or other improvement of a structure 2014 
after the date of adoption of this bylaw, the cost of which, over three years, or over a thethe period of a common 2015 
plan of development, cumulatively equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure before the 2016 
“start of construction” of the improvement. This term includes structures which have incurred “substantial 2017 
damage”, regardless of the actual repair work performed. The term does not, however, include either:(a) Any 2018 
project for improvement of a structure to correct existing violations of state or local health, sanitary, or safety code 2019 
specification which have been identified by the local code enforcement official and which are the minimum 2020 
necessary to assure safe living conditions or (b) Any alteration of a “historic structure”, provided that the alteration 2021 
will not preclude the structure’s continued designation as a “historic structure”. 2022 

 2023 
Violation means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with the community’s 2024 
floodplain management regulations. A structure or other development without the elevation certificate, other 2025 
certifications, or other evidence of compliance required in 44 CFR 60.3 is presumed to be in violation until such 2026 
time as that documentation is provided. 2027 
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 2028 

Article 6 PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT (PUD) 2029 

Sec. 6.1 PURPOSE 2030 

The purpose of this Article of the bylaw is to allow for the establishment of Planned Unit Developments (PUD’sPUDs) 2031 
within zones where such uses are allowed, and to encourage the development of planned residential or 2032 
industrial/commercial projects that promote efficient and creative use of land; enable and encourage flexibility of design; 2033 
preserve open spaces where possible; allow for more economical development of unique sites; create aesthetically 2034 
pleasing developments that maintain the integrity and character of the area in which they are located; and provide more 2035 
numerous opportunities for housing. 2036 

 2037 
Sec. 6.2 APPLICABILITY 2038 

 2039 
This Article of the Bylaw is enacted to establish a format and process within the bylaw for treatment of proposed Planned 2040 
Unit Developments. Application and Consideration of proposed PUD projects shall comply with the process and 2041 
procedures outlined in this section of the Bylaw. Proposed PUDs are reviewed under the subdivision Ordinance. 2042 

 2043 
Sec. 6.3 SEQUENCE AND COORDINATION OF REVIEW 2044 

 2045 
It is advised, but not required, that the applicant meet with the Zoning Administrator and subsequently the DRB for 2046 
conceptual review. This will allow the applicant an opportunity to confer about the procedures and information needed 2047 
for presentation during the formal review process. The Zoning Administrator may place any proposed PUD on the DRB 2048 
agenda for conceptual review provided that the applicant follows the submittal requirements established in Article 5, Sec. 2049 
5.6 (C) of this Bylaw. The applicant shall also complete any pertinent forms and pays all applicable fees. Materials 2050 
submitted for conceptual review will not be carried forward for subdivision review. 2051 

 2052 
Regardless of whether conditional review is requested, all proposed PUD’s must receive a preliminary and final review 2053 
and approval. 2054 

 2055 
Sec. 6.4 APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 2056 

 2057 
The applicant shall submit to the Zoning Administrator the documentation and information required for review as outlined 2058 
in the Barre Town subdivision regulations as established in the most recently adopted Barre Town Code. 2059 

 2060 
Sec. 6.5 STANDARDS AND REVIEW CRITERIA 2061 

 2062 
(A) STANDARDS 2063 

 2064 
1. Development Standards 2065 

 2066 
The DRB may allow for varied residential uses, densities, and intensities within a PUD that do not otherwise 2067 
correspond with or are not otherwise expressly permitted by the bylaws for the zone in which the proposed PUD is 2068 
located. 2069 

 2070 
Nevertheless, the following shall apply: 2071 

 2072 
a. The applicant shall submit a site plan to the DRB showing the location, height and spacing of 2073 

buildings, open spaces and their landscaping, streets, driveways, off-street parking spaces, and all 2074 
other physical features. The site plan shall be accompanied by a statement setting forth the nature of 2075 
all proposed modifications, changeschanges, or supplementations of existing zoning regulations 2076 
together with such other information as the DRB shall require; 2077 

 2078 
b. A PUD application may be reviewed and approved with multiple landowners of adjoining parcels as 2079 

long as the overall development pattern is cohesive and makes for a logical layout in the judgment of 2080 
the DRB. If multiple owners are involved, each owner shall file his/her own application and 2081 
subsequently the DRB shall review each application and may choose to approve one and not another. 2082 

 2083 
c. Any proposed PUD developments except for elderly/disabled housing complexes must have a 2084 

minimum of five acres of land and shall comply with the following minimum number of dwelling 2085 
units based on acreage: 2086 

 2087 
 2088 

Acreage=Number of dwelling units 2089 
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5=6 6=7 7=8 8=9 9=10 10=12 

11=13 12=14 13=15 14=16 15=18 16=19 

17=20 18=21 19=22 20=24   

Follow Same Pattern for Larger Parcels 2090 
 2091 
 2092 

Units of residential living space may be housed in individual structures or in multi-unit structures. 2093 
Elderly/disabled housing complexes shall have a minimum of two acres of land and are not restricted to 2094 
the number of units as in a PUD. 2095 

 2096 
d. Any proposed PUD developments must comply with Town of Barre Standards for the construction of 2097 

infrastructure proposed to be taken over by the Town including associated fees for such take over that may 2098 
exist in accordance with Barre Town Code. 2099 

 2100 
e. A proposed PUD may be implemented in a phased construction schedule, if approved by the DRB at the 2101 

time of the first application. A clear master plan showing the general intent of subsequent phases shall be 2102 
submitted at the first application. Submission of the master plan does not necessarily bind the developer 2103 
to the exact development as presented on the master plan but should give the DRB a general idea of what 2104 
the overall PUD will look like. Phasing shall also be considered when it is determined by the DRB that 2105 
the proposed development will cause an undue burden on the municipal facilities and services. 2106 

 2107 
f. To qualify for consideration as a PUD: 2108 

 2109 
(a) The proposed project shall have municipal water and sewer available for use, and 2110 

 2111 
(b)  The developed portion (i.e.i.e., “coverage area”) of the proposed project shall not exceed 75 2112 

percent (75%) of the total square footage of ground area within the PUD envelope. 2113 
 2114 

g. For the purpose of calculating coverage area, the 75 percent figure is defined as the total of all/any 2115 
buildings, structures, and other impervious surfaces including parking, roadways, walkways, etc. and shall 2116 
exclude land around the structures as noted in 2. d. below. The applicant shall show, somewhere on the 2117 
plan, the total square feet of ground area of the PUD and the percentage of square feet of 2118 
coverage..coverage. The Zoning Administrator will verify the total. 2119 

 2120 
h. Other specific standards: 2121 

 2122 
Max building height 30 ft. 2123 
Buffer around the outside border of the PUD (except along roadways) 25 ft. 2124 
Minimum spacing between buildings 20 ft. 2125 
Minimum setback from municipal street 25 ft. 2126 

 2127 
2. Open Space standards 2128 

 2129 
a. Open space shall be required, andrequired and shall be not less than 25-percent (25%) of the net ground 2130 

area of the PUD. Open spaces shall be permanently devoted to conservation, wildlife management, 2131 
plantings/landscaping, common areas, and recreational uses. Questions concerning what may constitute 2132 
open space, outside of the items listed above, and shall be clarified by the DRB during the review process. 2133 

 2134 
b. Open space may also include bodies of water such as ponds, streams, rivers, drainage easements and slopes 2135 

in excess of 15 percent (15%), if the DRB determines that such areas contribute to the quality and livability 2136 
of the PUD. Without that determination, such areas shall not be counted towards the 25 percent (25%) 2137 
open space requirement. 2138 

b.  2139 
c. The land area to be considered as open land shall be permanently reserved as such. This area shall be in 2140 

such condition, sizesize, and shape as to be readily useable for the uses as outlined in a. above. Such 2141 
land shall be reserved by the following means or equivalent as designated in the acceptance of the PUD 2142 
by the DRB: 2143 

 2144 
Held in corporate ownership by the owners of the lot or units within the PUD. Membership in said 2145 
corporation shall be mandatory for all owners of lots or units in the PUD. In the case of such corporate 2146 
ownership, the developer shall include in the conveyance deed to the owners of the lots or 2147 

 2148 

dwelling units, the above membership stipulationstipulation, and the stipulation as to the beneficial 2149 
right in the use of the open land. An endowment fund for the maintenance of the open area, in 2150 
perpetuity, shall be required as part of the corporate structure. 2151 

 2152 
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d. Land area within 25’ of a residential structure shall not be counted as open land. 2153 
 2154 

e. A time tabletimetable to develop any open space proposed for development shall be stipulated during the 2155 
review and approval process. A satisfactory cash escrow or performance bond, the amount to be 2156 
determined by the DRB, could also be considered to insure completion of the development of open space. 2157 

 2158 
3. Dwelling Unit Density 2159 

 2160 
Except for an elderly/disabled housing complex, the number of dwelling units permitted for a proposed 2161 
PUD may not exceed the number of dwelling units that would be allowed if the parcel were subdivided 2162 
into lots that conformed to zoning regulations for the zone in which the proposed PUD is located except 2163 
as follows: 2164 

 2165 
Additional dwelling units may be added to a PUD if the development proposal includes percentages 2166 
of open space exceeding the 25-percent minimum. The number of additional allowable dwelling 2167 
units shall be based on the scale established below: 2168 

 2169 
▪ 30% = 1 additional dwelling unit. 2170 
▪ 35% = 2 additional dwelling units 2171 
▪ 40% + = 4 additional dwelling units 2172 

 2173 
The unit density for elderly/disabled housing complexes is only restricted by 2 above (open space) 2174 
whereas even an elderly/disabled housing complex shall meet the open space requirement. 2175 

 2176 
4. Interior roads and dwelling access 2177 

 2178 
If approved by both the Development Review Board (DRB) and the Selectboard, a developer may 2179 
request private roads be used within the PUD as long as the private roads are connected to a Town road. 2180 
Except for width, a private road shall be built to Town road standards. Width shall be determined by 2181 
Selectboard and agreed to by the DRB. All private roads shall be controlled and maintained by 2182 
whatever association is created to manage the common land within the PUD. 2183 

 2184 
Driveways to dwellings may be shared at the discretion of the DRB if the shared access limits the 2185 
overall number of curb-cuts needed in the interest of safety. Use and maintenance of the driveways 2186 
shall be secured in deed language and or in the form of a separate agreement among the parties sharing 2187 
the access. 2188 

 2189 
(B) Review Criteria 2190 

 2191 
1. All proposed PUD projects, including elderly/housing complexes, shall be reviewed using the regulations 2192 

contained in the Barre Town subdivision ordinance. 2193 
 2194 

2. All proposed PUD projects, including elderly/housing complexes, shall also be considered conditional uses 2195 
and as such reviewed using the conditional use review criteria outlined in Article 5, Sec. 5.5 of this Bylaw. 2196 

 2197 
3. All proposed PUD projects shall also be reviewed with respect to the following: 2198 

 2199 
▪ The efficient, effective, and creative use of land; 2200 
▪ Open space preservation; 2201 
▪ The use of/impact on public facilities; 2202 
▪ Provision of opportunities for housing; and 2203 
▪ Contribution to the enhancement of the quality of life in the area neighboring the PUD and in Barre 2204 

Town generally. 2205 
▪ To help meet current and future State and local energy efficiency goals. 2206 

 2207 
Sec. 6. 6 APPEALS 2208 

 2209 
Refer to aArticle 7, Sec. 7.8 2210 
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 2211 

Article 7 ADMINISTRATION & AND ENFOREMENT  2212 

Sec. 7.1 DEVELOPMENT REVIEW BOARD 2213 

(A) Establishment 2214 
 2215 

There is hereby established a Development Review Board, hereinafter referred to as the DRB in the Town of Barre, 2216 
the members of which shall be appointed by the Selectboard in accordance with 24 V.S.A..117 § 4460. 2217 

 2218 
The DRB may also be known as an Appropriate Municipal Panel, as is the Planning Commission and other bodies 2219 
of the Town of Barre who perform the function of development review. The DRB, as with all appropriate municipal 2220 
panels, shall elect its own officers and adopt rules of procedure, subject to the ACT and other relevant statutes. Rules 2221 
of ethics with respect to conflicts of interest shall also be established. The DRB shall conduct meetings in accordance 2222 
with 24 V.S.A. § 4461. 2223 

 2224 
(B) Meetings/Hearings/Warnings 2225 

 2226 
Meetings and Hearings shall be called by the chairperson of the DRB and at such times as the panel shall determine, 2227 
unless specified otherwise in this Bylaw. All meetings and hearings shall be open to the public with the exception 2228 
of executive and deliberative sessions. All meetings shall be held in accordance with the provisions of 1 V.S.A. § 310 2229 
– 314 (otherwise known as the open meeting law). 2230 

 2231 
DRB hearings for conditional use review, variances, subdivisionsubdivision, and Zoning Administrator 2232 
appeals shall be duly warned and advertised, andadvertised and conducted in full compliance with 24 V.S.A. 2233 
Chapter 36, Vermont Municipal Administrative Procedure Act. 2234 

 2235 
Notice of such warned hearings shall be given not less than 15 days prior to the hearing. Notice shall be given in 2236 
accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4464 including publication in a local paper, posting in three or more public places within 2237 
the Town and posting within view from the public right-of-way most nearly adjacent to the property for which the 2238 
application is made. Said posting shall be by way of a red “H” poster provided by the Planning and& Zoning 2239 
Department. In addition, the applicant(s) and owner(s) of all properties adjoining the property subject to 2240 
development, which shall include opposite sides of a road, shall be notified using the same time frame. Recipients 2241 
shall be informed that participation is a prerequisite to the right to make a subsequent appeal. 2242 

 2243 
Other types of hearings for development review by the DRB shall include site plan review and flood hazard 2244 
review. Notice for such warned hearings shall be given not less than seven days prior to the public hearing to be 2245 
held for such review. Further notice shall also include all other notice requirements of this section. Recipients shall 2246 
be informed that participation is a prerequisite to the right to make a subsequent appeal. 2247 

 2248 
In any hearing by the DRB, there shall be an opportunity for each person wishing to participate, to achieve status as 2249 
an “interested person” (see article 8 definition of an “interested person” and/or 24 V.S.A. § 4465). A written record 2250 
shall be kept of the name, address, and participation of each person who participated in the hearing. 2251 

 2252 
“Participation” in a DRB proceeding shall be defined as offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or 2253 
a statement of concern related to the subject of the proceeding. 2254 

 2255 
(C) Decisions 2256 

 2257 
Decisions of the DRB shall be rendered in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4464 within 45 days of adjourning the hearing. 2258 
Decisions shall be issued in writing and shall include a statement of the factual bases on which the DRB has made 2259 
its conclusions and a statement of those conclusions. All DRB decisions shall be sent to the applicant/appellant by 2260 
certified mail. The date of the written notification of the decision shall constitute the actual date of the decision. The 2261 
appeal period begins with that date. 2262 

 2263 
Sec. 7.2 ZONING PERMITS (BUILDING, CHANGE OF USE, SIGN, HOME OCCUPATION) 2264 

 2265 
No land development may be commenced whether on a temporary or permanent location on the soil within the area affected 2266 
by this bylaw without issuance of a permit by the Zoning Administrator. No permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator 2267 
except in accordance with this bylaw. A permit is required for all development in the Special Flood Hazard Area (refer to 2268 
Article 5, Sec. 5.8). 2269 

 2270 
“Land Development” means the division of a parcel into two or more parcels, the construction, reconstruction, conversion, 2271 
structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of any building or other structure, or of any mining, excavation, landfill, or 2272 

 2273 
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the filling of land with dirt or other material for the purpose of changing the contour of the land and any changes in the use of 2274 
any building or other structure, or land, or extension of use of land. (24 V.S.A. §4304 (10)). Note: refer to Article 5, Sec. 5.8 2275 
for the definition of development in a Special Flood Hazard Area which may or may not differ from this definition. 2276 

 2277 
(A) General Exceptions: 2278 

 2279 
The following uses and structures are specifically exempted from municipal land use and development 2280 
regulations by State Statue. In accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4413, no municipal zoning permit or approval 2281 
under this Bylaw shall be required for the following except for that all development located in the Special 2282 
Flood Hazard Area must be reviewed under Article 5, Sec 5.8 : 2283 

 2284 
1. Accepted agricultural practice (AAPs) Required Agricultural Practices (RAP) as defined by the Vermont 2285 

Secretary Agency  of Agriculture, Food, and Markets (AAFM) in accordance with the Act 24 V.S.A. § 2286 
4413(d)(1) including the construction of farm structures. In accordance with the Act, written notification, 2287 
including a sketch plan showing structure setback distances from road rights- or-way, property lines, and surface 2288 
waters shall be submitted by the AAP RAP land ownerlandowner to the Zoning Administrator prior to any 2289 
construction. Such structures shall meet setback requirements approved by the Secretary of Agriculture, Food, 2290 
and Market. 2291 

2. Accepted management practices (AMPs) for silviculture (forestry) defined by the Commissioner of Forests, 2292 
Parks and Recreation, in accordance with the Act 24 V.S.A. § 4413(d)(1). 2293 

3. Power generation and transmission facilities, which are regulated under 30 V.S.A..V.S.A. § 248 by the Vermont 2294 
Public Service Board. Such facilities shall, however, should conform to policies and objectives specified for 2295 
such development in the Municipal Plan. 2296 

4. Hunting, fishing, and trapping as specified under 24 V.S.A. § 2295 on private or public land. This exception, 2297 
however, does not include facilities supporting such activities, such as firing ranges or rod and gun clubs. For 2298 
which for the purposes of this Bylaw, such facilities are defined as outdoor recreation facilities [or other use]. 2299 

 2300 
The following uses and structures have been determined by the town to pose little or no potential impact on 2301 
surrounding areas or overall pattern of development in Tthe Barre Town OR or are regulated within a 2302 
separate bylaw, and as such, are exempted from this bylaw in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4446 2303 

 2304 
5. Subdivisions of land pursuant to Town Subdivision Regulations. 2305 
6. Minor grading and excavation associated with road and driveway maintenance. Also exempt is lawn and yard 2306 

maintenance or such maintenance which is otherwise incidental to an approved use. This specifically does not 2307 
exempt extraction, quarrying activities, or the filling of land except as noted in Article 3, Sec. 3.13 of this 2308 
Bylaw. 2309 

7. Outdoor recreational trails such as walking, hiking, cross-country skiing, and snowmobile trails which are not 2310 
associated with a commercial establishment and where no structures or parking areas are required. 2311 

8. Accessory structures 64 sq. ft. or less in size are exempt from permit requirements and setbacks but not the 2312 
requirements of Article 5, Sec. 5.8 when in a flood hazard area. 2313 

 2314 
(B) APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 2315 

 2316 
An application for a zoning permit shall be filed with the Zoning Administrator on form(s) provided by the 2317 
municipality. The Zoning application shall not be considered complete (as determined by the Zoning Administrator) 2318 
until such time as all fees are paid, the application is filled out completely, all supporting documents have been 2319 
submitted, and the title holder to the property has signed the application. If an application is determined to be 2320 
incomplete, the applicant shall be notified in writing of the incomplete status. 2321 

 2322 
Permitted uses: Applications for a permitted use shall include a sketch plan, no smaller than 8.5” x 11” that depicts 2323 
the following: 2324 

 2325 
1. The dimensions of the lot, including existing property boundaries; 2326 
2. The location, footprint and height of existing and proposed structures or additions; 2327 
3. The location of existing and proposed accesses (curb-cuts), driveways and parking areas; 2328 
4. The location of existing and proposed easements and rights-of-ways; 2329 
5. The location of existing and proposed water and wastewater systems, if applicable, and 2330 
6. Other such information as required by the Zoning Administrator to determine conformance with this Bylaws. 2331 

  2332 
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 2333 
Uses subject to Development Review: For development requiring one or more approvals from the Development 2334 
Review Board and prior to the issuance of a zoning permit, the application information and fees as required for such 2335 
approvals shall be submitted concurrently with the application and processed accordingly. The zoning permit shall 2336 
be placed in a referred status waiting for action by the DRB. 2337 

 2338 

Flood Hazard Area Approval: Any application for development within the Flood Hazard Area shall be subject to 2339 
Article 5, Sec. 5.8, and shall include sufficient copies of the application information as required for referrals outlined 2340 
in that Article, Sec. 5.8 (E). 2341 

 2342 
(C) ISSUANCE 2343 

 2344 
A zoning permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator only in accordance with this Bylaw, 24 V.S.A. § 4449, 2345 
and the following provision. 2346 

 2347 
1. Within thirty (30) days of receipt of a complete application, including all application materials and fees, the 2348 

Zoning Administrator shall act in writing to either a) issue a zoning permit, b) deny a zoning permit or, c) refer 2349 
the application to the Development Review Board and/or, if required of the Zoning Administrator, to the 2350 
appropriate state agency(ies) for consideration. In accordance with 24 V.S.A. §4448 ,and 4449, if the Zoning 2351 
Administrator fails to act within the 30-day period, a permit shall be deemed issued on the 31st day. A zoning 2352 
permit deemed issued under this clause is still subject to posting and appeal. 2353 

 2354 
2. No zoning permit shall be issued by the Zoning Administrator for any use or structure which requires the 2355 

approval of the Development Review Board or Appropriate Municipal Panel until such approval has been 2356 
obtained. For permit applications that are required to be referred to a state agency for review, no zoning permit 2357 
shall be issued until a response has been received from the state, or the expiration of 30 days following the 2358 
submission of the application to the State, whichever happens first. 2359 

 2360 
3. Transition Period for Amendments to This Bylaw - If public notice has been issued by the Legislative Body 2361 

for their first public hearing on a proposed amendment to this Bylaw, then for a period of 150 days following 2362 
that notice of public hearing, the Zoning Administrator shall review any new application with regard to 2363 
compliance with the proposed amendment and applicable existing Bylaws. If the new Bylaw or amendment to 2364 
this Bylaw has not been adopted or is rejected by the conclusion of the 150 day150-day period, the permit shall 2365 
be reviewed under all applicable provisions of this bylaw in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4449(d). 2366 

 2367 
4. Appeal and Notice - The time for appeal to the issuance of a zoning permit shall be fifteen (15) days from the 2368 

date of issuance. A zoning permit shall include a statement of the time within which appeals may be taken 2369 
under Sec. 7.8 of this article. 2370 

 2371 
5. Posting - The Zoning Administrator, within three (3) days of the date of issuance of the zoning permit, shall: 2372 

 2373 
a) Deliver a copy of the zoning permit to the Assessor; 2374 

 2375 
b) Shall post in the municipal office, a copy of the permit for a period of fifteen (15) days from the 2376 
date of issuance. 2377 

 2378 
c) Further, each zoning permit issued by the Zoning Administrator shall be required to have notice 2379 
of said zoning permit posted in the form of a large red “Z” poster on the parcel subject to the permit. 2380 
The notice shall be posted in such a manner that said notice is clearly visible from a public right-of- 2381 
way most nearly adjacent to the subject property. 2382 

 2383 
d) Said notices shall remain until such time as the appeal period has expired. 2384 

 2385 
6. Recording Requirements - Within 30 days of the issuance of a zoning permit, the Zoning Administrator shall 2386 

cause the delivery of either the original, a legible copy, or a notice of the permit to the Municipal Clerk for 2387 
recording in the land records of the Town of Barre generally as provided in 24 V.S.A. § 1154(c) and file a copy 2388 
in the Municipal Office in a location where all municipal land use permits are kept as required under 24 V.S.A. 2389 
§ 4449 (c). The applicant shall be charged the cost of the recording fees. 2390 

 2391 
(D) AMENDMENTS 2392 

 2393 
A zoning permit (issued by the Zoning Administrator) may be amended within the first six months after the date of 2394 
issuance. However, the amendment shall require a new warning for the new project, as stipulated in this article, Sec. 2395 
7.2(c) 5. This stipulation is intended to allow additional projects to be added to a previously submitted application. 2396 
An amendment, after the original approved permit is recorded, shall require a new recording and a new fee to be paid 2397 

-
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by the applicant. If the proposed amendment is so substantial that site plan review is required, the project shall not 2398 
be eligible for an amendment 2399 

 2400 

(E) EFFECTIVE DATE 2401 
 2402 

No land development permitted pursuant to this bylaw shall take effect until the time for appeal, fifteen (15) days, 2403 
has passed. In the event that a notice of appeal is properly filed, no such permit shall take effect until adjudication 2404 
of that appeal, by the Appropriate Municipal Panel, and the time for filing the appeal to the Environmental Court 2405 
has passed without an appeal being taken. If an appeal is filed to the Environmental Court, the permit shall not take 2406 
effect until the Environmental Court rules in accordance with 10 V.S.A. § 8504 on whether to issue a stay, or until 2407 
the expiration of 15 days after the date of filing to the court, whichever comes first. 2408 

 2409 
(F) COMMENCEMENT OF LAND DEVELOPMENT 2410 

 2411 
Land development shall be considered commenced when at least thirty-three percent (33%) of the total projected 2412 
cost of the project has been reached as determined by the Zoning Administrator. 2413 

 2414 
Land development approved by a zoning permit issued by the Zoning Administrator shall commence within one two 2415 
(12) years of the effective date of said permit. All zoning permits shall be eligible, upon a request in writing from 2416 
the applicant, for a one time, one year extension of commencement so long as said request was received prior to the 2417 
within six (6) months of expiration of the permit.  2418 

 2419 
(G) COMPLETION, DETERMINATION 2420 

 2421 
(refer also to Sec. 7.7 of this Article for Certificate of Occupancy requirements) 2422 

 2423 
1. Building Permit 2424 

 2425 
Land development approved as part of a Building Permit shall be completed within five (5) years of the 2426 
effective date of said permit. 2427 

 2428 
A project shall be considered complete for zoning purposes when the foot printfootprint of the project is 2429 
complete and the project is no longer in an unsafe manner such as excavation not covered and/or the project is 2430 
not secured to the extent that unwanted access is obtainable. In addition, all requirements of other Town 2431 
regulations applicable to the particular project shall be complete to the satisfaction of the appropriate municipal 2432 
official. The Zoning Administrator shall make the final determination as to whether a project is complete to the 2433 
degree that a certificate of occupancy shall be issued. 2434 

 2435 
At the end of five years from the effective date of the permit, if a certificate of occupancy has not been issued 2436 
or should not be issued, based on the qualifications above, then the project previously permitted shall be in 2437 
violation of this Bylaw and shall be subject to enforcement according to Sec. 7.11 of this Article. Continued 2438 
development shall require a new permit be obtained with a new application and review using the zoning Bylaw 2439 
in effect at the time the new application is submitted. 2440 

 2441 
2. Change of Use Permit 2442 

 2443 
A Change of Use Permit shall be considered complete, and a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued, at such 2444 
time as the use is operational and all other required Town regulations and permit conditions have been satisfied. 2445 

 2446 
3. Sign Permit 2447 

 2448 
A Sign Permit shall be considered complete, and a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued, when the main 2449 
support structure is in place so that there is clear indication as to where on the parcel the sign is located. If the 2450 
sign projects out from the support structure, that part must also be completed. 2451 

 2452 
4. Home Occupation Permit 2453 

 2454 
A home occupation permit shall be considered complete, and a Certificate of Occupancy shall be issued, at 2455 
such time as the use is operational and all other required Town regulations and permit conditions have been 2456 
satisfied. 2457 

 2458 
Sec. 7.3 BUILDING PERMITS 2459 
 2460 

No construction, reconstruction, conversion, structural alteration, relocation, or enlargement of any building or other structure 2461 
shall be permitted without a building permit having been duly issued. New uses may also be applied for as part of a building 2462 
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permit. The resulting use in an approved building permit shall deem the use approved. 2463 
 2464 

(A) Specific Exemptions: 2465 
 2466 

The following uses and structures have been determined by the town to pose little or no potential impact on 2467 
surrounding areas or overall pattern of development in the Town of Barre or are regulated within a separate Bylaw 2468 
and as such, are exempted from this Bylaw in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4446. 2469 

 2470 
Exempt items are not required to meet the minimum setback for the zone in which the subject property is located. 2471 
Said projects shall not encroach on an existing right-of-way or easement, shall not take place in a floodplain with- 2472 
out approval under Article 5, Sec 5.8, and shall not cause undue and/or unacceptable storm water runoff onto a Town 2473 
road, into the Town storm water system, or onto abutting property’sproperties. 2474 

 2475 
1. Exterior alterations which are incidental in nature such as siding, roofing (as long as dimensions are 2476 

not changing in anyway), windows and& doors (as long as setbacks are not affected), chimneys, 2477 
fencing except as stipulated in Article 3, Sec. 3.4, and retractable awnings. 2478 

2. Interior alterations, improvements or repairs which do not result in a change to the exterior (except 2479 
as noted in 1 above) or a change of use. 2480 

3. Incidental entry stairs (excluding decks and porches), which are clearly only intended for ingress and 2481 
egress into the structure. 2482 

4. Any detached accessory structure not intended for human habitation that is 64 square feet or less in 2483 
size. 2484 

5. Small swimming pools (3,500 gallons or less) that are mostly intended for use by children that are 2485 
easily removed where no ground preparation was necessary for installation, and that are typically 2486 
removed during the winter months. 2487 

6. Replacement of an existing structure or parts thereof where replacement is exactly equivalent to the 2488 
original location and configuration and where the total square footage is less than 500 sq. ft.. 2489 

7. Canvas/vinyl (or equivalent) garage/tents where a foundation is not installed and the size is less than 2490 
240 sq. ft. 2491 

8. Garage sales that meet requirements of other parts of this Bylaw. 2492 
 2493 

(B) Zoning Administrators Site Plan Discretion: 2494 
 2495 

The Zoning Administrator may require site plan review and approval by the DRB upon review of a proposed project 2496 
that would not normally require site plan review as stipulated in Article 5, Sec. 5.6 if in the opinion of the 2497 
Administrator, said project: 2498 

 2499 
1. May have an impact on municipal services or infrastructure. 2500 
2. Creates changes in storm water discharge that may affect Town infrastructure or abutting properties. 2501 
3. Requires erosion control measures to mitigate potential impacts on surrounding properties during 2502 

and after development. 2503 
4. Substantially alters existing grade. 2504 

 2505 
Sec. 7.4 CHANGE OF USE 2506 

 2507 
A Change of Use permit shall be required when the use of an existing structure or parts thereof, or the use of land is changed 2508 
from one use to another. Permitting shall follow the requirements as stated previously in this Article. When a change of use 2509 
is created in conjunction with a building permit as stated in this Article, Sec. 7.3, the use shall be reviewed and approved as 2510 
part of the approval process for the building permit. 2511 

 2512 
Sec. 7.5 SIGN PERMITS 2513 

 2514 
No sign shall be erected, enlarged, or altered (see exemptions below) in anyway without a sign permit having been duly 2515 
issued. Application for a sign permit shall be made on a form supplied by the Zoning Office. 2516 

 2517 

Signs requiring a permit are those which signal, advertises, or which is used as an outdoor display for the advertising of a 2518 
property, establishment, enterpriseenterprise, or other matter. 2519 

 2520 
No sign, other than an official street sign or others approved by the Selectboard shall be erected or maintained within any 2521 
street right-of-way, nor shall any sign (permitted or otherwise) be placed in such a position as to endanger traffic on a street 2522 
either by obstructing a clear view or by causing confusion with official street signs or signals. Determination is at the Zoning 2523 
Administrators (ZA) discretion but as with all decisions of the ZA the decision shall be appealable to the Development 2524 
Review Board. 2525 

 2526 
(A) Specific Sign Exemptions 2527 

 2528 
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The following have been determined by the town to pose little or no potential impact on surrounding areas or overall 2529 
pattern of development in the Town of Barre or are regulated within a separate Bylaw and as such, are exempted 2530 
from this Bylaw in accordance with 24 V.S.A. § 4446; 2531 

 2532 
1. No permit shall be required for the replacement of an existing sign, the rewording or redesign of a sign, 2533 

or redesign so long as the overall dimensions of the sign are not altered. 2534 
2. Other examples of exempt signs, not inclusive, are: For sale signs or for rent signs, including those used 2535 

by real estate agencies and signs of a similar nature; Signs advertising a temporary sale, such as a garage 2536 
sale; Temporary signs displayed by contractors while working on a site; Signs bearing property numbers, 2537 
post box numbers, names of occupants of the premises, or other identification of premises so long as the 2538 
sign does not have a commercial or industrial connotation; Flags and insignia of any government, 2539 
charitable, fraternal, religious, and educational institution; Political signs that are erected prior to an 2540 
election and then are immediately taken down after said election. 2541 

3. Signs used in conjunction with a business that does not advertise the use of the property so much as a 2542 
product for sale. Such signs are typically located in windows and shall not exceed four (4) sq. ft in size. 2543 
Excluded from this exemption are such signs when mounted on the exterior of the building or on a sign 2544 
post. 2545 

4. Signs that direct the flow of on-site traffic and parking. 2546 
 2547 

(B) Specific Sign Limitations 2548 
 2549 

1. In all residential zones and the conservation zone, no sign shall exceed four (4) sq. ft. in size unless authorized 2550 
by the Development Review Board and only after holding public a public hearing and finding that the character 2551 
of the neighborhood is not affected. 2552 

 2553 
2. In Commercial, Industrial, and Earth Resource Extraction zones, the following shall apply unless authorized 2554 

differently by the dDevelopment rReview bBoard and only after holding a public hearing and finding that a 2555 
substantial change in character of the area will not occur: 2556 

 2557 
a. If free standing (i.e. not attached to a building) a sign shall not exceed forty-eight (48) sq. ft. in size 2558 

and shall not exceed thirty (30) feet in height. 2559 
 2560 

b. If attached to a building the sign shall not exceed five (5) percent of the area of the building face to 2561 
which it is attached, have any characters more than four (4) feet in height, or be mounted so that the 2562 
highest point of the sign or structure projects above the height of the building. 2563 

 2564 
3. The following types of signs shall be prohibited in all zones: 2565 

 2566 
a. Flashing signs or signs with moving parts 2567 
b. String lighting 2568 
c. Signs that project more than one (1) foot over a walkway or parking area 2569 

 2570 
4. Signs shall be limited to advertising only the use of the premises on which the sign is located. 2571 

 2572 
Sec. 7.6 HOME OCCUPATION PERMIT 2573 

 2574 
This Bylaw shall not infringe upon the right of any resident to use a minor portion of their dwelling unit for an occupation that 2575 
is customary in residential areas and that does not have an undue adverse effect upon the character of the area in which the 2576 
dwelling is located. However, no home occupation shall be allowed until such time as a Home Occupation permit has been 2577 
duly issued and all other sections of this Article have been satisfied including that, depending on the use, additional sewer 2578 
allocation may be necessary. 2579 

 2580 
 2581 

Sec. 7.7 CERTIFICATES OF OCCUPANCY 2582 
 2583 

It shall be unlawful to use or occupy or permit the use or occupancy of any land or structure, or part thereof, created, erected, 2584 
changed, converted, or wholly or partly altered or enlarged in its use or structure until a certificate of occupancy is issued by 2585 
the Zoning Administrator stating that the proposed use of the structure or land conforms to the requirements of this Bylaw. 2586 

 2587 
The applicant shall submit a notice in writing to the Zoning Office (using the form provided with the zoning permit) signifying 2588 
that the project approved within the zoning permit is complete and ready for inspection. Upon receipt of such a request, the 2589 
Zoning Administrator or his/her designee shall inspect said project to ensure compliance with this Bylaw. Said inspection shall 2590 
take place as soon as can practically be scheduled by the Zoning Office. The applicant must allow at least one week for the 2591 
inspection to occur. 2592 

 2593 
Sec. 7.8 APPEALS 2594 

 2595 

- - -
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(A) Zoning Administrator Actions 2596 
 2597 

Any interested person, as defined in article 8 of this Bylaw and 24 V.S.A. §4465, may appeal a decision or act of 2598 
the Zoning Administrator so long as the appeal is received within fifteen (15) days of the date of the decision or act 2599 
by the Zoning Administrator. Such appeal shall be filed with the Secretary of the Development Review Board, or 2600 
the Municipal Clerk if no Secretary has been elected, and by filing a copy of the notice with the Zoning 2601 
Administrator. 2602 

 2603 
Notice of appeal shall be in writing and shall include the name and address of the appellant, a brief description of 2604 
the property with respect to which the appeal is taken, a reference to the regulatory provisions applicable to that 2605 
appeal, the relief requested by the appellant, and the alleged grounds why the requested relief is believed proper 2606 
under the circumstances. 2607 

 2608 
Within ten (10) days of the filing of a notice of appeal, the DRB may reject an appeal or request for 2609 
reconsideration, without hearing, and render a decision which shall include findings of fact, if the DRB determines 2610 
that the issues raised by the appellant have been decided in an earlier appeal or are based on substantially or 2611 
materially the same facts by or on behalf of the appellant. (See 24 V.S.A. §4470.) 2612 

 2613 
Otherwise, the DRB shall hold a public hearing on the notice of appeal within sixty (60) days of its filing, as required 2614 
under 24 V.S.A. §4468. The DRB shall give public notice of such hearing as required in this Article, Sec. 2615 
7.1 (B) and shall mail a copy of the hearing notice to the appellant not less than fifteen (15) days prior to the hearing 2616 
date. 2617 

 2618 
In accordance with 24 V.S.A.§ 4468, all appeal hearings shall be open to the public. The rules of evidence applicable 2619 
at such hearings shall be the same as the rules of evidence applicable in contested cases in hearings before 2620 
administrative agencies in Vermont, and as set forth in 3 V.S.A. § 810. Any interested person or body may appear 2621 
and be heard in person or may be represented by an agent or attorney at the hearing. The hearing may be  adjourned 2622 
from time to time, by the DRB, provided that the date and place of the adjourned hearing shall be announced at the 2623 
hearing. 2624 

 2625 
A decision on the appeal shall be rendered within forty-five (45) days after the final adjournment of the hearing, as 2626 
required under 24 V.S.A. §4464 (b). The written decision shall be sent by certified mail to the appellant within the 2627 
45- day period. Copies of the decision shall be mailed to every person or body appearing and having been heard at 2628 
the hearing. Others may also request copies. In addition, copies of the decision shall also be filed with the Zoning 2629 
Administrator and the Municipal Clerk as part of the public records of the municipality, in accordance with this 2630 
Article, Sec. 7.2 (C)(6). 2631 

 2632 
(B) Development Review Board (DRB) Decisions: 2633 

 2634 
An interested person, as defined in Article 8 of this Bylaw, and 24 V.S.A. § 4465, who has participated in a preceding 2635 
of the DRB may appeal a decision rendered in that proceeding to the Environmental Court. Participation in a DRB 2636 
proceeding shall consist of offering, through oral or written testimony, evidence or a statement of concern related to 2637 
the subject of the proceeding. Notice of the appeal shall be filed by certified mail to the Environmental Court and 2638 
by mailing a copy to the Clerk or the Zoning Administrator. In accordance with Vermont Rules for Environmental 2639 
Court, cChapter 27, rRule 5 (b) (1), appeals must be filed with the clerk of the court within 30 days of the date of 2640 
the written decision rendered by the DRB. 2641 

 2642 

 2643 
Sec. 7.9 VARIANCES 2644 

 2645 
On an appeal of this bylaw, in which a variance from its provisions is requested for a structure that is not primarily a renewable 2646 
energy resource structure, the Development Review Board shall grant such variances and render a decision in favor of the 2647 
applicant, if all the criteria as stated in the Act are found, and that finding is specified in the DRB’s decision. (See 24 V.S.A. 2648 
§ 4469.) 2649 

 2650 
In granting variances, the DRB may impose conditions it deems necessary and appropriate under the circumstances to 2651 
implement the purpose of these regulations and the municipal plan currently in effect. 2652 

 2653 
Variance Criteria, in brief (For a full description of criteria, refer to 24 V.S.A. § 4469 (a) 1-5): 2654 

 2655 
A. There are unique physical circumstances or conditions that prevent conformity. 2656 
B. That because conformance cannot be adhered to due to A above, the variance is necessary to enable reasonable use 2657 

of the property. 2658 
C. The unnecessary hardship was not created by the appellant. 2659 
D. The variance will not alter the essential character of the neighborhood where the property is located. 2660 
E. The variance will represent the minimum variance that will afford relief. 2661 
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 2662 
If it can be determined prior to application for a zoning permit that the permit cannot be approved by the Zoning Administrator 2663 
due to a dimensional shortcoming, the applicant may proceed directly to the Development Review Board for a variance 2664 
following the guidelines above and having met the requirements in the act Act. 2665 

 2666 
Sec. 7.10 WAIVERS 2667 

 2668 
Waivers are intended to allow the reduction of dimensional requirements in accordance with specific standards as allowed for 2669 
24 V.S.A. 4414 (8). The primary intent of this provision is to provide relief to lots unduly burdened by zoning requirements 2670 
adopted after the lots were created. Request for waivers shall be heard by the Development Review Board. Waivers may be 2671 
considered in the following cases. 2672 

 2673 
2.1. Structures providing for disability accessibility, fire safety, and other requirements of law; 2674 
3.2. To provide reasonable expansions of existing uses because of limitations on the property due to lot 2675 

configuration, topography, or structure placement and was in conformance to the Zoning Bylaw in effect at the 2676 
time. 2677 

 2678 
In all cases the waiver: 2679 

 2680 
i. Shall be in compliance with the Town plan and State planning goals 2681 

ii. Must not change the overall character of the area in which the project is located 2682 
iii. Shall not exceed 50% of the dimensional standard being waived 2683 

 2684 
The Development Review Board may impose mitigation through design, screening, or other remedies. 2685 

Sec. 7.11 ENFORCEMENT 2686 

Violations of this Bylaw shall be considered Civil matters and enforced one of two ways in accordance with 24 V.S.A. Chapter 2687 
117 § 4451 and 24 V.S.A. 1974a and 1977 et seq. The Zoning Administrator shall decide which method to use to bring 2688 
enforcement action based on the severity and complexity of the violation. 2689 

(A) 24 V.S.A. § 4451 2690 

Any person who violates any part of this Bylaw and which is enforced under this statute shall be fined not more than 2691 
$100.00 for each offense. No action shall be brought unless the alleged offender has had at least seven-days warning 2692 
notice by certified mail. An action may be brought without the seven-day notice and opportunity to cure if the alleged 2693 
offender repeats the violation of this bylaw after the seven-day notice period and within the next succeeding twelve 2694 
(12) months. In default of payment of the fine, the person, the members of any partnership, or the principal officers 2695 
of the corporation shall each pay double the amount of the fine. Each day that a violation is continued shall constitute 2696 
a separate offense. Fines shall be paid to the Town of Barre. 2697 

 2698 

(B) Judicial Bureau 24 V.S.A. § 1974aA AND and § 1977 2699 
 2700 

Upon discovery of a violation of this Bylaw, the Zoning Administrator, who shall serve as issuing officer and 2701 
appearing officer, may choose to enforce the violation through the Judicial Bureau and, as such, shall issue a notice 2702 
of complaint using the complaint forms provided by the Bureau. The Zoning Administrator shall provide two copies 2703 
of the complaint to the alleged offender, send one copy to the Judicial Bureau, and shall retain one copy. Information 2704 
about the Judicial Bureau and the appeal process shall also be given to the alleged offender at the time the complaint 2705 
is issued. 2706 

 2707 
 2708 

A violation of this bylaw enforced through the Judicial Bureau, shall receive a civil penalty of $100.00 with a waiver 2709 
fee of $50.00 for the first offense. For the second offense within a six month period, the fine shall be  $ 150.00 with 2710 
the wavier fee being $ 100.00. For each subsequent offense within a six month period the fine and waiver shall 2711 
increase by $50.00. Each day that the violation occurs shall constitute a separate violation of this bylaw. Fines shall 2712 
be paid to the Town of Barre. 2713 

 2714 
Sec. 7.12 APPOINTMENT AND AUTHORITY OF THE ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 2715 

 2716 
There is hereby established the position of Zoning Administrator (ZA) also known as the Administrative Officer (AO). The 2717 
ZA position in Barre Town is filled by appointment of the Town Manager in accordance with Barre Town’s charter. The 2718 
ZA shall have all powers assigned in 24 V.S.A. Cchapter 117. 2719 
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Article 8 DEFINITIONS 2720 
 2721 

(A) Except where specifically defined herein or in the Act, or unless otherwise clearly required by the context, all words, 2722 
phrases, and terms in these regulations shall have their usual, customary meanings. 2723 

 2724 
(B) In the interpretation of words and terms used, defined, or further described herein, the following shall apply: 2725 

 2726 
1. the particular controls the general; 2727 
2. the present tense includes the future tense; 2728 
3. the word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive; the term “generally shall” indicates that it 2729 

is mandatory unless the Development Review Board or other applicable body deems otherwise in 2730 
accordance with these regulations. 2731 

4. the word “structure” includes “building;” and 2732 
5. the word “lot” includes “parcel.” 2733 

 2734 
(C) For the purposes of flood hazard area regulation under Article 5, National Flood Insurance Program definitions 2735 

contained in 44 CFR Section 59.1 are hereby adopted by reference and shall be used to interpret and enforce these 2736 
regulations. Definitions of some commonly used terms are provided herein. 2737 

 2738 
(D) Any interpretation of words, phrases or terms by the Administrative Officer may be appealed to the Development 2739 

Review Board under Sec. 7.8. In such cases, the Board shall base its decision upon the following definitions, state 2740 
statute, and the need for reasonable and effective implementation of these regulations. The Board shall publish and 2741 
update from time to time such written interpretation, to ensure consistent and uniform application of the provisions 2742 
of these regulations. 2743 

 2744 
Use Definitions: 2745 

Residential: 2746 
 2747 

Bed &and  Breakfast: A single family dwelling in which up to 10 rooms are rented on a daily or weekly basis. Distinguished from 2748 
an inn or hotel in that the owner lives on the property or adjacent project, the use does not change the residential character of the 2749 
neighborhood, and food service is for guests only. 2750 

 2751 
Boarding House/ Lodging House: A building in which rooms are rented with or without meals to three or more, but not exceeding, 2752 
twenty persons. Furthermore, each boarding house shall have no more than one kitchen facility whether shared or not. 2753 

 2754 
Convalescent/ Nursing Home: A place, other than a hospital, which maintains and operates facilities and provides nursing care, 2755 
for profit or otherwise, accommodating a person or persons, unrelated to the home operator, who are suffering from illness, disease, 2756 
injuryinjury, or infirmity, and require nursing care. 2757 

 2758 
Dwelling, Accessory: An efficiency or two-bedroom apartment may be considered as an accessory dwelling that is a distinct unit,  2759 
if it is located within a single-family dwelling, attached to the dwelling, or detached but located on the same parcel,  is and is 2760 
clearly subordinate to the primary dwelling, and the primary one of the dwellings is owner occupied. Both dwellings must remain 2761 
under the same ownership at all times.  An accessory dwelling must have facilities and provisions for independent living, 2762 
including sleeping, food preparation, and provisions for independent livingand sanitation.   TThe accessory dwelling shall not 2763 
exceed 30% of the total habitable floor space of the primary dwelling or exceed 900 square feet whichever is greater and must 2764 
have sufficient wastewater capacity. 2765 

 2766 
Dwelling, Multi-Family: a building used as the living quarters of three or more families, in separate dwelling units, including but 2767 
not limited to apartments, flats, and condominiums. 2768 

 2769 
Dwelling, One-Family (or Single-Family): A detached building designed for, or occupied, or customarily intended to be occupied 2770 
solely as a residence by one family. 2771 

 2772 
Dwelling, Two-Family: a dwelling occupied by two families in two separate dwelling units (such as a duplex or a house with an 2773 
apartment). 2774 

 2775 
Dwelling Unit: One (1) or more rooms constituting a separate, independent housekeeping unit for permanent occupancy with 2776 
facilities for sleeping, bathingbathing, and cooking, and which unit may occupy a portion of a structure containing other dwelling 2777 
units, other uses by right, or a combination of these uses. 2778 

 2779 
Elderly/Disabled Housing Complex: A multiple unit-housing complex, which is exclusively occupied by elderly and/ or 2780 
handicapped persons. For the purpose of this document, elderly shall refer to individuals who are 60 years of age or older. 2781 
 

 

 2782 
 2783 

Group Home: A state licensed or registered community care home serving people who are developmentally disabled or physically 2784 
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handicapped. Note that such a home serving eight or fewer people is treated as a single-family residential use under 24 V.S.A 4412 2785 
(g) as long as not located within 1,000’ of another permitted such home and would not be subject to conditional use review in any 2786 
zone. For the purposes of this Bylaw, an individual will be considered as disabled should he or she meet the definition of disabled 2787 
as established in 9 V.S.A.. 139 § 4501. 2788 

 2789 
Hotel: A building or group of detached or connected buildings designed or intended to be used primarily for providing sleeping 2790 
accommodations for travelers, or for seasonal occupancy. Such an establishment is designed so that normal access and egress are 2791 
controlled from a central point. A hotel is a commercial use. 2792 

 2793 
Mobile Home Park: A parcel of land under single or common ownership or control which contains, or is designed, laid out or 2794 
adapted to accommodate, more than two mobile homes. Does not include land used solely for display or storage of mobile homes. 2795 
Refer to V.S.A Title 6201 #2 for further clarification. 2796 

 2797 
Motel: A building or group of detached or connected buildings designed or intended to be used primarily for providing sleeping 2798 
accommodations for travelers, or for seasonal occupancy. An automobile court or tourist court or motor lodge shall be deemed a 2799 
motel. A motel is a commercial use. 2800 

 2801 
Shelter: When used to define a residential structure used for the temporary shelter of individuals or families on a nonprofit basis, 2802 
it shall follow the guidelines set out for a Boarding House, except that a lower standard of parking requirements may be used 2803 

 2804 
Places of Assembly: 2805 

 2806 

Church or Religious Institution: A building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, where persons regularly assemble for 2807 
religious worship and which building, together with its accessory buildings and uses, is maintainedmaintained, and controlled by a 2808 
religious body organized to sustain public worship. 2809 

 2810 
Cinematic Theater (Movieplex)/ Auditorium: A building used for viewing and showing of cinematic performances or educational 2811 
lectures. 2812 

 2813 
Clubs, Lodge and/or Union Hall: A building or land used for the activities of an association of persons for the promotion of some 2814 
nonprofit common objective, such as literature, science, politics, and good fellowship, and not accessory to, or operated as, or in 2815 
connection with a tavern, eating place, or other place open to the public, which meets periodically and is limited to members and 2816 
guest. 2817 

 2818 
Community Center or Recreational Facility: A building, together with accessory buildings and uses, used for recreational and 2819 
cultural activities operated for profit for benefit of the community; shall only have an outdoor public address system or any type of 2820 
amplified music device by conditional use permit. 2821 

 2822 
Conference Center, Meeting Hall: A facility, which provides meeting halls, trade centers, merchandise marts, or convention 2823 
centers for training and other gatherings for large numbers of people for similar functions; may be developed separately or in 2824 
combination with another permitted use. 2825 

 2826 
Funeral Home: A building used for preparation of the deceased for burial, for display of the deceased and for ceremonies connected 2827 
therewith before burial or cremation. 2828 

 2829 
Health Clinic: Office building used by state-licensed members of a healing profession, for the diagnosis and out patientoutpatient 2830 
treatment of human ailments. 2831 

 2832 
Health Club: A use of land for facilities and/or equipment for athletic training, physical fitnessfitness, or sports, in which the 2833 
participants are paying members of a club. 2834 

 2835 
Hospital: An institution providing health services, and medical or surgical care of the sick or injured, including as an integral part 2836 
of the institution, such related facilities as laboratories, outpatient departments, training facilities, central service facilities and staff 2837 
offices. 2838 

 2839 
Indoor Market, Long-Term: A building for the sale of new and used household goods, personal effects, tools, art workartwork, 2840 
food, plants, handicrafts, and small appliances or equipment, or similar goods in small quantities for duration of more than 10 days 2841 
at a time or less. 2842 

 2843 

Indoor Market, Temporary: A building for the sale of new and used household goods, personal effects, tools, art workartwork, 2844 
food, plants, handicrafts, and small appliances or equipment, or similar goods in small quantities for duration of 10 days at a time 2845 
or less and not more often than 4 times in a calendar year. 2846 

 2847 
Open-Air Market, Long-Term: A use of land for the sale of new and used household goods, personal effects, tools, art workartwork, 2848 
food, plants, handicrafts, and small appliances or equipment, or similar goods in small quantities for duration of more than 10 days 2849 
at a time or less. 2850 
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 2851 
Open-Air Market, Temporary: A use of land for the sale of new and used household goods, personal effects, tools, art workartwork, 2852 
food, plants, handicrafts, and small appliances or equipment, or similar goods in small quantities for duration of 10 days at a time 2853 
or less and not more often than 4 times in a calendar year. 2854 

 2855 
Opera House/Performing Arts Facility: A building used for theatrical performances including the musical and symphonic arts to 2856 
the dramatic and operatic arts. This includes the storage, training, housing of equipment, props, sets, clothing, and items related to 2857 
the development of such performances. 2858 

 2859 
Public Transportation Facility: A facility that provides for local and regional transportation. 2860 

 2861 
Senior Center: A use intended for senior citizens (people over the age of 55) as a place to gather for various purposes including 2862 
but not limited, eating, entertainment, and good fellowship. Nothing shall prohibit the use of a senior center for other similar uses 2863 
by other demographicsdemographics, but the primary purpose of the center shall remain for seniors. 2864 

 2865 
Sports and/or Entertainment Facility: Establishments designed, intended, or used primarily for indoor or outdoor spectator events 2866 
including, but not limited to, professional and amateur sporting events, concerts, theatrical presentations, or motor vehicle racing. 2867 
Examples include coliseums, arenas, racetracksracetracks, and sport stadiums. 2868 

 2869 
Government Facilities: 2870 

 2871 

Cemetery: A use of land for burying the dead, including grave markers, mausoleums and accessory structures normally associated 2872 
with maintenance of cemeteries. 2873 

 2874 
Corrections Facility: A secured institution under the supervision of the judiciary, correctional departments of any local, state, or 2875 
federal governments, or any law enforcement agency in which persons are or may be lawfully held in custody after arrest or as a 2876 
result of conviction of a crime. 2877 

 2878 
Court House: A building used for Courts of law and associated office space. 2879 

 2880 
Emergency Service Facilities: A use for the provision of police, fire, emergency medical services, and emergency management. 2881 

 2882 
Federal, State Aand County Offices: A facility for which the primary use is for the housing of federal, state or county offices. 2883 

 2884 
Municipal Offices: Offices for the operation of a public owned entity. 2885 

 2886 
Municipal Parks: Municipally owned for the provision of recreation for the general public including playgrounds, athletic fields, 2887 
outdoor ice rinks, gardens, forest nature paths skate parks and swimming pools. 2888 

 2889 
Postal Office: A use of land for the collection, processing and distribution of letters and parcels to and from the general public on 2890 
a walk in basis. 2891 

 2892 
Postal/Parcel Processing Facility: A use of land for the receiving, processing, and forwarding of letters and parcels without 2893 
provision of such services to the general public on a walk-in basis. 2894 

 2895 
Public Works Garage: A garage for the storage of supplies, vehicles, and equipment and for the repair of vehicles and equipment 2896 
for the operation of public owned rights-of-way, utilities, buildings and grounds. 2897 

 2898 
Recycling Center, Long-Term: A use of land for the collection, sorting, temporary storagestorage, and shipment of recyclable 2899 
materials including household waste. Such a center that provides for the storage of such materials must be contained in approved 2900 
and environmentally accepted methods, which all hazardous waste materials are stored according to federal and state laws and are 2901 
placarded. Redemption of cans and bottles is allowed as an accessory use. However, a Redemption Center may not be a Recycling 2902 
Center. 2903 

 2904 
Recycling Center, Temporary: A use of land for the collection, sorting, temporary storage and shipment of recyclable materials 2905 
including household waste, butwaste but limited to only two days a week of operation. Such a center that provides for the storage 2906 
of such 2907 

 2908 

materials must be contained in approved and environmentally accepted methods, which all hazardous waste materials are stored 2909 
according to federal and state laws and are placarded. Redemption of cans and bottles is excluded as an accessory use. 2910 

 2911 
Sewer Treatment Plant: Any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating sewage. 2912 

 2913 
Sewage Works: All facilities for collecting and pumping sewerage. 2914 

 2915 
Transfer Station: Land, and or a building used by a solid waste management facility were municipal solid waste (combined 2916 
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household, commercial, and industrial waste generated in a given area) is collected, aggregated, sorted, stored, and/or processed 2917 
for the purpose of subsequent transfer to another solid waste management facility for further processing, treatment, transfer or 2918 
disposal. 2919 

 2920 
Water Treatment Plant: Any arrangement of devices and structures used for treating of water for public consumption. 2921 

 2922 
Water Works: All facilities for pumping, storing, and dispersing of water. 2923 

 2924 
Recreational/ Commercial: 2925 

 2926 

Athletic Fields: A commercial use of land for the use of athletic/ sport based competition and practice not limited to but including 2927 
baseball, soccer, football, softball, track and field, rugby, lacrosse, cricketcricket, and other misc. field/ lawn games. 2928 

 2929 
Campground: A commercial use of land for the temporary accommodations of campers, tents, cabins and/or recreational vehicles 2930 
used for sleeping and cooking which may or may not include hookups for utilities along with associated recreational uses and 2931 
facilities. 2932 

 2933 
Campground, Primitive: A commercial use of land for the temporary accommodations of campers, where campsites would remain 2934 
undeveloped, campers would provide their own tents and use low-impact camping methods. A campground of this nature will still 2935 
be subject to other town and state health codes. 2936 

 2937 
Golf Course: An area of land laid out for the game of golf with a series of holes each including tee, fairway, and putting green and 2938 
often one or more natural or artificial hazards. A golf course includes a clubhouse, maintenance facility, shelters and driving ranges 2939 
as accessory uses. In addition, non-motorized commercial recreation may also be allowed within this definition. 2940 

 2941 
Indoor Firearms and/or Archery Range: A private or commercial use of a building or group of buildings for the discharge of 2942 
firearms and/ or bows for the purpose of target practice, competition, safety training, and certifications. 2943 

 2944 
Outdoor Firearms and/or Archery Range: A private or commercial use of land for the discharge of firearms and/ or bows for the 2945 
purpose of target practice, competition, safety training, and certifications. 2946 

 2947 
Outdoor Non-Motorized Recreation: includes, butincludes but is not limited to: downhill or cross-country skiing areas and similar 2948 
commercial facilities. This definition does not include any campground or recreational vehicle park, nor any carnival type 2949 
amusement park, racetrack, speedway, drag strip or other facility for the racing of motor vehicles, or any uses of a similar nature. 2950 

 2951 
Recreational Services, Indoor: A commercial establishment providing indoor sports or recreation by and for participants; 2952 
excluding, however, community center. Any spectators would be incidental and attend on an irregular basis. This definition 2953 
includes, but is not limited to: 2954 

 2955 
Arcades 2956 
Bowling AllyAlley / 2957 
Centers Billiard parlor / 2958 
Pool Hall Dance Studio 2959 
Martial arts studio 2960 
Music studio 2961 
Children’s indoor play center 2962 
Archery 2963 
Excluding adult establishments 2964 

 2965 
Recreational Services, Outdoor: Commercial establishments engaged in providing outdoor amusement or entertainment services 2966 
by and for participants. Any spectators would be incidental and on an irregular basis. This definition includes, but is not limited to: 2967 

Batting cages 2968 
Driving Range 2969 
Go-cart raceway 2970 
Golf-Course, mini 2971 
Tennis, racquetball, and/ or handball club 2972 
Skateboard center 2973 
Archery 2974 
Paintball 2975 
Remote control devices such as airplanes 2976 
Excluding adult establishments 2977 

 2978 
Commercial/ Professional: 2979 

 2980 

Airport, Commercial: Landing fields, aircraft parking and service facilities, passenger and baggage terminals, and related facilities 2981 
for operation, service, fueling, repair, storage, charter, sales, and rental of aircraft, operated by an airport authority or governmental 2982 
entity. 2983 
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Airport, Private: A use which maybe accessory in nature to a permitted use or a primary private use for the purpose of providing 2984 
a single strip of land for use by small propeller driven aircraft. 2985 

ATM Facility: A use for housing an Automated Teller Machine for financial transactions. 2986 

ATM Facility, Accessory Use: A use for housing an Automated Teller Machine for financial transactions where the use is not the 2987 
principal use of land. 2988 

Bank/ Credit Union: A use for businesses involving financial transactions. 2989 

Healing Profession: A state licensed or certified professional such as medical, dental, psychological, psychiatric, chiropractic, 2990 
dialysis, acupuncture, reflexology, massage therapy, mental health professional, physical and/ or occupational therapy, related 2991 
medical services, vocational training, placement service and social and recreational activities suitable for disabled adults and 2992 
children or similar service or a laboratory which provides bacteriological, biological, medical, x-ray, pathological and similar 2993 
analytical or diagnostic services to doctors or dentists. 2994 

 2995 
Laboratory: A building or buildings devoted to the testing and analysis of any product or animal (including humans). No 2996 
manufacturing is conducted on the premises except for experimental or testing purposes. 2997 

Licensed Professional Service Office Building: A use with a building or group of buildings that the primary use of said building 2998 
or buildings is a service provided by state licensed or certified professional services consolatory in nature. This use includes in part 2999 
the healing professions, engineering/ architectural/ surveying, accounting/financial, legal, real estate, insurance. This definition 3000 
excludes overnight care, animal hospitals, veterinarians, or other similar services. The sale of merchandise is allowed only as an 3001 
accessory use. 3002 

Office Building: Any building or use in which one or more persons are employed in the management or direction of an agency, 3003 
business, or organization, but excludes businesses with high onsite customer traffic and other uses as defined herein with the 3004 
exception o fof engineering, architectural, surveyingsurveying, and other similar types of businesses. 3005 

 3006 
Photo Processing Facility: A use for the processing of photographic materials, including the provision of service to the general 3007 
public. Also, an accessory use of land for the collection and return of photographic materials, including the incidental sale of 3008 
photographic materials, where image processing is performed off the lot. 3009 

Photo studio: A use for taking photographs, including provision of such services to the general public. 3010 

Private Park/ Recreational Area: a use accessory in nature to a permitted use for the purpose for providing a private open space 3011 
and or recreational opportunities for the health and wellness of individuals associated with said use. 3012 

 3013 
Veterinary Clinic/ Animal Hospital: The use of buildings and the property on which they are located for the ambulatory needs of 3014 
animals, such as examinations, shots, minor and major surgery, tests, and all other veterinary services. This use allows for the 3015 
boarding of animals as an accessory to a permitted use. 3016 

Commercial/ Retail: 3017 
 3018 

Adult Establishment: Any premises or part thereof in which is provided, in pursuance of a trade, calling, business or occupation, 3019 
goods, including books, magazines, pictures, slides, film, phonograph records, re-recorded magnetic tape and any other reading, 3020 
viewing or listening matter, or services including activities, facilities, performances, exhibitions, viewing and encounters, the 3021 
principal feature or characteristic of which is the nudity or partial nudity of any person, or in respect of which the word “nude,” 3022 
“naked,” “topless,” “bottomless,” “sexy,” or any other word or any picture, symbol or representation having like meaning or 3023 
implication is used in any advertisement. 3024 
 3025 

Car wash: A building or structure for the operation of motor vehicle washing. A car wash can be an accessory use to convenience 3026 
store/ motor vehicle fuel station, motor vehicle service station, motor vehicle repair (minor) garage, motor vehicle repair (major) 3027 
garage, motor vehicle dealership, and motor vehicle sales. 3028 

 3029 
Cannabis Cultivator: Any establishment that cultivates cannabis to include the processing, packaging, label, transport, test and 3030 
sell cannabis to a licensed wholesaler, product manufacturer, retailer. 3031 
 3032 
Cannabis Manufacturer: Any establishment that produces a product from cannabis.  3033 
 3034 
Cannabis Wholesaler: Any establishment that purchases cannabis from a licensed cultivator, licensed manufacturer, and 3035 
dispensary and sells it to licensed cannabis establishments.   3036 
 3037 
Cannabis Testing Laboratory: Any establishment that tests cannabis acquired from licensed cannabis establishment, 3038 
dispensary, or a member of the public.  3039 
 3040 
Cannabis Retailer:  Any establishment that sells cannabis and cannabis products to the general public.    3041 

 3042 
 3043 

Convenience Store/ Motor Vehicle Fuel Station: A retail store in which articles for sale are of primarily food items such as 3044 
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milk, bread, beverages, ice cream, canned and bottled goods, snacks and candy, meat, and to complement such items may 3045 
include the limited sale of magazines, books and music, house wares, toiletries, stationary, tobacco products and lottery tickets. 3046 
This includes the preparation and sale of food items. Also, includeds the dispensing of motor vehicle fuels at retail, does not 3047 
include  no motor vehicle repair inc. 3048 

 3049 
Dry Cleaning Drop-Off: An establishment for drop-off of fabric material for the purpose of dry cleaning of fabric off said premises. 3050 

 3051 
Dry Cleaning Plant: A building or structure used primarily for the dry cleaning of fabric materials where such fabric is picked 3052 
up and delivered by the company and is customarily for bulk commercial use. 3053 

 3054 
Farm Stand Commercial: Preparation and sale of agricultural products principally produced on the farm. 3055 

 3056 
Garden Center: The use of lands, buildings, or structures or part thereof for the purpose of buying or selling lawn and garden 3057 
equipment, furnishingsfurnishings, and supplies. 3058 

 3059 
General Store: A retail establishment which deals primarily with food and other goods required by residents of the immediate 3060 
vicinity to meet their day-to-day household needs. This includes the preparation and sales of food on premises. 3061 

 3062 
Greenhouse, Commercial: A building for the growing of flowers, plants, shrubs, trees, and similar vegetation which are not 3063 
necessarily transplanted outdoors on the same lot containing such greenhouse, butgreenhouse but are sold directly from such lot 3064 
at wholesale or retail. 3065 

 3066 
Grocery Store/Supermarket: A store in which various kinds of foods are offered or kept for retail sale, including fresh, frozen, 3067 
prepared and preserved groceries, meats, poultry, fish, fruit, beverages, garden produce, dairy produce and bakery products; and 3068 
as an accessory use, goods or merchandise may be kept for retail sale, including hardware, patent medicines, toilet preparations, 3069 
personal hygiene products, household supplies and magazines. Sales intended for public at large. Other small retail stores such 3070 
as banks or pharmacies may be allowed by conditional use approved as part of supermarket, providing the entrance to said store 3071 
is from within said supermarket. Other accessory uses such as eating area or food court would also be allowed. 3072 

 3073 
Kennels/Animal Shelter: A place where domestic animals excluding livestock are bred and raised and are sold or kept for sale 3074 
or boarded. When used to define a refuge established for the temporary care and holding of animals, it shall follow the guidelines 3075 
set out for Veterinary Clinics. 3076 

 3077 
Laundromat: A building or structure where coin-operated laundry machines, using only water, detergents and additives, are 3078 
made available to the public for the purpose of laundry cleaning. Also, allowed in this use, is the dropping off one’s laundry for 3079 
laundering. 3080 

 3081 
Laundry Plant: A building or structure used primarily for the laundering of fabric materials where such fabric is picked up and 3082 
delivered by the company and is customarily for bulk commercial use. 3083 

 3084 
Maple Product Dealer: A person or business, who annually buys, or otherwise acquires from another person, 1,000 gallon of 3085 
maple syrup or more for purposes of packaging for resale, or for resale in bulk. Dealers are required by state law to obtain a license 3086 
from the State of Vermont prior to doing business. 3087 

 3088 
Motor Vehicle Dealership: A building or structure where a franchised dealer displays motor vehicles for sale or rent and in 3089 
conjunction with which there may be used motor vehicle sales or rentals, a motor vehicle repair (minor) garage, a motor vehicle 3090 
repair (major) garage, a motor vehicle service station, and a motor vehicle fuel station. 3091 

 3092 
Motor Vehicle Fuel Station: One or more pumps, each consisting of one or more motor vehicle fuel pumps, and a shelter, 3093 
which may include the sale of oils, anti-freeze, gasoline additives, propane, natural gas, and small accessories required for the 3094 
operation of motor vehicles, boats and snowmobiles and shall not be used for repairs, oil changes or greasing. This use will be 3095 
accepted with conditions. 3096 

 3097 
Motor Vehicle Repair (major) Garage: General Repair, rebuilding, or reconditioning of motor vehicle, including heavy 3098 
equipment. Other allowed uses would include commercial repair. For collision, damage to chassis, painting and motor vehicle 3099 
detailing. 3100 

 3101 
Motor Vehicle Repair (minor) Garage: minor repair incidental replacement of parts, lubrication to passenger automobiles and 3102 
trucks excluding heavy equipment. 3103  

 3104 

Motor Vehicle Sales: A building or place where used motor vehicles are kept for display to sell such motor vehicles as authorized 3105 
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by the State of Vermont. 3106 
 3107 

Motor Vehicle Service Station: A premise where the dispensing of motor vehicle fuels at retail or lubricants are kept for retail 3108 
sale, and where only minor or emergency repairs essential to the actual operation of motor vehicles may be performed, and where 3109 
grease, anti-freeze, tires, spark-plugsplugs, and other automobile supplies may also be sold incidentally, and motor vehicles 3110 
may also be oiled, greasedgreased, or washed, but where no other activities such as major mechanical and body work, 3111 
straightening of body parts, painting, and welding. 3112 

 3113 
Sanitary Landfill: A land disposal site employing an engineered method of disposing of solid waste on land in a manner that 3114 
minimizes environmental hazards by spreading the solid waste in thin layers, compacting the solid waste to the smallest practical 3115 
volume, and applying and compacting cover material at the end of each operating day. 3116 

 3117 
Redemption Center: A building or structure for the return and redemption of beverage containers for the recycling of said 3118 
containers, any sale of beverages, snacks on premises should be incidental. This may be an accessory use with conditions. 3119 

 3120 
Retail Store, Small: A building where goods, wares, merchandise, substances, articles, or things are offered or kept for sale at 3121 
retail, including storage of limited quantities of such goods, wares, merchandise, substances, articlesarticles, or things, sufficient 3122 
only to service such store including department stores. 49,999 sq. feet or less. Other small commercial uses may be allowed by 3123 
conditional use approved as part of (retail store, small), providing the entrance to said store is from within said (retail store, 3124 
small). 3125 

 3126 
Retail Store, Large: A building where goods, wares, merchandise, substances, articles, or things are offered or kept for sale at 3127 
retail, including storage of limited quantities of such goods, wares, merchandise, substances, and articles sufficient only to 3128 
service such store including department stores. 50,000 sq. feet or larger. Other small commercial uses may be allowed by 3129 
conditional use approved as part of (retail store, large), providing the entrance to said store is from within said (retail store, 3130 
large). 3131 

 3132 
Restaurant: An establishment which is primarily engaged in serving food and beverages which are consumed on its premises 3133 
by customers seated at tables and/or counters either inside or outside the building thereon, and,and as accessory use thereto, 3134 
may be engaged in providing customers with takeout service of food and beverages for off-site consumption. 3135 

 3136 
Restaurant, Fast Food: Any establishment whose principal business is the sale of foods, frozen desserts, or beverages in ready-3137 
to- consume individual servings, for consumption either within the restaurant building or for carry-out, and where either: foods, 3138 
frozen desserts, or beverages are usually served in paper, plastic, or other disposable containers, and where customers are not 3139 
served their food, frozen desserts, or beverages by a restaurant employee at the same table or counter where items are consumed. 3140 
 3141 
 3142 
Industrial: 3143 

 3144 

Earth Extractive: Land including accessory buildings, and structures and stationarystationery or mobile equipment used for the 3145 
removal, refinement, crushing and/or processing of topsoil, sand, gravel, stone or other aggregate resources or minerals. This 3146 
definition includes but not limited to granite quarrying and sand and gravel pit operations. 3147 

 3148 
Fuel Storage Tank Farm: An establishment primarily engaged in the bulk storage and distribution of petroleum, gasoline, fuel 3149 
oil, gasgas, or similar inflammable products in fuel storage tanks. The limited retailing of such products shall be permitted in 3150 
association with a Fuel Storage Tank Farm provided such retailing is clearly incidental and secondary to the bulk storage and 3151 
distribution function. 3152 

 3153 
Heavy Industry: includes those uses which have a potential for a burden upon the Town for water supply, sewage disposal, or 3154 
other municipal services, or which could generate large volumes of traffic or otherwise result in unsafe conditions or unreasonable 3155 
traffic congestion. This use classification differs from light uses in that it includes uses which require unenclosed structures 3156 
which can be large, tall, unsightly, or which have severe potential for generation of odor, vibration or other nuisances which 3157 
could adversely affect the character of neighboring areas or which may involve large amounts of exterior storage, or which may 3158 
otherwise have large scale impact. 3159 

 3160 
Junkyard: Means any place of outdoor storage or deposit which is maintained, operatedoperated, or used in connection with a 3161 
business for storing, keeping, processing, buyingbuying, or selling junk or as a scrap metal processing facility. "Junkyard" also 3162 
means any place of outdoor storage or deposit, not in connection with a business, which is maintained or used for storing or 3163 
keeping four or more junk motor vehicles which are visible from any portion of a public highway. However, the term does not 3164 
include a private garbage dump or a sanitary landfill. It does not mean a garage where wrecked or disabled motor vehicles are 3165 
stored for less than 90 days for inspection or repairs. 3166 

 3167 
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Light Industry: Includes those industrial uses not defined in this section, which are generally not objectionable because of noise, 3168 
heavy truck traffic, or fumes. Light industry uses are those, which consist of the production, processing, cleaning, testing, or 3169 
distribution of materials processing, cleaning, testing, or distribution of materials or goods. Light industry does not involve the 3170 
substantial use of water in the manufacturing process, or the production of substantial wastes other than from restrooms. 3171 

 3172 
Public Utility Facility: The building in which the public utility maintains its office or offices or maintains or houses any equipment 3173 
used in connection with the public utility. This building includes water or sewerage pumping station, a water storage reservoir, a 3174 
gas regulator building, a cable and telephone building for exchange, long distance repeater services. 3175 

 3176 
Storage, Large: A building used for storage of household items and seasonal, recreational or commercial vehicles, boats, trailers, 3177 
etc. 3178 

 3179 
Storage, Mini: A building containing separate, individual self- storage units divided from the floor to the ceiling by a wall with an 3180 
independent entrance from the exterior of the building, designed to be rented or leased for storage of personal goods, 3181 
materialsmaterials, and equipment. 3182 

 3183 
Educational Institutes: 3184 

 3185 

Adult Day Care Centers: A building wherein the owner or occupier of that building provides accommodations for adults, for 3186 
temporary care on a daily basis without overnight accommodations. 3187 

 3188 
Art Gallery: A public or private facility which is operated as a repository or a collection of works of individual art pieces not mass 3189 
produced consisting of one (1) or more of the following: paintings, drawings, etchings, or sculptures; may include the sale of related 3190 
objects and services with such sales area limited to no more than ten (10) percent of the floor area. 3191 

 3192 
College/ University Campus: A building or campus of buildings with numerous uses accessory in nature to the overall mission of 3193 
the institution of higher learning. 3194 

College/ University: An institution of higher learning. 3195 
 3196 

Commercial School: A school which provides formal or informal instruction in any subject area for profit or gain, without limiting 3197 
the generality of the foregoing, dance studio, art school, drama school, music school, modeling school, charm school, school of 3198 
calisthenics, and secretarial/ business/ or trade school but does not include public or private school or Day Care/ Pre-School/ 3199 
Nursery School. This maybe an accessory use with conditions. 3200 

 3201 
Day Care/ Pre-School/ Nursery School (Commercial): A facility licensed by the State of Vermont to provided daytime care and/ 3202 
or instructions on a regular basis in a building or facility dedicated to the purpose and in which no overnight accommodations is 3203 
provided. Private kindergartens and similar uses would be included. 3204 

 3205 
Day Care/ Pre-School/ Nursery School (Home): A facility required to be licensed by the State of Vermont to provided daytime 3206 
care and/ or instructions on a regular basis in a home of said caregiver dedicated to the purpose and in which no overnight 3207 
accommodations is provided. Private kindergartens and similar uses would be included. Such uses not required to be licensed are 3208 
exempt from regulation. 3209 

 3210 
Dormitory/ Residence Hall: A building in which sleeping units are provided and/ or rented for occupancy by students and/ or staff 3211 
members affiliated with a college, hospital, private school, religious order, rest home, university or similar institution, and which 3212 
is regulated by such institution. A dormitory unit may contain communal dining facilities but shall exclude the preparation of meals 3213 
within the sleeping units, which are provided. 3214 

 3215 
Library/ Research Center: A quiet place (room or building) where a collection of books or other media are kept for use by the 3216 
public. 3217 

Museums: A public or private facility, operated as a repository or a collection of natural, scientific, or literary curiosities or objects 3218 
of interest, not including the regular sale or distribution of the objects collected. Activities may include the sale of craftwork and 3219 
artwork, boutiques, and the holding of meetings and social events. This definition includes, but is not limited to aquariums, 3220 
botanical, zoological gardens, sciencescience, and nature centers. 3221 

Public or Private School: Any school certified by the State of Vermont Department of Education offering traditional academic 3222 
subjects and/or technical and vocational education; includes parochial, private, public, charter schools and vocational/ technical 3223 
schools (College/ University uses, Day Care/ Pre-School/ Nursery School, and Day Care/ Pre-School/ Nursery School (Home) are 3224 
provided elsewhere and are not included under this classification.) 3225 

 3226 

8.1 Additional definitions (non use) 3227 
 3228 

Accessory Use: A use, which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the primary use of a lot or parcel of land, is located on 3229 
the same lot as the primary use and is clearly related to the primary use. 3230 

 3231 
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Accessory Structure: A structure which is customarily incidental and subordinate to the primary use or structure of a lot or parcel 3232 
of land, is located on the same lot as the primary structure or use, anduse and is clearly related to the primary use. 3233 

 3234 
Acre;: An acre is 43,560 square feet. 3235 

 3236 
Alteration: Structural change, change of location, or addition to a building or structure, excluding normal maintenance and repair. 3237 
Alterations shall include any construction that changes the number of dwelling units, orunits or increases the size of a building or 3238 
structure in terms of its height, length, width, footprint, or gross floor area (see also Improvement, Substantial Improvement). 3239 

 3240 
Applicant: The owner of land or property proposed to be subdivided and/or developed in accordance with these regulations and/or 3241 
his or her duly authorized representative. Any party with a legal interest in land subdivision and/or development may apply in 3242 
cooperation with the owner of the property. 3243 

 3244 
Bylaw:  The Town of Barre Zoning oOrdinance. 3245 

 3246 
Conditional Use Permit: A land use allowed in a specific district(s) with the approval of the Development Review Board in 3247 
accordance with the requirements of Article 5. 3248 

 3249 
Curb Cut: A defined area of vehicular ingress and/or egress between property and an abutting road right-of-way. 3250 

 3251 
Frontage: The distance of the portion of a lot line abutting a town or state road. 3252 

 3253 
Home Occupation: The use of a dwelling or attached garage for an occupation carried on by the residents of the premises which 3254 
uses less than 25% of the total square footage of said dwelling or less than 75% of said garage and employs no persons other than 3255 
other occupants of said dwelling and for which the occupation does not cause an undue adverse effect on the character the 3256 
neighborhood and does not change the residential characteristics of said dwelling and where aswhereas said use is secondary. 3257 
Examples would include: Cosmetology, Accounting/bookkeeping, Computer based business, home bakery. 3258 

 3259 
Home based business/Home Industry: The use of a dwelling and/or land and accessory structures by a full-time resident of the 3260 
dwelling for a business or commercial occupation which is customarily performed off premise and for which said business or 3261 
occupations use of the building or land is limited to providing office space for and/or storage of material related to said business or 3262 
occupation. 3263 

 3264 
Interested Person: (1) A person owning title to property, or a municipality or solid waste management district empowered to 3265 
condemn it or an interest in it, affected by a bylaw, who alleges that the bylaw imposes on the property unreasonable or 3266 
inappropriate restrictions of present or potential use under the particular circumstances of the case. 3267 

 3268 
(2) The municipality that has a plan or a bylaw at issue in an appeal brought under this chapter or any municipality that adjoins 3269 
that municipality. 3270 

 3271 
(3) A person owning or occupying property in the immediate neighborhood of a property that is the subject of any decision or act 3272 
taken under this chapter, who can demonstrate a physical or environmental impact on the person's interest under the criteria 3273 
reviewed, and who alleges that the decision or act, if confirmed, will not be in accord with the policies, purposes, or terms of the 3274 
plan or bylaw of that municipality. 3275 

 3276 
(4) Any ten persons who may be any combination of voters or real property owners within a municipality listed in subdivision (2) 3277 
of this subsection who, by signed petition to the appropriate municipal panel of a municipality, the plan or a bylaw of which is at 3278 
issue in any appeal brought under this title, allege that any relief requested by a person under this title, if granted, will not be in 3279 
accord with the policies, purposes, or terms of the plan or bylaw of that municipality. This petition to the appropriate municipal 3280 
panel must designate one person to serve as the representative of the petitioners regarding all matters related to the appeal. 3281 

 3282 
(5) Any department and administrative subdivision of this state owning property or any interest in property within a municipality 3283 
listed in subdivision (2) of this subsection, and the aAgency of cCommerce and cCommunity dDevelopment of this sState. 3284 

 3285 
Pond: A small body of standing water of more than 4,356 sq. ft., naturally or artificially formed. 3286 

Stream/Brook: A watercourse having a source and terminus, banks, and channel through which water flows at least periodically at 3287 
a rate of more than 1.5 cubic feet per second or approx. 673 gallons per minute. 3288 

Personal Agricultural: The raising of fruits and vegetables for personal consumption, flowers etc, and the tapping and boiling of 3289 
maple syrup, unless considered to be or required to be, by state law, a dealer as defined by state statute. 3290 

 3291 
Primitive Camp: Is a structure that is constructed for seasonal habitation by humans of no more than 120 days in a given calendar 3292 
year, is exempt under state wastewater regulations, does not have toilet facilities, is no more than 800 sq. ft. in size and is not 3293 
supplied electricity from an off-premisepremises sources. 3294 
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